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Portillo pours 


salt into Tory 


party wounds 


JOHN RENTOUL 

. Political Correspondent 


Michael Portillo, the rigbi-wing 
Secretary of State for Defence, 
New apart the Prime Minister's 
attempt to hold his party to- 
gether yesterday, when he pro- 
- voked Conservative moderates 
by appearing to welcome 
Emma Nicholson's defection to 
the Liberal Democrats, 

Mr Portillo, whose "xeno- 
phobic" Tory party conference 
speech in October was cited by 
Ms Nicholson as one of the 
.causes oi her departure, sakL- “If 
she wants a United States of Eu- 
rope then of course she is right 
to leave the Conservatives, who 
are opposed to it-" 

Tory MPs who share Ms 
Nicholson's pro-European 
views were incensed. “I am 
very surprised that of all peo- 
ifethe Government should put 
VPMkhael Portillo - able as he 
* s ~j ° g3his particular issue. He 
represents to a very, large exten t 


the veiy worrying tilt to the right 
about which many of us are con- 
cerned." said Peter Temple- 
Morris, the One Nation Tbiy 
MP for Leominster and dose 
associate of Ms Nicholson's 
until her defection last Friday. 

He just stopped short of call- 
ing for Mr Portillo to be sacked 
“I wouldn't like to see anyone 
leave the Cabinet. I would just 
like them to behave as if they 
were one Cabinet, visibly for all 
to see," MrTferaple-Morris said. 

A spokeswoman for Tbry 
Central Office said Mr Pbrtilfo’s 
interview with the BBC's Today 
programme, by telephone from 
the Arabian Gulf, had not been 
arranged through the office. 

The reopening of the left- 
right split made an inauspi- 
cious start to the New Year for 
John Major, who had hoped last 
year's leadership election would 
put an end to the infighting. Ms 
Nicholson's defection and the 
renewed squabbling it has pro- 
voked only served to underline 


the tenuousness of his grip on 
power. Ministers accept that the 
Government is likely to lose iis 
Commons majority ’during the 
year. However, the Prime Min- 
ister has vowed to fight on. And 
Tbry sources claim that the 
Government could continue 
into 1997 so long as it avoided 
giving the Ulster Unionists spe- 
cific reasons for voting it down. 

With the Tories’ Commons 
majority now vulnerable to just 
two deaths or defections - af- 
ter expected Tory defeats in two 
by-elections due by March - 
MPs’ telephones bummed with 
speculation yesterday as to the 
identity of the “six or seven" 
who might follow Alan 
Howarth and Ms Nicholson 
across the floor of the House. 

As Mr Major slid further 
into the arms of the Ulster 
Unionists. Cardinal Cahal Daly, 
leader of Ireland’s Catholics, is- 
sued a warning plea to him not 
to allow' parliamentary' arith- 
metic to hold up file Northern 



Michael Portillo: Interview not set up by Tory Central Office 


Ireland peace process. “It would 
be most unfortunate if any 
plausibility were given to the 
suspicion [that] the peace in 
Northern Ireland would be al- 
lowed to suffer because of in- 
ternal political difficulties at 
Westminster," he said. 

If Mr Major could deliver a 
lasting peace, it “would ensure 
his place in history". Dr Daly 
said. But he entered political 
controversy by urging all-party 
talks without waiting for the 
IRA to agree to start handing 
in its weapons. "There is now 
an urgent need to move into in- 
clusive political talks. I believe 
that prolonged failure to do so 


is fraught with grave risks. It is 
more than high time now to see 
negotiations under way as soon 
as possible so that paramilitary 
weapons may be decommis- 
sioned as a concomitant and as 
a consequence of politico 1 
progress," he said. 

David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist Party leader, has main- 
tained a discreet silence since 
Ms Nicholson's defection, but 
his security spokesman. Ken 
Maginnis. said the party would 
not bring the Government 
down “prematurely" - except on 
Northern Irish issues. 

PM faces crisis, page 2 

Leading article, pagelO 


Father is killed as he 


tries to stop muggers 


IAN MacKJNNON 


A father of three who tried to 
intervene in a street robbery was 
shot dead yesterday in a burst 
of gunfire hours after seeing in 
the New Year. 

Two brothers, who were 
friends of the dead man, were 
also injured, one shot in the side 
and the other pistol-whipped to 
the ground during the ferocious 
assault in St Paul's. Bristol a dis- 
trict notorious for drug-dealing, 

A major police operation in- 
volving 30 detectives took place 
across the city during the day to 
tty to track down the gang of 
four men who sped away in a car 
after the attack at 7am. 

Last night one of the broth- 
ers was still under guard at a 
hospital which police refused to 
disclose because of fears that his 
life might be in danger. 

Another man who haa been 
the victim of the original mug- 
ging was not seriously hurt and 
was being questioned by de- 
tectives. 

The dead man. Evon Beny, 
37. a caretaker at the Malcolm 
X community centre in St 
Paul’s, was hit by a single bul- 
let in the head. But the Ja- 
maican-born man, who has 
three teenage daughters and 
comes from Montpelier, man- 
aged to crawl fifty yards in an 
effort to reach a taxi office be- 
fore collapsing in the stieet 


where police found his body. 

Police said the tragedy ap- 
peared to have happened after 
the three men, who were re- 
turning home after clearing up 
at the community centre's New 
Year party, attempted to to 
halt a robbery in Sussex Place. 

They saw a man , surround- 
ed by four blade men, being pis- 
tol whipped. Mr Berry and the 
others asked what was going on 
and were told to “mind their 
own business”. 

But as he and the others con- 
tinued to protest they were 
threatened and shots were fired. 
.As they moved backwards, their 
hands in the air, a man ran for- 
ward and more shots rang out. 

One of the brothers, aged 39, 
was repeatedly clubbed in the 
face with a pistol butt and even- 
tually knocked to the ground. 
He was released from hospital 
after treatment. 

As his brother. 36, tried to 
come to his aid he was shot in 


the side. His condition was said 
to be "serious but stable" 
Officers said the four men 
they were hunting were “armed 
and dangerous" and warned the 
public to keep away from them. 

Chief Inspector Piet 
Biesheuvel said officers had 
interviewed the robbery vic- 
tim, (tom Southampton, for 
dues. “We are still questioning 
the first man, who was appar- 
ently being robbed, as he is our 
chief witness," he said. 

“At this stage, there is no mo- 
tive for the shootings. These 
men may just have been in the 
wrong place at the wrong time." 

The caretaker leaves three 
daughters, aged J7, 15 and 11, 
who are all still at school. His 
grieving widow, Linda, said: 
“He was a lovely man who was 
just a big, gentle person who 
would not hurt anybody. We will 
all miss him, he was such a good 
father and a husband.” 

Self-defence law, page 3 


Ailing Saudi king hands over to prince 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 
Diplomatic Editor 
MARYANN BIRD 


Kin g Fahd of Saudi Arabia 
handed over the reins of pow- 
er yesterday to his half-broth- 
er. Crown Prince Abdullah, in 
a dynastic reshuffle prompted 
by his ill-health. The move 
could signify a subtle change in 
Saudi Arabia’s relations with the 
West and may cause tension 
within the royal family. 

The King, 73, had a stroke in 


‘November. Tie remains. mon- 
arch and “Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques" at Mecca 
.arid. Medina, but day-to-day 
: government will be nm.by the 
Crown Prince, 71. 

King Fahd said: "Because 
we wish to spend some time 
resting and recuperating ... we 
entrust you in tins decree to take 
over management of govern- 
ment affairs while we enjoy, 
rest and recuperation.”' Prince 
Abdullah accepted: “I shall re- 
turn lb you whenever I find my- 


self in need of guidance from 
your directives and recom- 
mendations." 

King Fhhd left hospital on 7 
December. A statement re- 
ferred to a “health emergency" 
brought on by exhaustion and 
said “all check-ups ... are re- 
assuring and, thank God, he is 
enjoying health and fitness'’. 
However, American doctors 
were flown in to treat the King, 
leading to speculation that his 
condition was more serious. 

Should King Fahd quit the 


political scene, Saudi Arabia 
could face considerable uncer- 
tainty. It continues to suffer tiie 
economic consequences of low 
crude-oil prices; fundamental- 
ist opposition to the royal fam- 
ily has emerged and a car-bomb 
in Riyadh recently killed five 
Americans. 

Prince Abdullah, who was a p- 
pointed first deputy prime min- 
ister and Crown Prince when 


er Kftalid in 1982, is considered 
a traditionalist. He, too, is el- 


derly and unwell but still a pow- 
erful figure. Since King Fhhd s 
illness he has been running the 
country and is commander of 
the National Guard, which 
oversees internal security. The 
Riyadh car-bomb was aimed al 
a National Guard building 
where American trainers in- 
structed Saudi personnel. 

Few details of political debate 
emerge from the reticent Sau- 
di court, but the Crown Prince 
is believed to be more conser- 
vative than King Fahd on 


religion and less inclined to take 
an automatic pro-Western 
stance on matters of policy. 

News of King Fahd’s “rest" 
came as the 1996 budget, re- 
taining last year's spending 
freeze, was released. The 
ISOhn-riyaJ (£26bn) budget 
forecasts an 18.5bn riyal deficit, 
slightly higher than last year’s. 
Expenditure is unchanged, as 
was oil revenue, calculated at 
$14 a barrel. 

Abdallah profile, page 7 
Leading article, page 10 
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Turkish heroin threat 

About 20 Turkish families or 
gangs are feared to be at the 
centre of a growing heroin net- 
work in Bn tain. Page 4 


Ospreys heading south 

Forty years after the osprey re- 
turned to Scotland, the bird of 
prey is set to spreadw England, 


where ithas been, extinct for 
more than a century. Page 4 



Call for child spies to enforce smoking law 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

. Public Policy Editor 


Children should be sen! to buy 
cigarettes to check whether 
shopkeepers are selling them to 
the under- 16s, doctors said yes- 
terday. 

The Royal Collegeof Physi- 
cians urged health and local au- 
thorities to use volunteer 
drildreo because doctors believe 
the resulting prosecutions - 
with fines of up to £2£00- will 
deter other retailers. 

A similar project in the US 
reduced under-age smoking by 


50 per cent, according to Dr 
Alan Maiyon Davis, spokesman 
;’s Faculty of Pub- 


for the college’ 
lie Health Medicine. 

Such a programme is now eas- 
ier to operate following changes 
in the law and is approved by 
government departments. It has 
already been used in Liverpool 
and Buckinghamshire, and a 
total of 32 local authorities have 
each brought at least one pros- 
ecution after using volunteer 
children to buy cigarettes. 

The college’s call comes as 
.smoking among secondary 
school children is rising, despite 


a target in the Government's 
"Health of the Nation” pro- 
gramme to reduce it In 1994. 
1 2 per cent of children smoked, 
against 10 per cent in 1993 
when the Government’s aim is 
a reduction to 6 per cent. 

Children can be used ethically 
to make test purchases of cig- 
arettes by using a consent form, 
signed by parents or guardians, 
and having adult witnesses to 
the purchase. By providing the 
child's birth certificate and pho- 
tographs of the child as dressed 
on the day against a height 
chart, it is possible to provide ad- 


ajuate evidence for prosecution 
without the child needing to at- 
tend court, the college says. 

VbJunteer children have to be 
used in a way which avoids en- 
trapment or deliberately mis- 
leading retailers. But while the 
courts in England twice re- 
fused to convict on the basis of 
evidence from volunteer chil- 
dren in 1992-93, none did so in 
1993-94. Government guidance 
in England, Wales and North- 
ern Ireland specifically mentions 
using children to make test 
: the Scottish 
rules it out 
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How to become a 
freelance writer 


bv NICK DAWS 


Freelance writing can be 
creative, fulfilling and a lot 
of fun. with excellent money 
to be made as well. What’s 
more, anyone can become 
writer. No special 


qualifications or experience 
are required. 

The market Tor writers is 
huge: In Britain alone there 
are around 1,000 daily. 
Sunday and weekly papers, 
and more than 8.000 
magazines. Many of the 
stories and articles that they 

f iublish are supplied by 
redances, Then there are 
books, theatre, films. TV. 
radio... 


With such demand, there's 
always room for new 
writers. But, as Mr. E. H. 
Metcalfe, principal of 
Britain's leading writing 
school The Writers Bureau, 
explains. ‘If you want to 
enjoy the rewards of seeing 
your work in prim one tiling 
you must have is proper 
training.’ 

The Writers Bureau rims a 
comprehensive 
correspondence course 


covering every aspect of 
fiction and non-fiction 
writing. The 140,000 word 
course is written by 
professional writers and has 
been acclaimed by experts. 
Students receive one-to-one 
guidance from tutors, all 
working writers themselves. 
From the start they are 
shown how to produce 
saleable work. ‘At the 
Bureau our philosophy is 
quite simple’ says Mr. 
Metcalfe. ‘We will do 
everything in our power to 
help students become 
published writers.’ 

The course comes on fifteen 
days’ free trial. In addition, 
the Bureau offers a 
remarkable money-back 
guarantee - if you haven’t 
earned your tuition fees 
from published writing 
within one month of 
completing the course, your 
money will be refunded in 
full. 


So, would you like to be a 
writer? Why not start now 
by returning the coupon 
below! 


i Why Not Be A Writer? i 


j Fust-class home- study course gels you a Hying start. Earn while you 
{ learn. Expert tutors, personal guidance, help to sell your writing and 
I much more! It’s ideal for beginners. Details free. No cost. No 
I obligation- Send the coupon. 

| Nome 


Address 


I 

i 

Telephone Postcode J 

The Writers Bureau ; 

Freepost AF21 6, Manchester Mi 8DJ i 

Freephone 0800 262382 ,__J 
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Nicholson clash: Portillo mocks claims of a ‘lurch to the right’ as moderates attack growing ‘xenophobia’ - . 



JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Emma Nicholson's defection to 
the Liberal Democrats sparked 
a furious row yesterday over her 
claim that the Conservative 
party had “lurched to the right”, 
as a right-wing Cabinet minis- 
ter mocked the idea and Toiy 
moderates seized their moment 
to launch a counter-attack. 

Michael Portillo, Secretary of 
State for Defence, said "the 
claim of a rightward lilt was 
“completely incredible". He 
told BBC Radio's Today pro- 
gramme: “There were "many 
people who could object to 
Mrs Thatcher because they 
thought she was strident or 
ideological, who could not pos- 
sibly have those objections to 
Mr Major who is so palpably 
moderate and all-embracing in 
the way he wishes to run the 
party.” 

But Peter Temple-Morris, 
the One Nation Tory MF for 
Leominster, defended Miss 
Nicholson, a former close as- 
sociate in his centrist Macleod 
Group. He listed the griev- 
ances of (he left-wing of the Tory 
party and identified them with 
Mr Portillo. “We are talking 
about an increasingly national- 
istic and xenophobic tendency 
in speeches, of which Michael 
Portillo's conference one would 
be a very good example,” Mr 
Temple-Morris said. 

The “worrying tilt to the 
right" was not confined to Eu- 
rope, Mr Temple-Morris went 
on, it covered “a whole range” 



Looking both ways at once 
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........ Many of Majors- early acts drstaficed But since the last etectiorf tfteright 
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Thateherv^^ Thatcher ruled out Royal Mafl 

i haemophfliacs Infected with HIV: privatisation; Major attempted it - 
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V Pit^ied Maastricht Bill through 
■. ..Hause-of Commons 


But ruled out further transfewr of 
power to Brussels this year’s inter- 
governmental conference 

flefased to rufe out single currency in H owerver said hte instincts ware 
timtfpaillament; against R- 


Accepted gopvemmenfs role in Aim to abolish inheritance tax and | 
' iCffidudng inequality and fails to cut capital gains tax, cut housing benefit i 
topubSc spending share of national for yopung as people and mortgage 

income . help for the unemployed and sick 

riensdry places for afl tour Introduced right-wing voucher 
^eaft&te >; scheme 

^Enthusiastically led applause for Yet dogged by speculationthat 

-Gfllian Shephard at 1995 conference approved in advance Michael 
4 ?-. Portillo's SAS speech 



siticni I adopted w^uld bo re- 
versed”, Buflhenewaancesaw 
mow “swi%- and as far 
as I was concerned. In the 
wrong direction”; - ... - 
She also : 'said- Britain was 


n 


of domestic issues. “The whole 
of the Home Office front is an 
obvious candidate, centralisa- 
tion, quangos, local govern- 
ment finance, one could go on 
- there is unfortunately a tilt 
here which will take more than 


rhetoric to rectify,” he told the 
BBC's The World At One. 

Mr Portillo’s view, support- 
ed yesterday by John Redwood, 
Mr Major's leadership chal- 
lenger, reflects the Tory right's 
belief that the Prime Minister 


has failed to carry on the torch 
of true Tbalcherite principles. 

Certainly Mr Major adopted 
a number of policies sharply at 
odds with those of his prede- 
cessor soon after becoming 
Prime Minister in 1990. But af- 


ter the reduced Tory majority in 
the 1992 election, and especially 
since the bruising parliamentary 
battle to get the Maastricht 
treaty ratified, the One Nation 
wing’ of the Tory party has be- 
come increasingiy restless. 


On thd' pdblicatk>ii - of the 
second volume of hex memoirs 
m 1995, Baron ess Thatcher said 
sbcknewhewouM takc a slight- 
ly more etnoHienMme on Eu- 
rope, “but 1 was not prepared 
for the speed with which the pa- 


B — D ” Jl J UIV 

ruction” in social affaire and law 
and order. <r The fanufy is clear- 
• - fyfflSCttne SOrtOf crisis c rime 

Arisen,” she said. 

Speaking fo BBC Radio from 
- the Arabian Gulf, Mr Portillo 
said yesterday: “It is very sflfy 
to say that the party has tilted 
to the right - that is coraplete- 
lyrincredible. I think the party 
is probably much the same. 
Ws have a broad breadth of 
opinion within the party.” 

Mr Redwood said the Toiy 
party had dearly not moved to 

thenght on the issue of Europe: 

“Since 1990 [when Mr Major 
became Prime Minister] more 
powers have been taken by or 
transferred to the European in- 
stitutions, moving in exactly 
the kind of direction that Sir Ed- 
ward Heath and Emma Nichol- 
son seem to want us to go.” 

' And he added: “When the 
new Cabinet was chosen last 
summer, all the pundits agreed 
it was the most left-wing Cabi- 
net a Conservative prime nun 
ister bad chosen in long 
memory.” , 

One Nation Tories were keen 
yesterday to point out that, 
while the right wing had 
“nowhere else to go”, the two 
recent defections had demon- 
strated the power that centrist 
Conservative MPs now had 
over Mr Major. 


Major faces pitfalls and ‘summer of discontent’ 


John Major was yesterday con- 
templating a new year of po- 
tential pitfalls that could see the 
Government stumble from cri- 
sis to crisis at a time crucial to 
rebuilding shaken Tory morale. 

Bui he stressed in an upbeat 
message to constituency chair- 
men that 19% would see a re- 
vival of party fortunes as the 
economic recovery gathered 
pace and the elusive feel-good 
factor returned. 

The Westminster rumour 


mill, however, was alive with 
speculation that disgruntled 
Tory left-wingers could follow 
MP Emma Nicholson and quit 
the party, while the biggest 
dangers facing the Prime Min- 
ister looked set to come from 
outside Parliament. 

The report of the Scott in- 
quiry into arms-to-Iraq allega- 
tions, that could condemn 
several senior ministers, is ex- 
pected to be published in Feb- 
ruary. The political fall-out 


from what will almost certain- 
ly be a damning set of findings 
remains uncertain, but ministers 
fear it could severely shake 
public confidence in the Gov- 
ernment 

Looming by-elections in the 
safe Labour seat of Hemsworth 
and the Tory marginal of 
Staffordshire South East are 
widely expected to result in 
high-profile reverses for the 
Tories, cutting the Govern- 
ment’s technical majority to 


just one. With the support of Ul- 
ster Unionists and Tory rebel Sir 
Richard Body, the Govern- 
ment is in little danger of defeat 
in a vote of confidence, but will 
almost certainly face lesser 
parliamentary setbacks. 

Around the same time, the 
possible departure from No 10 
of press secretary Christopher 
Meyer could deprive the Prime 
Minister of a trusted adviser and 
competent news manager. 

Festering wounds on Europe 


are likefy to reopen in March as 

the Prime Minister prepares to 
join other £U heads of gov- 
ernment for the opening of the 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 
ence designed to build on the 
controversial Maastricht treaty. 

And April brings the deadline 
for MPs to register their outside 
earnings with the new Parlia- 
mentary Commissioner for 
Standards, with some back- 
bench Tories threatening to 
refuse to obey the ruling. 


By far the largest crisis could 
come with the council elec- 
trons in May. If the party loses 
more than a few hundred of the 
1,000-odd seats it will be de- 
fending, it will effectively cease 
to be a serious force in local gov- 
ernment and hand a propa- 
ganda victoiy on a national 
scale to Labour. The knock-on 
effects of the May elections 
could rumble through a summer 
of discontent that would further 
undermine the Government. 


The Prime Minister would 
then have two final chances to 
seize back the initiative - an 
almighty charge for victory 
kicked off at the party confer- 
ence in October, followed by a 
populisL tax-cutting Budget in 
November. 

But most Tory MPs admit 
privately that the game will be 
up for the Government if it 
reaches that stage without a no- 
ticeable turnaround in support 
in the polls. 


Kashmir hostages 
‘are in good health’ 


MUKHTAR AHMAD 

Srinagar 

Four kidnapped Western 
tourists have been seen alive 
and well in southern Kashmir, 
the state police chief said yes- 
terday. 

Mohinder Nath Sabharwal 
confirmed a report in Saturday's 
Independent about the sighting 
of the four hostages, who are be- 
ing held by Islamic militants. 

“Yes, they were sighted in the 
village of Hakura Budsgam in 
Southern Anantnag district two 
days before Christmas, ” he told 
a press conference. 

Mr Sabharwal said that the 


four, who were kidnapped last 
July, are in good health and 
added that responsibility for 
their safety and security ties with 
their abductors. “We get infor- 
mation about their health and 
the villages where they are, 
However, we avoid any fescue 
operation as this may endanger 
the lives of the innocent 
tourists,” he said. 

He admilied that the gov- 
ernment has had no contact 
with the kidnap group, known 
as al-Faran, for more than a 
month but added: “We have 
other channels of communica- 
tion and we get regular infor- 
mation.” 


Mr Sabharwal said there was 
dose co-ordination between 
Western diplomats in Srinagar 
and the state government 

A senior Indian army officer 
told the Independent the army 
has released the three al-Faran 
suspects arrested during a fierce 
gun battle at Dabran on 4 De- 
cember in which the chief com- 
mander of the group. Abdul 
Hamid Turki. was killed. 

Brigadier PS Bindra of the 
general staff in Kashmir said 
that during questioning it was 
found the suspects were not in- 
volved in the abduction, or 
with al-Faran. He said that the 
army would not attempt to 



Missing four: Rescue attempt might put lives in danger 


mount a rescue operation how- 
ever. as it might endanger the 
lives of the tourists. 

Police sources say that one of 
the two Americans m the group, 
Donald Hutchings, has recov- 
ered fully after suffering severe 


frost bite. He was seen walking 
with the group cm 23 December. 
One of the two Britons, Keith 
Mangan. who had a fall in the 
mountains while walking with 
his abductors, has also recov- 
ered and is in good health. 


Plea to tourists over missing student 


Britons returning from holi- 
day in the Far East may hold vi- 
tal information about missing a 
backpacker, Johanne Mashe/i- 
der. police revealed Iasi night- 

The 23-year-old trainee bar- 
rister went missing in Thailand 
on the final leg nf a solo back- 
packing trip around the world. 

She was due to fly home 10 
days ago to spend "Christmas 
with her family but failed to 
catch her flight to HeaLhraw air- 
port. 

Her parents, Stuart and Jack- 


ie, both 49, have since flown out 
to Ko Samui, one of a group of 
islands 400 miles south of 
Bangkok, to join Interpol in the 
search Tor their daughter. 

Johanne's brother, sister and 
other relatives were anxiously 
awaiting news at ihe family 
home in Winde. Macclesfield, 
Cheshire. 

Inspector Bob Bates of 
Cheshire police last night urged 
holidaymakers returning home 
from the Far East to jog their 
memories. 


“We are certain that other 
backpackers and holidaymakers 
returning home from Thailand 
will have seen this gfrl on their 
travels and could hold vital in- 
formation about her where- 
abouts,” he said. 

“It is so out of character for 
her to go off without word and 
we are extremely concerned 
for her well-being.” 

Johanne, a law student at 
York University, left home in 
September and travelled alone 
to Canada, Australia, New 


Zealand and Fiji before arriv- 
ing in Thailand last month. 

The family’s only clue is a 
postcard she sent a friend on 
December 8 outlining her plans 
to explore the cluster of islands 
south of the mainland 
Johanne’s aunt, Wendy Mil- 
lard, said: “We are all sick with 
vworry.This is the first time Jo- 
hanne has gone off on her own. 

' She has kept in touch with us 
all the time she's been away - 
either by telephone or postcard. 
“But nobody knows what has 


happened to her now. It's so out 
of character for her to just dis- 
appear without telling anyone. 

“She was determined to go 
backpacking around the world 
on her own and saw it as quite 
a challenge. 

“Her parents flew out ... on 
Thursday to look for her be- 
cause they just couldn’t sit at 
home waiting for news. 

“Johanne met up with several 
friends on her travels and we 
can only hope that one of them 
can give us a lead.” 


Record jackpot 
sparks fears of 
lottery chaos 


LOUISE JURY 

The lottery organisers last night 
warned the public to buy this 
week's tickets early as the 
prospect of a £40m jackpot 
raised fears of last minute chaos 
before Saturday’s record draw. 

Camelot kept the ticket ma- 
chines closed yesterday after 
slow sales last New Year’s Day, 
but the company was preparing 
for giant takings in the run-up 
to the weekend’s bumper “roll- 
over” draw. “We would advise 
people to buy their tickets ear- 
ly this week to avoid queues or 
to avoid being disappointed," a 
spokeswoman said. 

The jackpot has soared from 
about £9m because it has 
“rolled over” twice. There were 
no winners on 23 December for 
the £11.7m top prize, nor for the 
record £23 .9m last Saturday. 

The first National Lottery 
jackpot of 1 996 could soar past 
Lhe £40m mark, depending on 
the number of extra punters 
who gamble on becoming a 
multi-m illionaire. 

Safes usually increase by up 
to 20 per cent in roll-over weeks 
and a last-minute stampede 
could leave some aspiring play- 
ers ticket-less when the system 
closes. The Camelot spokes- 
woman said: “Roll-overs are 


very popular with the public.” 
The jackpot can be roiled over 
for one more week if it is not 
won this Saturday. 

If there is still no winner, it 
will be shared equally among 
those who pick five out of the 
six correct numbers plus the 
bonus ball. 

The size of the potential pay- 
out came under fire from lead- 
ing churchmen at the weekend 
who branded it "obscene” and 
called for the size of the mon- 
ey on offer to be capped. But 
emphasising the game's effec- 
tiveness in raising money for 
good causes, Camelot's spokes- 
woman said: “Last week we sold 
an extra £10m worth of tickets 
which meant an extra £2 .5m for 
causes.” 

The previous record pay-out 
was £23 .4m shared by two part- 
ners in a glazing business, Mark 
Gardiner and Paul Maddison, 
from Hastings, East Sussex. 

Explaining the decision to 
close for business yesterday, 
the Camelot spokeswoman said 
so few shops were open that it 
did not make sense to run the 
system. “Last year so few tick- 
ets were sold on New Year's Day 
and so many shops are closed 
anyway that it was a practical 
decision for us not to operate 
machines.” 


IN BRIEF 


Mpjdims of more 
cuts in fish quotas 

Atofy MP last night warned of 
i farther cuts hi fishing 
\ the Royal Navy patrolled the 

Irish Box in readiness for an ex- 
pected Spanish favasiom 

E)avid Hams, the Tones 

Fisheries Coflurnttwchamnam, 

said allowing m the S P^ 
boats would only lead to further 
cuts in quotas, 

bas the 4 major fisfang port of 
Newlyn in his constituency, has 

written to the Pm* 
calling on him to take the lead 
“ sorting out ^ ComniM 
Fisheries Policy under winch 
foreign boats are admitted. 

Boy’s gift of life 

Six seriousfy-ai youngilertMe 

receiving the gift of hfefroma 

in a coma after a car accident 
Daniel Lambton's parents 
agreed to switch off his Ufe-Sup- 
oorf system and donate his or- 
crans after he was declared 
clinically brain dead. He was 
struck by a car near his home 
in Kimberley, Nottinghamshire, 
while delivering newspapers as 
a favour for his brother, RusselL 

Potent 'soft' brew 

Brewers are accused of risking 
an explosion in teenage drink- 
ing by targeting alcoholic “soft" 
dunks at youngsters. The 
Labour Party warned that some 
blended drinks, often sold 
alongside genuine soft drinks In 
shops, contained- as much al- 
cohol as premium beers, and 
called for an investigation into 
the marketing of such drinks. 

Stabbing remand 

A supermarket worker was 
remanded in custody for eight 
days by magistrates in Birm- 
in gham, - mt lft char ges of 01 - 
tempted murder, after shoppers 
and staffwere stabbed in a knife 
attack. Shahid IqbaJ, 22. from 
, Small Heath in Birmingham, is 
also accused of attempting to 
cause grievous bodily ham: to 
two police officers. 

Punishment beating 

The IRA is believed to h.s\e 
been responsible for a puniMi- 
ment attack on a north Bi Inst 
man. The 23-year-old man 
fered head injuries and bnii>>nc 
when he was set upon by j wuc 
and beaten with iron bars in ;hl 
republican Durcatm Garden- 

Firework injuries 

Sussex police are invest igafnu 
an explosion at a New Year fire- 
works parfystaged by the Kt- 
mer world boxing champkr 
Chris Eubank at the seatn.-n; in 
Brighton, East Sussex, which toft 
two young women iu ho-piiai 
with serious barns. 

RSI research p 

Musicians and journalists are 
among volunteers in a medical 
study, funded by the chari tv Ac- 
tion Research, which is aimed 
at unravelling some of secret 
of the little understood condi- 
tion Repetitive Strain Injuiy. 
which has no visible character- 
istics but produces pain and div- 
ability in sufferers. 

Driver vanishes 

A driver disappeared from *.fv 
scene of a car crash at Tfellwu- 
ler Hill, near Honiton, Devon, 
in which a woman passenger 
died. Police later breath-tested 
and arrested a man. 
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Police swap evidence in 
hunt for Celine’s killer 


IAN MacKINNON 

Detectives leading the hunt for 
the murderer of the French 
accountancy student Celine 
Figard, 19, yesterday began 
sifting evidence collected by 
colleagues from another force 
in the hope that it might shed 
new light on her killer. 

The mass of information on 
the computer database collat- 
ed by police in Hampshire, 
where she was due to spend 
Christmas with her cousin at 
Fordingbridge, was transferred 
to their counterparts in West 
Mercia. 

Her naked body was discov- 
ered in a lay-by on the- A449 at 
Hawford, Worcestershire, on 
Friday, after she had been miss- 


ing far 10 days since she ac- 
cepted a lift from a lorry driver 
at Chieveley services at the 
junction of the M4 and A34, 
near Newbury, Berkshire. 

The West Mercia officers 
were also preparing to liaise 
with other forces on suspicion 
that Miss Figard's murder could 
be linked to a number of oth- 
ers by a serial killer dubbed the 
“Midlands Ripper”. In partic- 
ular the team arc looking at the 
murder of Tracy Thraer, 32, a 
prostitute whose naked body 
was found in a ditch near 
Bilteswell, in Leicestershire, 
after she was last seen alive at 
a service station on the M6 in 
Staffordshire. 

Senior officers from four 
forces have met twice to discuss 


the possibility that her death and 
those of Samo Pauli, Dawn 
Shields, Julie Finley and Julie 
Clayton across the region might 
be connected. 

Meanwhile, police trying to 
find the missing Bristol teenag- 
er Louise Smith halted a New 
Year's eve disoo at the nightclub 
she visited just before disap- 
peared to ask for help. Officers 
circulated among the dancers at 
Spirals nightclub handing out 
leaflets and asking for any in- 
formation about Miss Smith, 18, 
who was last seen on Christmas 
Eve. The police, who said they 
were extremely concerned 
aboulthe girl's welfare, said ihey 
had received a great deal of in- 
formation which would be eval- 
uated. 



Goodbye:' Bernard Figard 
with flowers for Celine 


Killing of a young woman leads 
to a poignant ‘entente cordiale’ 


MAjRY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

The poignant image of Celine 
Figard's father \aymg bunches 
of flowers at the roadside near 
Kidderminster where her body 
was found featured in almost all 
French newspapers yesterday - 
as did, for the third or fourth day 
running, the photofit picture of 
the wanted forty driver. 

The investigation into her dis- 
appearance which turned with 
gjun inevitability into a murder 
inquiry has figured prominent- 
ly in the French media. The dis- 
covery of her body last week 
headed most domestic news 
bulletins. But reports eschewed 
any tendency to talk about 
British “monsters" preying on 


foreign girls, or Britain as an 
inherently dangerous country; 
they even resisted the tempta- 
tion to draw parallels with 
previous killings in the UK, 

By any standards, the case of 
Celine has unusual features - 
and not just that she was, as the 
police put it, “in the wrong place 
at the wrong time”. She was not 
an inexperienced or foolhardy 
traveller, and the lorry that 
took her to Britain was driven 
by a family friend. He negoti- 
ated with a French colleague for 
the second leg of her journey. 

The second French driver 
personalty saw her to the third 
lorry, and ascertained - or so he 
thought - its route. When it 
transpired that Celine had not 
reached her destination, he 


drove at once to her father's 
house to set the record straight. 

Celine herself, the second of 
four children, spoke English and 
had spent time at Fording- 
bridge. in Hampshire, last year. 
According to her father, she had 
liked the country and people so 
much that she wanted to go 
back. In this, she was not alone; 
many French girls, especially 
from close-knit families and 
communities, find a compara- 
tive, and attractive, freedom in 
Britain. 

But therein lies the risk. 
Hitchhiking remains more 
prevalent in France than in 
Britain, partly due to the lack 
of cheap local transport, and it 
appears to be relatively safe. 
Few strangers penetrate the 


depths of the French country- 
side, and non-local cars are 
immediately identifiable by 
their number plates. Not so in 
Britain, and bade in CeYme's vil- 
lage of Femeres-IesnScey. 
where her aunt is mayor, friends 
and relatives were reported to 
be waiting anxiously to hear 
when the police would release 
her body to be brought back to 
France for the funeral. 

In the meantime, it is the ef- 
ficiency and thoroughness of the 
British police investigation, the 
sympathy and courtesy shown to 
her relatives by the British 
authorities, and the messages of 
regret from ordinary Britons 
that are - in a sad and unusual 
triumph of entente cordiale - 
making the news in France. 
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Festive fun. An acrobatic display team and (right) a 70ft helium-filled Woody Woodpecker joined London's annual parade yesterday, but the event failed to claim a world record for the largest marching band Photographs: Philip Meech 


New year celebrations: Improved weather gives boost to main events but revelry is marred by violence and road accidents 


LOUISE JURY 

Thousands of revellers drank 
and danced their way into the 
New Year yesterday, wanned by 
the thaw which finally ban- 
ished the worst of the Arctic 
cold. 

Although thick fog continued 
to make the New Year’s Day 
crawl homewards treacherous, 
the snow which has covered 
much of the country for days be- 
gan to dear and Britain re- 
turned to near-normal 
temperatures. 

Thousands of people turned 


out for the 10th annual New 
Year’s Day parade in London 
where 6,000 musicians from 10 
countries made an unsuccessful 
bid for the world record of 
largest marching and playing 
band. “It was still probably the 
best parade ever,” a spokes- 
woman said. 

But madcap antics were not 
confined to the capital as 130 
people took part in the annual 
200-yard dash for charily 
through the mud of the Black- 
water estuary at MaJdon. Essex. 

Swimmers endured a chilly 
start to the year at South 


Oueensferry. Firth of Forth, and 
at Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear, 
where the dip dates back to 
1910. 

For the traditional slroke-of- 
midnight celebrations, an esti- 
mated 70,000 people crammed 
into Trafalgar Square. London* 
about 10.000 fewer than last 
year, while another 20,000 
thronged surrounding streets. 

Hundreds of police weeded 
out drunks and confiscated 
flares and spray cans although 
one firework was smuggled 
through and let off to mark the 
start of the New Year. 


There were 64 arrests and 24 
people needed hospital treat- 
ment. St John's Ambulance 
staff dealt with a further 126 
people who suffered minor in- 
juries in the square, where Nel- 
son’s Column, the lions and the 
fountains were sealed off. 

In Scotland, 300,000 gathered 
in central Edinburgh for what 
was billed as Europe's largest 
event of the night, forming the 
climax of five days of celebra- 
tions to mark the arrival of 1996. 
A Lothian and Borders police 
spokesman described it as 
“good-natured". Twenty people 


were arrested, all for drink-re- 
lated offences. 

And in Glasgow, 15,000 peo- 
ple packed George’s Square. A 
Strathclyde police spokesman 
said: “It seems to have been 
quite quiet. A lot of people 
didn't come out because of the 
cold, but wc are not aware of 
any trouble." 

However, in Merseyside, an 
ambulance crew responding to 
an emergency call in Newton- 
le-Willows, near St Helens, was 
attacked by party-goers. A male 
paramedic was punched in the 
face and a female crew member 


pushed to the ground as the ve- 
hicle’s windows were smashed. 

The crew were not seriously 
hurt but David Kenyon, oper- 
ations director of Mersey Re- 
gional Ambulance, said the 
incident was “an absolute disr 
grace". 

In Hampshire, more than 
100 people were involved in a 
brawl outside a football club in 
Famborough when police tried 
to arrest two brothers for an as- 
sault. Five officers were slight- 
ly injured. 

A 36-year-old man in Devon 
was breath-tested positive after 


a woman died in a car crash two 
hours into the New Year. The 
victim was dead on arrival at 
hospital following the accident 
at Tklaton near Honiton in 
which a Ford Escort collided 
with a wall. 

In Barry. South Glamorgan, 
a 30-year-old local man. Lee 
Thompson, was killed and a 
man and a woman injured af- 
ter a car ploughed into revellers 
outside the town's Royal Hotel. 

A London Weather Centre 
spokesman said the weather 
might not improve significant- 
ly for a few days but tempera- 


tures were returning to a more 
normal 6C or 7C. In the South- 
west. they climbed as high as 
12C yesterday, although Scot- 
land was stQl experiencing tem- 
peratures just above freezing. 

An AA motoring organisa- 
tion spokesman said fog in 
many parts of the country was 
causing problems. 

Weathermen said the cold 
weather was likely to prevent 
1995 becoming the warmest 
year since records began 336 
years ago. Final figures would 
not be available until later in the 
week. 


Death of intruder rekindles 
debate over self-defence law 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Police forces are expected to be 
advised by the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service early this year not 
to rush into pressing charges 
against “have-a-go- heroes" who 
hit out in self-defence. 

The issue was highlighted 
again over the weekend by the 
latest in a series of incidents in 
which injuries have been caused 
while people were defending 
their property. 

• On Saturday, NQdos Baun- 
gartner, 53, grappled with a 22- 
year-oW mao he found in his 
home near Derby. The struggle 
moved to the front garden 
where, according to pofi^Mr 
Baungartner tried vainly fo at- 
tract help freon passing, mo- 
torists. 

As the intruder lay on the 
ground, Mr Baungartner ran to 
a neighbour and raised the 
alarm. He was treated for a bro- 
ken wrist, heavy bruising and 
shock, but the suspected bur- 
glar, named as Robert Ingham, 
died in hospital. 

Police yesterday interviewed 
Mr Baungartner in the presence 
of his lawyer, but stressed that 



Nfkfos Baungartner: Awaits 
poBce decision on charges 


be was not under arrest and said 
ft would be several days before 
. they could decide whether' he 
would face charges; V: 

.. The law allows the use of 
“reasonable force” to defend 
' 'person or property, or to prevent 
a crime. There have been wide- 
ly differing views among judges, 
politicians and ordinary people 
about the definition of “rea- 
sonable", and who is the victim. 
Over the years, case law has de- 


fined that it may be reasonable 
to make a pre-emptive strike in 
self-defence. 

The new guidelines to police 
are being drawn up after a re- 
view by die CPS requested late 
last year by the Home Secretary, 
Michael Howard. 

Mr Howard bad already giv- 
en a clear steer to the CPS and 
the police in November when he 
told the Rjlfce Superintendents’ 
Association that “the impres- 
sion is sometimes given that the 
victim is treated more harshly 
than the villain". He said he was 
particularly worried by cases 
where the police charged peo- 
ple after they had defended 
themselves, only for the charges 
to be dropped later. 

The new guidelines are part 
of an attempt to reduce as far 
as possible regional variations 
in charging practice for as- 
saults. Some forces prosecute 
more than others and some 
press for actual bodily harm 
rather than common assaulL 

The case winch brought the 
“reasonable force" debate to na- 
tional headlines arose after Ted 
Newbury, an 82-year-old from 
Ilkeston. Derbyshire, fired a 12- 
bore shotgun towards a young 


man who was trying to break 
into the shed on his allotment. 
A jury acquitted him of wound- 
ing, but the intruder then sued 
the pensioner for damages, and 
was awarded £4,000 - a decision 
upheld by the Court of Appeal, 
which said the force had ex- 
ceeded reasonable limits. 

In November last year, a 
jury at Teesside Crown Court 
took four minutes to dear a man 
who had seen a thief escape into 
some trees and fired a shotgun 
towards them. Some of the pel- 
lets hit the thief. Judge Peter 
Fox suggested the CPS had 
been wrong to prosecute. 

Ia another case, in Cam- 
bridgeshire, Roderic MinshuU, 
had fitted a home-made anti- 
theft device to his car. He was 
acquitted of assault after it 
gave an 8, 000-volt shock to a se- 
curity guard who touched it. 

The Home Secretaiy previ- 
ously promised to review the law 
two and a half years ago, after 
the trial of Joseph Elliott. 19, 
who had slashed the tyres of a 
car while high on drugs- A rel- 
ative of the car’s owner tackled 
him. and Elliott stabbed him to 
death. He was cleared of mur- 
der after pleading self-defence. 



The winter Break 35-/56 


Winter draws on. 


Cameras ‘Ml to reduce crime’ 


But here's an idea you might warm to. How about taking a short break 
after Christmas with Sally Ferries across to either France or Belgium at the 


lowest possible published price? 


DANNY PENMAN 

The Government could be 
wasting its money by investing 
in surveillance cameras, ac- 
cording to a study due to be 
published soon. 

Researchers at South Bank 
University have monitored the 
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effect of introducing the cam- 
eras in Sutton, south London. 
Dime fell by 13 per cent in the 

area where the cameras were in- 
stalled. However, it decreased 
by 30 per cent in the borough 
as a whole. 

Other, generally simpler 
initiatives, such as locking mul- 
ti-storey car parks overnight and 

providing security staff with 

pagers so they can keep in con- 
tact with the control room are 
credited with reducing the 
crime rate across the borough. 

Surveillance cameras had a 
disproportionate affect on 
certain crimes. Burglaries, 
vandalism and vehicle crime 
decreased, while robberies, 
thefts and the possession of 
drugs increased. 

Criminals also switched to 
stealing from people when they 
were inside shops. Most as- 
saults still took place in the high 


street Burger outlets, pubs and 
the railway station were the 
favourite area for assaults. 

The report says: “CCTV has 
recently been the subject of sev- 
eral television documentaries 
and ... banner headlines claim- 
ing large reductions in record- 
ed crime. In the main, these 
claims are not based on any sub- 
stantia] research." 

Hie Government is planning 
to install op to 10,000 more 
surveillance cameras in Britain’s 
high streets, estates and city 
centres at a cost of £15m. 

A spokesman for the Asso- 
ciation of Chief Police Officers 
said that research of this type 
was unlikely to prow the ben- 
efits of the cameras. 

“Its impossible to prove one 
way or another whether the 
cameras work- It’s like Hying to 
prove that BSE cannol be trans- 
mitted to humans. Tfaev are one 


part of a multi-disciplinary 
approach [to crime fighting]." 

Many of the benefits of the 
cameras are hidden, according 
to Acpo, but it was “common 
sense" to “know that it engen- 
ders a feeling of reassurance in 
(he public", the spokesman 
said. “It’s also patently obvious 
that if someone is going to put 
a brick through a window, they 
won’t do it in the view of a cam- 
era," he added. 

Conor Fbley, spokesman for 
civil liberties group Liberty, 
warned the cameras could end 
up having little overall effect on 
crime because police resources 
might be reduced overall or 
redirected to other areas. 

"It could give local authori- 
ties the excuse to stop the 
police from patrolling in trou- 
blesome areas. They could be 
used as a cost-cutting mea- 
sure." Mr Fbley said. 


Or enjoy our excellent ski-package. £135 return crossing for two adults 
with car, including AA Five Star cover and AA wintersports 
Personal cover. (Up to 3 children under 1 4 years travel free.) 

During the crossing from Ramsgate, there's lots to enjoy from on-board 
restaurants to duty-free shopping. So, if you'd like to have a better impression of 
Winter, sail Sally. 

Call Sally Ferries now, on 0345 16 00 00 or contact your local travel agent. 
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Turkish gangs muscling in on heroin trade 

^ r , , . . . . huiiMi Turkish Criminals are increas- drug and theiete«lbaeen» 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 


Up to 20 Turkish gangs are run- 
ning multi-million pound hero- 
in rackets, stretching from 
London to Glasgow, making 
them one of Britain's fastest 
emerging organised crime 
groups. 

The growing power of the 
Turkish traffickers is causing in- 
creasing concern among police 
and customs officers. Unpub- 


lished figures show that customs 
officers seized more than a ton 
(1.000kg) of heroin - worth 
£9lim at street prices - this year 
from Turkish traffickers, which 
is twice the quantity discovered 
in 1994. In one raid on a ware- 
house in north-east London 
earlier this year 190kg of hero- 
in was discovered, but 12 simi- 
lar shipments are believed to 
have gone undetected. 

There have also been a num- 
ber of murders involving com- 


peting Turkish groups, the ma- 
jority of which are fami 


lily out- 
fits based in London, with 
strongholds in Glasgow and 
Manchester. They are also in- 
volved in smuggling illegal im- 
migrants, extorting money 
through protection rackets and 
counterfeiting. People pay 
about £3.000 each to be smug- 
gled in through British ports. It 
can cost up to £10.000 for a “spe- 
cial" job, with a bogus passport 
Much of the drug money' is 


being laundered and made “le- 
gal" by buying up properly and 
investing it in businesses such 
as restaurants and dubs. The 
senior members of the criminal 
families avoid involvement in 
the direct sale of the drug, usu- 
ally passing it on to dealers to 
sell at street level, making it ex- 
tremely difficult for the police 
to charge them. 

Police forces throughout Eu- 
rope are becoming increasing- 
ly concerned about the heroin 


smuggling from Turkey that a 
special meeting of Interpol dis- 
cussed the subject about two 
months ago at a conference. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Ken Gallagher, deputy head of 
the south-east office of the Na- 
tional Criminal Intelligence 
Service, said: Tn London we get 
about 5kg on a weekly basis - 
it's TUrklsh heroin linked to 
Turkish criminals. They are be- 


coming more organised and 
there influence has extended. 


The price of heroin has been 
falling significantly recently. 
The price is only falhng because 
the availability is increasing." 

He added: “There have been 
a number of drug-related mur- 
ders in Glasgow and London, 
which is a popular route for 
heroin." 

He believes there are at least 
a dozen major Turkish families 

operating in this country - 10 in 

London and rwo in Glasgow. 
Police have reported that the 


Turkish criminals are increas- 
ingly turning to firearms and vi- 
olence. In tw o incidents last year 
a man was shot dead in a cafe 
bv a suspected hitman and an- 
other was murdered and then 
dumped in a field K® 111 - 
Both were Turks who hadcon - 
nedions with heroin trafficking. 

Phil Connelly’, head of the 
heroin operations at Customs 
and Excise investigations 
branch, said: “Heroin is the 
most pernicious and senous 


drug and therefore it is seen as 
the most serious threat. The 
traffickers can make huge 
amounts of money, which s why 
it is so attractive." . . 

He estimates that there are 
about 20 major Turkish outfits 
operating among Britain s 
300,000 Turks and Turkish Cypri- 
ots. But he believes believes 
better intelligence has helped 
double the amount of drugs 
seized this year, which will have 
cost the traffickers about £6m. 


Political groups used 
as traffickers’ cover 


The 36 rolls of cotton looked as 
if they could have come from 
any market stall. Piled in a 
heap at a depot in north-east 
London they were being picked 
up by their new owner. 

Unfortunately for him, the 
two labourers helping with the 
load were undercover officers 
from the investigations divi- 
sion at Customs and Excise. 

Inside the 3b roils, which 
were with a load of about 250, 
secret compartments had been 
cut and filled with heroin. In all 
190kg of the drug - worth about 
£I7m ai street prices - was 
found U was smuggled through 
Dover in a truck by Turkish drug 
traffickers from Istanbul. 

Earlier this month Bulenl Gi- 
vi k. from Turkey, was jailed for 
2U years for importing the drug. 
At his trial it emerged that 12 
other similar shipments had 
been made, in which the cotton 
had been picked up, but there 
was no evidence that it bad been 
sold. Customs officers assume 
vust quantities of the drug had 
been distributed around the 
country. 

Police and customs investi- 
gators believe die traffickers are 
growing in power and that more 
hero in 'is entering the country. 
Customs doubled their seizures 
of Turkish heroin this year and 
police have reported a drop in 
the street price - proof that 
there is more of the substance 
available. 

Police believe that many of 
the criminals are using the cov- 
er of two left-wing groups, the 
PKK | the Kurdistan Workers' 
Party) and Dev Sol (the Revo- 


Jason Bennetto 

examines the 
way drug dealers 
do business 


lutionaiy Left) which cany out 
extortion in London to raise 
fends for guerrilla warfare in 
Turkey. Their activities are 
monitored by Special Branch, 

The police have also noted an 
apparent increased willingness 
by the Turks to use guns and vi- 
olence to mai ntain their grip on 
the market. 

In September last year, the 
body of Hassan Bilgi, 46, a 
Turkish Cypriot, was found with 
gunshot wounds dumped in a 
field in Kent. He is believed to 
have been killed in London 
where he lived on the Perrier 
Estate in Kidbrooke, south- 
east London. Police believe he 
had links with Turkish heroin 
dealers. 

Mehmet Kaygisiz. a 33-year- 
old Kurdish businessman, was 
also known id the police as a 
middle-ranking member of a 
drugs gang. He was playing 
backgammon at a Turkish club 
in Islington, north London, in 
April last year when a man 
walked in and shot him dead. 
Security sources believe he was 
killed by a hitman who had been 
specially flown in from Turkey. 

The heroin is usually im- 
ported into the UK in large 
quantities and then sent to con- 
tacts. often outside the Turkish 
community, in smaller packages 
of about 50kg. These secondary 
traffickers are based in places 


such as Liverpool and Glasgow. 
They have their contacts who 
take about 7kg loads, which are 
baiken up into tiny amounts for 
street and dub sales. 

The Turkish gangs have con- 
centrated on heroin and there- 
by managed to avoid competing 
with the traditional family gangs 
who do not have the interna- 
tional contacts and find it dif- 
ficult to import the drug. 
However they are happy to buy 
the heroin from the Turks. 

Many of the families have in- 
vested in night-dubs, drinkiDg 
dens, known as “spielers”, and 
restaurants in areas such as 
Green Lanes in north London, 
which is filled with cafes and 
elute in which Turks drink cof- 
fee. gamble and gossip. 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Ken Gallagher, deputy head of 
the south-east office of the Na- 
tional Criminal Intelligence 
Service, said there was no evi- 
dence that either Dev Sol of the 
PKK were involved in heroin 
trafficking. “Criminals will pre- 
tend lo use political titles such 
as terrorism to help gain more 
respect or a cover, but in real- 
ity they are just criminals." 

* “The modem high-level drug 
dealer will have some legitimate 
business activity. He has to 
launder the proceeds. This is be- 
coming increasingly sophisti- 
cated. Family businesses and 
connections arc used. The peo- 
ple at the top keep clean." 

He added that the breaking 
down of borders across Europe 
made trafficking harder to de- 
tect. “We are looking at this as 
an international problem." 


The Heroin rq t ute to Britain 


4 The heroin is 
sent across the 
Channel on 
ferries. The most 


popular ports to 



iq in the drugs 


r are Dover. 

\ Ramsgate and 
j Harwich. After 
breaking the 
1 consignments Into 
| smaller batches in 
I London, the drugs 
| are senl to dealers 
ir? London. 

Liverpool. 

Glasgow and 
Manchester Jr 
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Rare bird: Water company aims to rear chicks at Rutland after Scottish success 



High hopes: An osprey landing on a nest in Scotland. South of the border they were hunted to extinction 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Ospreys set to nest again in England 


JOHN ARUDGE 

Scotland Correspondent 


Forty years after the osprey 
returned to colonise Scotland, 
the fish-eating bird of prey has 
bred so successfully that it is set 
lo extend its range over the bor- 
der to England, where it has 
been extinct for more than a 
century. 

From the single pair that 
nested at Loch Garten, near 
Aviemore. in 1954. the Scottish 
population of this spectacular 
hawk has increased steadily to 
reach 100 pairs, which last year 
produced 150 young. 

The Scottish total is now- 
large enough for conservation- 
ists lo begin to reintroduce the 
bird to England. 


The Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds is examin- 
ing plans put forward by .An- 
glian Water to take several 
chicks and young birds from the 
Highlands and rear them in spe- 
cially constructed eyries at Rut- 
land' Water in Leicestershire. 
The birds often stop 3t the 
reservoir on their long summer 
migration north from Senega] 
and Gambia to Scotland for the 
breeding season. So far none 
has settled permanently. 

The last recorded pair of 
ospreys in England nested in 
Somerset in 1S42. By 1850 
marksmen and egg collectors 
had hunted the bird out of ex- 
istence. Anglian Water is con- 
fident the Leicestershire project 
will reverse the trend, enabling 


people south of the border to 
witness the bird swooping down 
on to lakes and mere to grab 
trout and salmon. 

John McAngus, a spokesman 
for the Huntingdon-based com- 
pany. said: “For the past 20 
years ospreys have been com- 
ing to our reservoir at Rutland 
Water, staying a while, eating a 
few of our trout and then head- 
ing north to Scotland. They are 
magnificent, unforgettable birds 
and we would like more of 
them here more of the time, 
and. hopefully, further afield." 

RSPB officials welcome the 
plan but they say more re- 
search is needed before it can 
be appro' ed. -Anything which 
encourages more ospreys to 
nest is 3 coo a thine and it mav 


be time to give the species a 
helping hand south of the bor- 
der," Chris Harbard, an RSPB 
spokesman, said. “But we need 
to be confident that the birds are 
likely to survive long-term in the 
Rutland area, that the scheme 
will not affect the Scottish pop- 
ulalionand that the ospreys wifl 
not pose a threat to other local 
land users, especially farmers.” 

If the five-year Rutland ex- 
periment proves successful, or- 
nithologists predict ospreys will 
begin nesting across the Mid- 
lands and the North early next 
century. Richard Thaxton, who 
has run the RSPB’s osprey cen- 
tre at Loch Garten for 10 years, 
said: “There are plenty of good 
nesting sites in the Kielder For- 
est in Northumberland and in 


Cumbria, which lie alongside 
suitable fishing habitats. It is 


now simply a matter of waiting-'* 
As RSPB officials prepare for 


the English experiment, the} 
stress that 


efforts lo protect 
Scottish ospreys will continue. 
Earlier this year officials intro- 
duced 24-hour surveillance and 
put up razor wire ai nesting 
sites, following attacks on eyries 
in which nine chicks were lolled 
- the highest number for years. 

“Although ibe population is 
stable and expanding towards 
England, it does not mean that 
all risks to the osprey have dis- 
appeared." Mr Harbard said. 
“We are determined to lake on 
the egg collectors and vandals 
lo safeguard the long-term fu- 
ture of the species." 


Take a car and five to France for £10 


with the 



INDEPENDENT and P&Om 

European Ferries 



W e would like to invite you to 
start the New Year with a 
bargain break - a day trip to 
France with a car plus five pas- 
sengers for just £10. 

We have teamed up with P&O 
European Ferries to offer Inde- 
pendent readers a range of bar- 
gain sailing! departing Grom either 
Dover or Portsmouth which may 
be taken until April Z 1996. 

The Dover destination is Calais 
and the Portsmouth sailings wifi 
arrive at Cherbourg and Le 
Havre. Both towns are ideal for 
shopping, sight -seeing and 
gourmet eating and would make 
excellent bases for a short stay. 
Day trip departures from Sun- 


dajto Fridays, until 15 February, 


, cost £10 for a car and up to 
five passengers. Each extra pas- 
senger costs £1 and foot passen- 
gers also pay just £1. 


Friday night sailings from 
Portsmouth. 

If you prefer to make an 
overnight stay in France, the cost 
of a 60-hour excursion is £39 for 
a car and up lo five passengers. 
Extra passengers pay £4 each. Fri- 
day night departures from 
Portsmouth and Saturday depar- 
tures from Dover are subject to 
a £10 surcharge. These prices do 
not include accommodation. 

lb quality for these bargain 
prices you must collect four dif- 
ferently numbered tokens from 
the six we are publis hing this 
week. Today we are publishing to- 
ken two and we will give full de- 
tails of hew to take advantage of 
this offer later this week. 


p r "*.T . 


Day trip departures from 
Frit 


iiaya 


Portsmouth on Friday nights and 
Dover on Saturdays cost £20 for 
a car and up to five passengers. 
The cost of extra passengers and 
foot passengers remains un- 
changed. 

Sailings from 16 February un- 
til 2nd April, 1996, are £10 per 
car and £1 per passenger or £20 
per car and €1 per passenger for 
Saturday sailings from Dover or 






Token 2 


* 

■ European Jerries r - * 

'-mt am ■■ra-vvtfd 


'tr-' 

Vii 


\ 






i ■ 


f.* 

1*,' 


trT 

r': 


1 


fc-i 


hl : . 

V: 






h 

X' 






Tl'lSLttV « 


JAN'l'ARV ik»6 


' -S 

**hH i 


■ V J r!4 

5? 


sift Of'fc I 

* c i-- 




: -I 

- x 




ri“‘ t: 


/ •. V* 

t 


SB? , -■ 


fe’-Siv 

sM®' 


* NHS ‘wastes 
. £lbn on 

ineffective 

treatments’ 
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Child prodigy: Luke McShane becomes the youngest British player to defeat a grandmaster 


" .^fcjSfcKfe- ••' - 


ft.hf 10 ^ TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

HcJfiSt £lbn ° f M «‘*onal 

MedJih Service resources could 
£ released for improved pa- 

^ ** CUltin 5 OU1 L 
^ aDd ineffective 
ESjT/iF* acc °rding to Sir 
r^f J^^arn. the director 

thewS? 1 and ^opmeni on 
me NHS executive. 

J" *" interview marking his 
r?P® Ttu I re from the post. Sir 
Michael said the steady appli- 
^aUon of science-based medi- 

C1 J? e leave l he NHS 

affordable into the future 
squaring the circle of an ageing 
population and continued med- 
ical advance. 

Sir Michael- who is to head 
a new science and health forum 
at University College, London, 
and act as a consultant to the 
Canadian and other govern- 
ments on introducing the “ev- 
idence-based” approach to 
treatment which the NHS has 
been developing since 1991 - 
said he rejected the “gloomy” 
view advanced by Sir Duncan 
Nichol, the former NHS chief 
executive, and others that the 
NHS is likely to become un- 
affordable in its present form. 

“Of course all the pressures 
are there," he said. “But if in 
1 948, when the NHS was found- 
ed, you had been presented with 
what the service is now, or 
even presented with what 
Heathrow looks like now, you 
would have said “this is unsus- 
tainable*.” 

In 1948, he said, transplan- 
tation did not exisL, there was 
no treatment for heart failure 
other than salt-restriction and 
diuretics, and much modem 
technology such as keyhole 
surgery did nol exist. “But the 
fact is, all this has been ab- 
sorbed. It is true that we will 
have new drugs for Alzheimer’s 
disease and for chronic neuro- 
logical illness and for disabili- 
ty and new surgical techniques, 
but I see no reason why, with a 
good connection being made 
between the health service and 


science, and with the scientific 
method brought to bear on 
health service problems, that 
should not he perfectly well 
managed within the NHS as we 
know it.“ 

Assessing what worked, and 
what did not. had led to reduc- 
tions in some procedures, such 
as D &. Cs - scraping of the lin- 
ing of the womb - in women un- 
der 411. and a wide range of 
studies had been commissioned 
from compelling different med- 
ical and surgical treatments for 
coronary artery disease to as- 
sessing which artificial hip joint 
worked best. 

A system for disseminating 
the result*, was now in place that 
could inform doctors of best 
practice and affect the con- 
tracts that health authorities 
placed, he added. ""What we are 
engaged in is a science-based ra- 
tionalisation of health care, as | 
an alternative to arbitrary ra- 
tioning. We are saying that the 
power of this approach is such 
that we can absorb the new 
things - recognising that many 
innovations have ultimately 
been cost -reducing, for exam- 
ple the replacement of surgery 
for ulcers, first by drugs ... and 
now by a simpler and cheaper 
use of antibiotics. 

“We have a healthier popu- 
lation now, there are many 
more things we can do and are 
doing, and these seem to me 
pointers to a manageable NHS, 
but it is essential that it is sci- 
ence based." 

However. Sir Michael added 
that as yet “we do not know 
what the reai payback of mov- 
ing to an evidence-based NHS 
will be*’. The research and de- 
velopment directorate is de- 
veloping an economic model to 
provide better estimates of that, 
he said. But “we have a whole 
range of anecdotes and indi- 
vidual examples and if we be- 
gin to aggregate these it is not 
difficult to get to film that could 
be released for improved pa- 
tient care, while improving the 
quality of existing care. I suspect 
it could be more.” 



Masterful performance: Luke McShane studying the board at the Hastings Chess Congress, where he beat Scotland’s Colin McNab 


Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


Winning moves of a 12-year-old chess king 


WILLIAM HAHTSTON 

Chess Correspondent 

Away from the chessboard, 
Luke McShane seems much 
like any other bright 12-year- 
old. He darts quickly bom one 
thing to another, he’fidgets. he 
grins a good deal and he ap- 
pears rather insecure and sus- 
picious in the company of 
grown-ups whom he docs nol 
know very well. 

Once the chessmen are in his 
hands, however, he is trans- 
formed into a model of con- 
centration and confidence. Last 
weekend. Luke became the 


youngest British player ever to 
defeat a grandmaster when he 
beat Scotland's Colin McNab m 
the Challengers Tournament at 
Lhe Hastings Chess Congress. 

Nobody was surprised. He 
has, after all, been beating 
adults in tournaments since he 
was 7, and, by winning the 
world under-10 championship 
in 1992, became the youngest 
holder of the title of Fide Mas- 
ter, the first rung on the long 
ladder to grandmasteiy. 

Luke was taught chess by his 
grandfather at the age of five 
and won his first junior tour- 
nament six months later. living 


in west London, be was fortu- 
nate to fall into the clutches of 
the Richmond Chess Initiative, 
a highly competitive training 
scheme for young players that 
has produced a string of junior 
champions. Under the tuition of 
grandmaster Daniel King, Luke 
has made astounding progress, 
notching up a series of impres- 
sive wins over International 
Masters and now gaming his 
first grandmaster scalp. 

But does he have what it 
takes to getto the very top? The 
experience of other chess prodi- 
gies is certainly encouraging. 
There have been only half-a- 


dozen players in history who at- 
tained a similar level of play aL 
such an early age. Paul Morphy, 
Jose Raul Capablanca, Bobby 
Fischer and Garry Kasparov 
went on to become the world's 
strongest players. Our own 
Nigel Short rose to become the 
official world title challenger. 

The next few years wfll de- 
termine whether Luke can fol- 
low in the steps of these 
champions. There are, however, 
different schools of thought 
about how best to turn a child 
prodigy into a world-beater. The 
old Soviet system knew how to 
deliver the goods. When a tal- 


ented 1 0-year-old was spotted, he 
would be taken into the Botvin- 
nik Chess School. Then almost 
nothing would be heard of him 
until he emerged to win a major 
international tournamenL 
Thr English technique, prac- 
tised cm Short and more recently 

Michael Adams, has been to 
throw them in at (he deep end 
and hope. Short’s battering in 
his first strong international 
tournament probably put back 
his chess development by a 
couple of years while he rebuilt 
his confidence. Luke had a 
similar traumatic baptism last 
year, when he finished last in the 


Richmond International, but he 
seems to have recovered well. 

Finally, there is the Hungar- 
ian system as practised by Las- 
zlo and Clara Polgar on their 
three daughters: teach them the 
moves at 2 1/2 and specialise in 
chess from the age of six. Judit 
Polgar is now ranked tenth in 
the world at the age of 19. 

At Westminster School, 
which Luke now attentfs, spe- 
cialising in chess is not an 
option. All the same, perhaps 
now would be a good time to 
put your money on a McShane- 
Polgar match for the World 
Championship in 2010. 


e Feeding time: France loses culinary face while Britons head for the chill cabinet 

Ronay grounds ‘Meal in a box’ 
French fore draws flm a day 


LOUISE JURY 

In a reversal of culinary repu- 
tations, the British have beat- 
en the French. Investigations by 
the food guru Egon Ronay pro- 
duced a resounding Gallic 
trouncing. 

Not in the field of haute cui- 
sine, exactly: the experience in 
question was of the variety 
sandwiched in before a flight to 
Malaga. But in Mr Ronay's 
survey of airport cuisine, 
Heathrow was declared winner 
over its main Wtest European ri- 
vals: Schiphol airport in Ams- 
terda m, Charles de Gaulle in 
Paris, and Frankfurt 

At the request of BAA, the 
former, privatised British Air- 
ports Authority, Mr Ronay. took, 
six days to sample some. 200 
items of food and drink from 
five outlets at each airport. - 

Schiphol got 1 out of 10 for 
food quality, with fare includ- 
ing a hotdog sausage that tast- 
ed “like a piece of leather". Mr 
Ronay said: “It is for the Food 
masochist. Anybody who eats at 
Amsterdam, airport needs to 
have his head and palate ex- 
amined. It is below criticism.” 

Charles de Gaulle got 2 out 


of 10. “The airport's catering 
runs completely contrary to the 
Firench reputation for food,” he 
said. “Food at Charles de 
Gaulle is for people who have 
damaged their palates in some 
way. I would advise people 
strongly to eat before they get 
to the airport” 

Frankfurt achieved 4 out of 
10, but lost out on service. 
“The food is much better than 
at Amsterdam and Paris. But all 
the catering, including the food, 
exudes inefficiency." 

By comparison. Heathrow 
was awarded 6.5 to 7 out of 10. 
“The most outstanding thing 
about Heathrow was the friend- 
liness of the staff. The places are 
extremely well organised and 
the general standard, although 
it needs constant monitoring, is 
increasing all the time," Mr 


while the worst, at Charles de 
Gaulle’s French Riviera restau- 
rant, were definitely nul points. 

A Heathrow spokesman said: 
“It is recognition of our efforts 
to provide passengers with a 
wide range of restaurants and 
snack-food facilities.” 


Britons are spending £Im a day 
on pre-cooked dinners and 
meals-for-one because they are 
too busy or too lonely to cook, 
according to industry analysts, 
writes Louise Jury. 

Rocketing divorce figures, 
more working women, and in- 
creasingly hectic lifestyles have 
prompted a boom in the ready- 
meals business. 

Datamonitor, which analyses 
the sector , said it expected fig- 
ures to show a 10-per-cent in- 
crease in the last year over 
£3 23m sales of chilled meals in 
1994. 

The increase is a clear indi- 
cator of social change. A 
spokeswoman for Datamonitor 
said: “People who live cm their 
own do not want to spend hours 
cooking a full meal tor just one 
person. There is more variety 
too on the ready-meal shelves. 
Italian dishes were always pop- 
ular but, now, so are Indian, 
Chinese and Mexican." 

The British, she added, are 
becoming more adventurous 


in their tastes and would buy 
foods tried on foreign holidays 
if they did not have lime to cook. 

International cuisine ac- 
counts for 4 in 10 ready-made 
meals while traditional fore, 
such as steak and kidney pie, has 
dropped from a quarter of the 
market five years ago to 17 per 
cenL One in eight meals is veg- 
etarian. 

Marks & Spencer dominates 
sales, providing more than half 
of the pre-cooked dinners and 
meals-for-one bought in 
Britain, even though only two 
per cent of the population does 
its weekly regular grocery shop- 
ping at the store. Salisbury 
sells 17 per cent of the total, and 
Tesco 12 percent 

“People are switching to 
ready meals as they are more 
convenient.” the analysts’ 
spokeswoman said. “Working 
women have less time to pre- 
pare a meal and ... chilled 
ready meals are proving to be 
the perfect caterer for a dining- 
in occasion." 
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Cheque Rate 


Cheque Account rate for agreed overdrafts up to £250 

14.496 EAR 15-3% 

Cheque Account rate for agreed overdrafts over £250 

17.496 EAR 18.896 

Premier Cheque Account 
9596 EAR 9,9% 

Cheque Account and Premier Cheque Account rata far unauthowed 
borrowing 

22.896 EAR 25^96 
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DAILY POEM 


White Peaches 

By Alan Ross 

There hvs the Rhone, neat barges 

WUh gardens imitating real life, 

A collie so brushed its coat 
Flowed like water. 

At a fruitstall we fingered 
White peaches, their un bruised flesh 

Headier than man-made seem. 

Today, months later, I picked one up 

Again, hesitantly, and it was as if 
AU this lime the scent of you 

Had been stored in die soft skin, 

\ Its aroma bottled and dated. 

An unlooked for delight in the autumn was the publication 
of .Alan Ross’s After Pusan (HarvflJ, £9.99), Since X961 Ross 
has been editor of the London Magazine but has also published 
poetry collections, travel books, seven cricketing companions 
and two volumes of autobiography. After Pusan is the result 
of a creative re-start when Ross took a trip to Seoul m South 
Korea after a breakdown in the mid-Eighties. This is an old- 
fashioned poetry collection; polished in tone and subject mat- 
ter, delicate in its sensibilities, content with the miniature portrait 
rather than the grand canvas, and unexpectedly touching. 
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ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


ONLY ONE TESSA PER PERSON. MINIMUM ME II. TERM i YEARS- MAXIMUM SUBSCRIPTION C9.MO INTEREST IS SUBJECT TO INCOME TAX AT THE BASIC RATE If YOU WITHDRAW 
ANY CAPITAL DURING THE t YEAR TERM. WITHDRAWAL OF CAPITAL SUBJECT TO SO DAYS' NOTICE OR B9 DAYS' LOSS CF INTEREST ON THE WHOLE CAPITAL BALANCE- INTEREST 
RATES ARE VARIABLE. THE RATE QUOTED IB PAYABLE ON BALANCES OP fB.OOQ OR MORE IN A VARIABLE RATE TESSA, IISSuE »l OTHER INTEREST RATES APPLY ON DIFFERENT 
BALANCES INTEREST PAID ANNUALLY. OB MONTHLY ON INVESTMENTS DE DUE* C3.DP0. MINIMUM INVESTMENT OF CI.0DB FOB NEW INVESTORS INTEREST IS CALCULATED 
DAILY PROM THE DAY FOLLOWING RECEIPT UP TO AND INCLUDING THE DAY BEFORE WITHDRAWAL. EXCEPT FOR INVESTMENTS MADE BY CHEQUE WHERE INTEREST IS 
CALCULATED FROM THE FOURTH BANKING DAY FOLLOWING RECEIPT I SATURDAYS. SUNDAYS AND BANE HOLIDAYS ARE NOT BANKING OAYSi PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TESSA 
IISSUE Z| IS A NEW ACCOUNT, ONLY MADE AVAILABLE TO CUSTOMERS FROM I JANUARY IMS. THE HATES QUOTED ABOVE ARE ONLY PAYABLE TO TESSA IISSuE ?! CUSTOMERS 
CUSTOMERS WHO OPENED TESSAS PRIOR TO I JANUARY 1991 SHOULD CONTACT THEIR LOCAL BRANCH FOR DETAILS OF THEIR INTEREST RATES DECEMBER 19«* FULL 
DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE FROM ANY BRANCH OF THE SOCIETY. ALLIANCE B LEICESTER BUILDING SOCIETY 0ADBY ADMINISTRATION GLEN ROAD QADBl. LEICESTER LE? <PF 
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0% APR over 2 years' 


Even Nick Leeson could stay in the black if he 
drove a ZX. 

The Citroen ZX's programmed rear-wheel steering 
delivers a level of roadholding and grip that ensures 
the ZX sweeps confidently through any bend. 


ON THE ROAD PRICE FOR ZX 1.4i ELATION 5 DOOR" 
DEPOSIT (50%) 

24 MONTHLY PAYMENTS (0% APR) 

TOTAL PAYABLE 


£10,897.00 

£5,448.50 


£227.02 


£10.897.00 


And with the ZX you can now handle your 
finances as easily as the most hazardous country 
road. Because until January 31st all 1.4 petrol and 
1.9 diesel ZX models are available with 0% APR 
finance over two years: 

The Special Edition ZX Elation is available from 
£10,897 on the road** and boasts power steering, 
electric sunroof, central locking, driver's airbag 
and coded engine immobiliser as standard, as 
well as a free Vodafone mobile phone.* (Perfect 
for inviting the bank manager out to lunch.) 


For those who wonder about the colour of their 
money, the 5 door ZX Elation comes in a choice of 
four metallic colours. There's also a choice of petrol, 
diesel or turbo diesel engines! 

For further information you can phone free 
on 0800 262 262 or visit your local Citroen dealer 
where you'll discover how the Citroen ZX can 
seriously improve your balance. 



CITROEN ZX 


NOTHING MOVES YOU LIKE a CITROEN 
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CAH SHOWN ZX V<« ELAJION 6 1 
STATUS. WRITTEN 0U0TATI ONS 
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Traditionalist’s tribal links may keep West at bay 


leanings worry the West 


ashraf fouad 

Reuters 

Duhai — Crown Prince Ah- 
uuilah. who was handed (he run’ 
"“MS °f govern men l hy his 
mil I -brother king Fahd vcstcr- 
Uay. i-. widely seen as a lough 
iraditiunalist who could prove 
h e k>s open 10 the West. 
The King issued a decree 
handing affairs ul slate lo the 
crown prince so he can rest 
a/ler suffering a stroke in 
November. 

The 7 1 -j ear-i ild prince "is m «l 
outgoing with foreigners like 


King Fahd". a diploma! said. 
Many .Arab analysis siy (he dif- 
ference between the two i.s in 
style rather ih.in policy. “The 
ouilofik will he very similar or 
else he would not have he- 
comc crown prince." one said. 

Arab analysis say if a con- 
sensus within the family hud not 
been reached in 1982. when he 
replaced King Fahd :ls crown 
prince. Ahduliah could have 
been dropped from the running 
fur the kingdom's highest post. 

Diplomats refer to Prince 
Abdullah's pan-Arab leanings, 
especially his close lies to Syr- 


ia. Saudi Arabia places much 
emphasis on its relationship 
with the United States and the 
West, Ties with Washington 
date from 1932 when the father 
of Fahd and Abdullah. King Ab- 
dul-Aziz (popularly known ;ts 
Ibn Saud). founder uf Saudi 
Arabia, granted an oil c.xplo- 
rat ion cunecssion i< . a Uli firm. 

Prince Abdullah has the 
handicap of having only half- 
brothers in the Saudi' royal 
family. Full brothers and ihcir 
sons lend to side together at 
family meetings when a con- 
sensus is sought on crucial is- 


sues. But as head of the well- 
armed 5 7.1 Bui-strong Naiiun.il 
Guard he enjoys tribal backing 
in the desert kingdom. 

Prince Abdullah is one ot the 
more than 30 surviving sons of 
Abdul -Aziz who had 44 sons by 
22 wives and died in 1953. 
Since then the throne has 
moved from brother lo broth- 
er among Ibn Saud's sons, 
although some were excluded; 
Ibn Saud was succeeded by 
Saud: then came Faisal who was 
stubbed to death in 1975: next 
was Khaled who died in 19S2: 
and finally Fahd. the main ar- 


chitect u( Riyadh's policies for 
the past tw u decades and a dom- 
inant force in Gull Arab affairs- 

Crowu Prince Abdullah has 
been in charge of the National 
Guard since 1%2 and has ob- 
jected pressure lo merge it with 
the regular armed forces head- 
ed by "his half-brother. Prince 
Sultan, diplomats say. 

An official profile says the 
crown prince acquired many 
virtues from his father ‘‘Probity, 
correct conduct munificence, 
charity . love for his fellow coun- 
trymen. humility and religious 
devotion." 


The latter is of great impor- 
tance in the conservative and 
predominantly Sunni Muslim 
kingdom, home to the two holy 
shrines in Mecca and Medina. 

Prince Sultan. 68, is one of six 
Tull brothers to King Fahd and 
is the top candidate to become 
crown prince once Abdullah as- 
sumes the throne. He has been 
Minister of Defence and Avia- 
tion since 1962. King Fahd is 
Prime Minister, with Crown 
Prince Abdullah first deputy 
and Prince Sultan second 
deputy prime minister. 

The mainly US-trained Na- 


tional Guard, in which iribal 
forces have a large presence, is 
charged with defending strate- 
gic installations, including oil 
producing and exporting facil- 
ities. Its US-run training centre 
in Riyadh was the target of a cur 
bomb on 13 November in which 
five Americans were killed. 

Crown Prince Abdullah is 
not known to speak English. At 
celebrations, he often joins 
tribesmen in bedouin dances. 
He has six sons, including 
Prince Mitab who is deputy 
chief of the National Guard. 

Leading article, page 10 


Sarajevo 
celebrates 

dawn of 
new era 


EMMADAiY 

Sarajevo 

Trails of red tracer bullets form- 
ing an arc across the sky hailed 
the start of 1996 in Sarajevo, 
which everyone hopes and 
many now believe will be a time 
of peace. 

Across the city, where the 
10pm curfew was suspended for 
the holiday that unites Saraje- 
vans of ali creeds, the sounds 
and Lights from many parlies 
filled the streets. A British 
brigadier, an Irish rock star 
and the Bosnian Foreign Min- 
ister mingled at one gathering. 

Bono, lead singer of U2, 
came to celebrate New Year in 
Sarajevo with Muhamed Sacir- 
bey, the Foreign Minister, and 
promised to return with the rest 
of the band for a concert. “I'm 
very happy lo be the first tourist 
in the new Sarajevo," he said 
on New Year’s Eve. 

With light, beat, water, gas, 
food, clothes on sale and street- 
lights instead of snipers. Sara- 
jevo started tbe New: Year in 
almost normal circumstances, 
although the physical destruc- 
tion. mental scars and barriers 
of fear remain. 

In the shattered library, a 
bizarre mix of Ottoman and 
Austro-Hungarian styles in- 
tended as a symbol of Bosnia, 
Bono paused for photogra- 
phers. "Nothing really prepares 
you for the destruction, and my 
first impression was that if peo- 
ple can live through this they 
must be extraordinary people 
with a great future,” Bono said. 

His presence waspro dfc gtf 
the changes wrought. by JNtfins 
peace implementation 
For) in the past 4 2 days: celebri- 
ties were thin on the ground 
during the war, except for vis- 
its by politicians with troops 
serving as peace-keepers, and 
the writer Susan Sontag. 


Now many Bosnians arc 
coming back, if only to visit their 
families over the holidays. One 
couple, returning from Ger- 
many, drove through the Serb- 
held suburb of Ilidza - a journey 
still off-limits to most Saraje- 
vans, terrified by the prospect 
of entering enemy' territory'. 

Ilidza and the four other 
Serb-held suburbs that will re- 
vert lo government rule next 
month hold Orthodox Christ- 
mas next Sunday and New Year 
a week later. The residents feel 
there is little lo celebrate. The 
new-found freedom in Saraje- 
vo is a bitter pill for Serbs who 
besieged the city for so long in 
an attempt to divide it. 

Many plan to leave rather 
than live under Bosnian gov- 
ernment control. Gone are the 
days when the barren shops of 
Sarajevo made Ilidza look like 
a bazaar - fuel there now costs 
three German marks (£13) a 
litre, three limes the price in 
Sarajevo, though, still a far cry 
. from the DM30 Sarajevans had 
-to pay at the height of ihe 
siege. 

iMl the Serbs are aware of the _ 
uncertainty we will face in, the! 
future and we are aware of the 
difficulties we will experience.'" 
said Nenad Pope vie, a police- 
man at a Serb checkpoint. “But 
it is better to leave than to be a 
second-class citizen.” 

On Sunday night local politi- 
cians, diplomats and aid work- 
ers joined ordinary people at the 
National Theatre lo hear the 
Sarajevo Philharmonic Or- 
chestra play Beethoven’s Fifth. 

I-For celebrated by organis- 
■ mg an American football match 
- die Bosnia Bowl - between of- 
ficers and NCOs at Kiseljak, a 
Croat-held town near Sarajevo. 
Perhaps the most appropriate 
tribute was the parade through 
the city by a Spanish group. 
“Clowns without Frontiers." 



No jobs for the boys: Unemployed workers in Hong Kong wearing paper masks with sad faces to protest about their plight. The unemployment rate in the colony is 
expected to rise to 3.6 per cent this year, the highest rate for 10 years. These workers said that on the public housing estate where they live 17 per cent are out of work 

Peking seeks to break Hong Kong impasse 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

China has begun the new year 
by calling for a "new dawn" in 
Sin o-British preparations for the 
reuum of Hong Kong's sover- 
eignty to China next year. 

Lu Ping, the most senior 
Chinese official dealing with the 
colony's affairs, delivered tinsJ 
message in an intezview pub: 
Tishedgresicrday fry-the official . 


- . i° a News Agency. As . 

ever/tbe head of Peking’s Hong 
Ju^qg and Macau Affairs office 


was studiously ambiguous in in- This is the usual view ex- 
dicaiing whether or not the pressed by Chinese officials in 
deep freeze in relations be-’ recent months when referring 
tween Britain and China hadi -lo Britain.lt indicates that the 
begun to thaw. . door is open [for better relations 
He spoke approvingh' afnextV.but will - l>e .firmly closed if 
week’s visit lo Peking^y' Ma]- Britaimp^arsjes policies, such as 
colm Rifldnd. the Foff^u&^Sec: promote democracy in Hong 
retaiy, stating that Britain Trad Kong, which are anathema to 
given a commitment tO-cd-op- ' China. '■ '. 
crate . . but Tck- - ^ Cfc fiia msi^ xmdeafing . d F 
Jowed this hy^ayeng, “we, hope- fjpcfty wjjh the Fpx&gp. Office 
that tbis eomixutnrenf |to -calherffian-having 

.operation] wiUiot be restrict-.^, jnytiupg to d^.wjih -Chris Rat- 
ed to words,- but put into • ten, "the Gcrvernorbf Hong 
practice”. ’ • Kong, who is blamed for being 


“unco-operative” and making 
what China views as provocative 
reforms in the political sphere. 

Mr Lu, who has recently re- 
covered from a long Alness, is 
a master of ambiguity, using 
most of his public Utterances to 
offer both carrot and stick. Jn 
yesterday's interview, the 
biggest carrot was his assurance 
~thaltiieT5£^ 

toryGoaunmce, vrtxfrpy.Gbi-_._ 
na last-w^Kwordd^^ 
take.crvet tbejuqjQiqg of Hong 
Kong before 1 July 1997. \ : _ - 

This assurance was given in 


the face of suggestions that 
China would need a shadow 
government up and running 
before the transfer of power. Mr 
Lu. regarded as a moderate by 
Britain, is using his authority to 
dispel this idea. 

However the composition of 
the committee, personally cho- 
sen by the senior Communist 
Pkrtyleatfership, makes it clear 
that China will have no truck 
Witlrpeople in Hong Kong who 
are pot seen.as loyal. 

- The HongKongmembersof 
the committee are dominated 


by business leaders and promi- 
nent personalities who are 
either long-time “friends" of 
Peking or have recently been 
transformed from being pillars 
of the colonial establishment to 
becoming loyal supporters of 
the Chinese government. “We 
sang for the motherland," was 
how one of them described 
their activities. 

The committee has no 
Democratic Party member or 
other candidates who have con- 
sistently won the largest share 
of the popular vote. 


Israelis admit use of banned shells 


Jerusalem (Reuter) — A cabi- 
net minister said yesterday that 
Israeli forces in Lebanon in 
dashes with Muslim guerrillas 
use internationally banned 
shells which spray sieel darts. 

“It is a very good weapon ... 
the most effective for hitting 
infantry targets.” said Ephraim 
Sneh, the health minister and a 
former army commander, in an 
interview on Lsrael Radio. 

Israeli military spokesmen 
have previously declined to 
comment on the widely re- 


ported use of the ammunition, 
which has also caused civilian 
and LIN casualties in Israels oc- 
cupation zone in south 
Lebanon. Referring to a clash 
with guerrillas there last week, 
Mr Sneh said that Israeli sol- 
diers “.identified terrorists and 
fired at them with this ammu- 
nition, which we are happy to 
say did the job". 

UnifD, the United Nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon, says 
it has protested to Israel about 
their use. 


Three UN peace- keepers 
were wounded last month by 
dart shells fired by an Israeli 
tank at 3 Norwegian squad on 
night patrol, a Lruffl spokesman 
said. Israeli security sources 
said Israeli soldiers had appar- 
ently fired on what they thought 
were guerrillas. 

Last July, a four-year-old 
Lebanese boy and his two sis- 
ters, aged 16 and 11, were 
killed by the banned shells., 

A UN peace- keeper was 
killed by Israeli dan shells in 


December 1993, according to a 
spokesman for L^nifil. 

Mr Sneh said the ammunition 
was “completely legitimate”. 
“We are. in effect, fighting in- 
fantry - terrorists ..." he said. 
“I do not see any ethical con- 
straint here.” 7 

■ Mariayoun. Lebanon (AP) — 
Guerrillas marked the new year 
with a Katyusha rocket 
attack on an Israeli outpost on 
the Lebanese-Israeli border 
yesterday- Security sources said 
no casualties were reported. 


Juppe pushes on with welfare shake-up 


marydejevsky 

Paris 

Reform of the French welfare 
system, which precipitated three 
weeks of strikes and protests in 
the closing months of last year, 
will be rushed into law in the 
next few weeks following the 
removal over the weekend of 
the Iasi legal and administrative 
obstacles lo its progress. 

The Constitutional Council 
ruled that the government of 
Alain Juppd was within its rights 
to introduce the main reform 
legislation by ordinance rather 
than by standard parliamentary 
procedure of bills and debates. 
Opposition Socialist MPs had 

asked the council, which has the 

last word on constitutional mat- 
ters, lo rule on. the constitu- 


tionality of accelerating such 
important legislation in this 
manner. 

Earlier, they had employed 
Mocking tactics to delay pre- 
liminary legislation. 'With the 
green ligfrtthos given, the gov- 
ernment published its first two 
draft ordinances on New Year’s 
Eve, hours after the council had 
pronounced. 

One concerns imposition of 

a new tax to help pay off the wel- 
fare system's accumulated debt 
the other sets a 2.1 per cent 
maximum for increased spend- 
ing by hospitals and GPs and 
makes minor changes in reim- 
bursement arrangements for 
some doctors. 

Most practical obstacles to 
the reforms have also been re- 
moved. The “social summit- 


convened by Mr Juppe on 21 
December gave the unions what 
they had wanted in terms of 
recognition and a largely sym- 
bolic role in decision-making. 

They had already obtained a 
pledge that all eariy-retirement 
arrangements in the public sec- 
tor would be retained, the sus- 
pension of a committee set up 
to consider changes to public- 
sector pensions and abolition of 
a restructuring plan for the na- 
tionalised railway company. 

The strikes, which paralysed 
the country until mid-Decem- 
ber, are almost over. Public- 
transport workers in Marseilles, 
whose strike was yesterday in its 
26th day, are still bolding out, 
but their particular grievance re- 
lates to local terms and condi- 
tions of employment, not to the 


welfare reforms as such. The 
postal sorting workers in Caen, 
whose strike was broken by 
riot police just before Christmas, 
are back at work. 

While the more militant 
trade-union leaders have 
warned that the strikes could be- 
gin again at any time if the con- 
cessions granted by the 
government do not materialise, 
one of their number, Marc 
Blonde!, of the Force Ouvriere, 
sounded a distinctly conciliator, 
note yesterday. He commented 
approvingly on President 
Jacques Chirac’s New Year 
message, which had contained 
some “openings”. In particular, 
the unions now believe they wifl 
be consulted in the drafting of 
further reform ordinances. 

The new conciliatory tone, 


however, does not alter the 
fact that, despite all the con- 
cessions he made. Mr Juppd has 
retained the core of his welfare- 
reform legislation intact and 
that he clearly enjoys Mr 
Chirac's support. The Presi- 
dent’s tribute to his "courageous 
action" in his New Year message 
showed approval for what he 
was doing, even if his call for 
more dialogue implied criti- 
cism of bow he had set about it 
The result is that, as of yes- 
terday, most French people 
with jobs, and richer pension- 
ers, will find themselves worse 
off. The new tax will cost them 
0 J per cent of total income, in- 
cluding hitherto exempt savings 
income. They wiD pay higher na- 
tional-insurance contributions 
and much higher “hotel" 



Alain Juppe: Has kept his 
reform plan largely intact 

charges for hospital care. How- 
ever, Mr Juppd’s first two or- 
dinances have expressly left the 
delicate subject of health-service 
reorganisation and proposed 
sanctions on overspending doc- 
tors for further discussion. 
Those could well be the next - 
and bitter - battles. 


Upwardly mobile Chinese hail the taxi revolution 


TERESA POOLE 

Yinchuan 


countries, there comes 
when economic devel- 
produccs a defining 
ir symbol of national 
er. Britain has its red 
decker bus and Thailand 
Dressibie three-wheeled 
These days urban Chi- 
>o have their own con- 
■ of convenience, the 
tiandi (literally “bread- 
taxi. nicknamed the 

' for its tendency to 
owards any likely fare, 
viiandi. so called he- 
i shape resembles a loaf 
Unre that many urban 


Chinese can now afford to trav- 
el by something other iban the 
traditional bicycle. It fin} ap- 
peared in Pbking about 1957. 

and since then the arrival of the 

yellow “locusts" in any city has 
provided a highly visible barom- 
eter of economic progress. 

Lao Yang, 50, was in the van- 
guard of this revolution when it 
hit the city of Yinchuan early 
last year. Yinchuan is the cap- 
ital of Ningxia, one of the poor 
inland provinces which Chi- 
na's leaders rile when they talk 
of the worrying wealth gap be- 
tween fast-growing coastal re- 
gions and the hinlerland- 

Ningjua. in the drought-strick- 
en north-west, remains impov- 


erished. Bnt since February 
even Yinchuan has boasted the 
miandi, one of the last provin- 
cial capitals to welcome them. 

“At first, people were not sure 
if they could make money with 
the miandi ” said Mr Yang. 
“Some tried and the result was 
very good. So people rushed and 
wanted to be miandi drivers." 

Mr Yang took to the wheel of 
a miandi four months ago. “J 
now think of myself as agptihu," 
he said, using the expression for 
a self-employed entrepreneur, 
albeit one mired in oid-syie bu- 
reaucracy. “1 have to pay 21 dif- 
ferent kinds of taxes,” he 
groaned. 

In a good month Mr Yang can 


clear a profit of 3,000 yuan 
(£230), about five times his old 
salary as a driver at the state 
Foreign Tourism Bureau and. 
before that, the Transport Bu- 
reau. He works up to 1 6 hours 
a day, seven days a week, and 
in three years will own his ve- 
hicle under a hire-purchase 
deal with the Transport Bureau. 
Mr Yang is the sort of upward- 
ly mobile character who could 
be found in the south and east 
of China more than a decade 
ago and who is emerging in 
places like Yinchuan. 

He says Yinchuan now has 
300 miandis to add lo the car- 
taxis introduced in the Eighties. 
“The miandi drivers earn the 


most,'* he said, although the 
cross-city fare is just 10 yuan 
(77p). “More people can afford 
miandis than car-taxis." 

Yinchuan's growing middle 
classes can be seen clambering 
in and out of miandis. 

“They are people who do pri- 
vate business, like dealing in 
steel, or wool traders. People 
who have mobile phones. Some 
of them cm afford to take a 
miandi to work every day. even 
if it is a short distance," said Mr 
Yang. 

For Mr Yang, it is not only the 
increased earnings that matter. 
“1 don’t like to be controDed by 
others," he said, thinking back 
to his former life. “Wien I 


worked at the Tourist Bureau, 
on Tuesday and Friday mornings 
every week we had to go to 
political meetings to be taught 
about government policy or 
traffic regulations. Now it is only 
on the fifth of every month for 
two hours. We just read the 
Ningxia Transportation News- 
paper," he added. 

But old habits die hard, es- 
pecially in remote parts of Chi- 
na. Mr Yang plans to work as a 
miandi driver for several years. 
“After that, I want to go back lo 
my oJd work unit (the Tourism 
Bureau]," he said explaining 
that ir still holds his peisonal file. 
“I want them to take care of me 
when 1 am retired and sick." 


IN BRIEF 


Raw materials give Moscow a trade boost 

Moscow - A boost in raw-materials exports helped Russia's for- 
eign trade soar 27.9 per cent in 1995 to reach $97-5bn (£A5bn j. 
Preliminary estimates show exports climbed more than 31 per cent 
to $63bn, compared with $48bn in 1 994. Imports rose 22 per cent 
to $34.5bn, said First Deputy Prime Minister Oleg Soskovets. That 
left Russia with a trade surplus of $2S_5bn, 43 per cent higher 
than in 1994. Most of Russia's trade is with countries of the for- 
mer Soviet Union. The German Foreign Minister. Klaus Kinkel. 
said in an article in Die Weh that Russia's resurgent Communists 
could be defeated in this year's presidential election if pro-re- 
form forces united around a single candidate. AP 

Nigerian junta frees another Abiola aide 

Lagos - Nigeria’s military authorities have freed another aide of 
the detained presidential claimant Mosbood Abiola. Newspapers 
said Ademola Adeniji-Adele, who had been held without trial 
for 17 months in the northern city of Kaduna, was freed on 
Saturday and was expected to return to his home in Lagos. He 
is the third aide of Mr Abiola. undeclared winner of the annulled 
1993 presidential election, to be freed since pressure on the gov- 
ernment to release detainees was stepped up in November after 
nine minority-rights activists were hanged. Reuter 

Pope dedicates 1996 to children 

Rome - Fraying yesterday that he and the rest of the world may 
live to see 2000, the Pope said adults owed it to children to guar- 
antee a future of peace in the next millennium. The Roman 
Catholic Chureh celebrates 1 January as World Peace Day and 
the Pope derided to dedicate 1996 to children, especially those 
suffering from war or other violence. “Every child you can say. 
is a symbol of human history that begins all over, with tenacious 
hope," he told tourists and pilgrims in St Peter's Square. .AP 

Lebanon’s year of living less violently 

Beirut - A total of 285 people died as a result of violence in 
Lebanon in 1995, the lowest toll since the civil war ended in lf^U. 
More than half died in clashes between guerrillas and Israeli troops 
and militias holding an anti-guerrilla zone in south Lebanon, the 
last active front in the Israeli-Arab conflict Reuter 

Moi guides Kenyans clear of sex manual 

Nairobi - President Daniel arap Moi has banned a family-plan- 
ning book published by the Girl Guides Association of Ameri- 
ca because it talks about sex Family Life was immoral and promoted 
promiscuity, the Daily Nation quoted Mr Moi as saying. “It talks 
about sex and 1 direct that the book be removed from the shelves 
by the (Kenyan) Girl Guides and the Boy Scouts." the President 
said in a speech. Reuter 



Nodding off: A Bangladeshi woman falls asleep at an 
anti-poverty rally in Dhaka attended by about 200,000 
people from underdeveloped villages Photograph; Reuter 
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THE NEW ROVER 200 SERIES 


-- rheerilv 

Smile at duelling drivers. Beam indulgently at suicidal bicycle messengers. Wa\e 

, R firmlv on the 

on their way. What is it about being inside a new Rover 200 that keeps Road Kag 
outside? ; Sleek exterior it may have, but inside there’s plenty of room for driver an f- 

with power 

relax in comfort. j It’s a positive pleasure to drive. It combines very precise handling 
steering on all models. ; It’s extremely responsive. Both diesels and K series petrol enJn 
mannered, but can deliver tremendous poke when necessary. J It gives a really smooth ride, 
suspension is reassuringly firm on the corners whilst allowing you to glide effortlessly along on 

^ ^ J 

straight. ; It’s extremely quiet, with levels of insulation and sound proofing you might expect 
in much more expensive cars, j It’s very economical. All models are highly fuel efficient and servici 
costs are amongst the lowest in its class, j It’s remarkably secure. It comes with perimetric alarm sensois, 
shielded locks and engine immobiliser. And, of course, it’s very safe. It exceeds all European crash-test 
requirements, has side impact beams, driver’s air bag, three inertia reel seat belts on the back seat 
and even a supplementary eyelevel brake light, j With all this in mind, it’s no wonder that you’ll feel 
really good inside, no matter what’s going on outside, j Give us a call now on 0345 186 186. 


ABOVE ALL. IT'i A ROVER 
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news 



America’s politicians may be gearing. up ^ 

election, but the nation is in'cyni(^i irroaCsa^iohn CiiflftSTd ' ' 




, .vV : * '*• "•4f T? 

>istROP fisaS&MF* «< : Vrro:*, - ;x..V v v£^>* 

C sS®: 




ssa&is^wB'-' a^W 




. wra has served in Congressfbr 35years. '■*-. 
.The consummate Washington insider; he has v 
taken insfrucrtiansfaHtt ". 

the chorus denouncing the Iniquities of “big 
government". Described as “Blob Dough* Jn 
a recent cartoon, he displays clarity only in 
his despair to win the presidency at the third 
and final time of asking. 


vrgn^ns.?a*:]^*jD^cctrw*P*PPe.'f^^^5Sr- i ^ 
poOs. He 

success: to a spate’of TV ecWwdSernertts J - . 
selling a simple \deer. swap the pmgressjv& *- 
tax system for a flat-rate tax of 17 percent 
and, hey presto, Washington will be purified 
and the economy will grow. 



IcpSL 1 5”. 

Five Republicans who would be President 




cashlfas? 

Dcte^ hd siraiff __ 
r^tDAMonderwh^her someone 
conservative coakJ ever get elected. 


5;.G^-6ashec«W^-> 

ciirtiaJh = aloSg-the; -. ' 

■ ' ;3Nteacan ltiom»^sd^1$optASC points - 

for protecdonism, isolationism 

. • V -'he ^^isthe darfc ifo^t^idldste fo’wal^.' ; - and Jingoism . Too offensively rad ical to have 

. any chance of winning. 


T his is the serious stuff hap- 
pening in America today: 
the middle classes, increasingly 
dependent on two incomes to 
sustain the material standards 
enjoyed by previous genera- 
tions. do not rise in protest in 
response to the stagnation of 
their wages because they live in 
constant fear of losing their 
jobs. The Dow-Jones index 
breaks new records almost daily 
and Will Street traders raise 
cheers at the news that national 
productivity is improving and 
that yet another company has 
“downsized" to cut costs. If 
there is a difference between 
the predicaments of Ameri- 
cans and Western Europeans, it 
is this: the gap between rich and 
poor in America is the widest 
in the industrialised world, and 
is becoming wider at a faster 
rate than anywhere else. 

By way of compensation for 
the shortage of bread, one of 
the circus diversions on offer 
this year will be that old favour- 
ite, the race for the White 
House. Enjoyed mostly on tele- 
vision. die appeal of the pres- 
idential election contest derives 
from its capacity to combine the 
thrill of organised sport with 
the drama of the chat show. 
There was a hope that 1996 
might sec the injection of an 


elevating third factor, some- 
thing noble and visionary, but 
that faded with General Colin 
Powell's decision in November 
to put family before country. 

The electron spectacle will be 
conducted in two parts. First, 
the Republican candidates, a 
baleful lot described in one 
New York Tones column as an 
appropriate cast for a film noir, 
will be tearing each other to 
pieces in television commer- 
cials in an attempt to secure 
their party’s nomination. But 
the audience for this spectacle 
will not be making tbe networks 
rich. An indicator was pro- 
vided by CNN in November. 
When the leading Republican 
candidates all' appeared tog- 
ether fora debate bn Lorry King 
Live, only 800,000 households 
tuned in - fewer than those who 
watch reruns of.4re you being 
served? on public television. 

The chances that interest 
will perk up in part two of the 
election are reduced by die 
likelihood that Bob Dole win be 
the man to go head-to-head 
against President Clinton in 
the second half of the year. Mr 
Dole has gravitas but no charm. 
Mr Clinton has charm but no 
gravitas. This presents media 
commentators with a problem. 
What they will do is strive to 


be elected, so long will law- 
making in America be an exer- 
cise disproportionately deter- 
mined by moneyed special 
interests. 

No more glaring example 
exists of the institutional cor- 
ruption to which Washington 
politicians are prey. The zeal- 
ous Republican “freshmen’' 


by a non-partisan group called 
American Thlk Issues found 
that 73 per cent of Americans 
persisted in believing that 
“politicians work for them- 
selves and their own careers, 
not the people they represent” ; 
81 per cent believed “gov- 
ernment tax policies help large 
corporations and the wealthy 
more than average people” 
Popular perceptions are sup- 


now, having tasted ported by the evidence of the 

' ii— ■ : — . 

The appeal of the efejetion contest 


make up for the low quality of 
the drama by emphasising the 
intensity of the sport, by con- 
veying a sense that, unexciting 
as the two candidates might be, 

.they are evenly matched and 
sure to engage in a race to the 
finish. 

If all this seems rather cyn- 
ical, it has the merit of reflect- 
ing fairly faithfully the public 
mood. The Republicans won 
control of Congress for the 
first time in 40 years in Novem- 
ber 1994 - not, as conservative 
commentators maintained at 

, yfejilfle 'the tbrffl ,#ca^anised 

the; • 

taSTrich olrtihftTV sbafcghew 

gust. The voters’ hope was that - - - ' - 

honourable government would 
somehow translate into a 
stronger economy, higher 
wages and more secure jobs. 

The Republicans, however, 
have failed to temper the dis- 
gust and, having raised expect- 
ations so high, have succeeded 
only in deepening the cynicism. 

They did not, for example, 
live up to their promise to 
address the question of cam- 


new year has provided a fitting 
conclusion to the year of 
dashed hopes. Tbe disagree- 
ment between the White House 
and Congress which precipit- 
ated the shut-down, keeping 
280,000 federal workers away 
from work and thousands more 
without pay sinoe 16 December, 
goes to tbe heart of the national 
debate unleashed by Newt Gin- 
grich and his Republican foot- 
soldiers at the start of 1995. . . 

Both Democrats and Repub- 
licans actually do start their arg- 
uments in the real-world, from 
a recognition of foe anxiety: 
that is assailing the youngfajd-,- 
dle But t^TO^foerfe • 

which- foedebatelfi^i»tft^>' 
ducted has servedTO^Sffflfidh 




paign finance reform. So long 
as each senator finds himself 
having to raise $6m in order to 


discovered that it i^far.easier 
to raise Burney as an-meumbent 
- because an elected legislator 
is in a far stronger position to 
provide favours and influence 
to wealthy donors than a 
would-be legislator - they have 
concurred with their seniors 
that the issue does not repre- 
sent as high a priority as they 
had initially thought. 

Which is one reason why last 
August, eight months into die 
Republican “revolution”, a poll 


vast iocxease in donations to tbe 
Republican Party by the likes of 
Philip Morris, the tobacco 
giant, since the 1994 election. 
No bigger campaign donors 
exist than tbe corporations that 
run America’s armaments 
industry, this might help explain 
why Congress resolved last year 
to award $7bn more in defence 
spending than the Pentagon 
had requested. 

The government shut-down 
that has straddled the old and 




DIARY 


there a link between being a 
Fellow of the Royal Society and 
motorway service stations? Per- 
haps an expert on etiquette 
can enlighten me. 


Hockney: 
it’s round 2 

David Hockney has already 
announced his intention to give 
a Royal Academy lecture on 
whv Boots the Chemist and the 
police don't understand pic- 
tures. But I see that the new 
year has diverted his wrath 
"from the arrest of Julia 
Somerville, and he has a new 
target in his sights. It is his erst- 
while friend 'MeKyn Bragg. 
Television's host-known arts 
commentator does not under- 
stand television ot its artistic 
possibilities, thunders Britain's 
best-known artist. 

In a heartfelt letter in the new 
edition of Modem Ramos mag- 
azine. Hockney writes of how he 
defends painting cvety day. hut 
that the art world in England 
scents to be obsessed with 
"grunge", avoiding aD the real 
issues. And what is the real 
issue? Apparently, the artistic 
abuse of television. Hockney 
says: “Whv. for instance, has the 
TV picture not altered for 30 
years, whereas the illusion of 


reproduced sound has 
■improved’ enormously? Who 
controls what the picture is like? 
Not, it seems to me. people wbo 
think about pictures a kit It’s 
now making tbe world seem all 
the same colour and lacking any 
space or texture - what has that 
done to us? No photograph of 
a landscape can compete with a 
Monet or Van Gogh and many 
people know this, yet the art 
world thinks the TV picture has 
got nothing to do with it. I think 
TV is a very unvisual medium. 
Melvyn Bragg doesn’t really 
understand this." 

To Maggie 

Taking a breather at the South 
Minims service station on the 
interchange of the M25 and A1 
north of London. I notice the 
plaque marking the opening of 
the service station by Mrs 
Thatcher and find that she is 
commemorated here as Mar- 
garet Thatcher FRS. This is 
thought to be the only public 
place where the former Prime 
Minister's academic honour is 
thus emblazoned. But why? Is 


StNic 


What do you get the girt who has 
everything? A due is contained 
in the prenuptial demands of the 
Hollywood actress Patricia 
Arquette, when asked for her 



The courtship might have 
been briefer and less challeng- 
ing if she had questioned him 
on bis social conscience. Few 
women could have resisted the 
kind of new man who makes the 
sacrifices for his fellow human 
beings that Cage reveals. “I will 
never, ever pork in a handi- 
capped space,” he says. "It’s not 
my style and I think that people 
who do are inviting some kind 
of bad karma.” 


Cry havoc 


Awful Elvis? 


It’s so hard to hear clearly on 
those transatlantic phone 
calls. Or maybe the staff at 
Rolling Stone magazine in 
New York had just had a good 
lunch. Either way, they con- 



signer splash? After Boots, Hockney targets TV 


Tough love: Arquette 

hand in marriage by the scowl- 
ing star of Leening Ois Vegas, 
Nicolas Cage. Miss Arquette set 
him on a quest to prove his 
devotion. Her needs induded: 
the autograph of the reduave 
novelist JD Salinger, a black 
orchid, a wedding dress from a 
tribe in northern Tibet and a 
fibreglass statue from a Los 
Angeles hamburger restaurant 
Cage bought a purple orchid 
and painted it black, and found 
a letter signed by Salinger in a 
specialist autograph amp, he 
relates in an interview in the 
February edition tf&quinc. At 
this point Miss Arquette, like 
the orchid, wilted, though it 
took her a further eight years to 
many Cage, presumably 
because of her inflexibility over 
wedding dress designs. 


Before Christmas. I explained 
how the strikes in Pans were 
upsetting the fashion world by 
causing folk to walk to work. 
Now, the social editor of 
Harpers &. Queen, La for Celes- 
tria Noel - a name that pre- 
destines one at birth to be the 
social editor at Harpers & 
Queen - tells me I underesti- 
mated the havoc that was 
caused. 

Worse than the cream of 
society arriving late for the 
Debutantes' Ball, the real 
problem -was a result of all the 
Paris socialites overestimating 
the time it would take them to 
get there because of tbe strikes 
- and arriving early. According 
to Lady Celestna, this "flus- 
tered foe organisers, as such a 
thing had never been heard of 
in such fashionable circles". 


Mogged 


Cats can be awfully expensive 
to feed these days. Could this 
have anything to do with the 
cost of advertising cat food? 
The advertising agency BMP 
DDB Needham, whicn has a 
serious feline interest holding 
the accounts for Purrfect, 
Arthur’s, Felix and Choosy, 
reveals in its internal newslet- 
ter that the total billing for the 
account is more than £ 8 3 dl 



Unkindest cub Costello 


tacted the British rock star 
Elvis Costello for a tribute 
after the death of Jerry Gar- 
cia of the Grateful Dead, and 
repurted Costello as saying 
that Jerry "sang with the 
awfulest voice”. This did seem 
a slightly churlish comment to 
make about a chap so recently 
departed. And sure enough, in 
tbe current issue Costello, 
points out that he actually 
said Garda “sang with tbe 
author’s .voice”. 

If you 1 say the latter very 
quickly, then say “awfblest" in 
a New York accent you can 
just about see how the confu- 
sion might arise. For Costello, 
the most literary of song- 
writers, the unkindest cut was 
that he could be thought to 
have used an expression like 
“ awful est". “‘Is there even 
such a word?” he asked. 

He's never beard tbe Grate- 
ful Dead on a bad night. 


onuc malaise as to reinforce 
widespread dissatisfaction with 
the politicians in Washington. . 

Tbe impression is created 
that ordinary people’s econ- 
omic concerns are viewed by 
the politicians, wbo spend heav- 
ily on focus groups to establish 
precisely what those concerns 
are, as simply the raw foaterial 
with which to shape their elec- 
toral sales pitches. 

One of the principal argu- 
ments test-marketed by the 
Republicans to win tbe 1994 
congressional election goes (ike 


this: America will become pros- 
perous and happy again if it can 
destroy “the liberal welfare 
state" (or, as Senator Phil 
Gramm puts it, “get people off 
the cart and start pulling with 
tbe rest of us”) and balance the 
budget within a biblically reso- 
nant seven years. Mr dm ton’s 
Democrats, bereft of alterna- 
tive plans of their own, merely 
disagree. 

The likely winner in this par- 
ticular game is Mr Clinton, 
Simply by standing stilL he has 
giwn the ple asingly p residential 
impression of defending the 
^American people against yet 
'another piece’ of congressional 
-C&ifc&neiy. Since, the Repubb-. 

Tiave defined balancing 
■^foefodergl budget as their most 
sacred and urgent task, it is 
bartfly surprising that large sec- 
tors of the public should have 
viewed as sordid foe 
cans’ resolve to cut capil 
taxes - or grant rewards to 
their electoral benefactors - 
while proposing cuts in health 
care for the elderly and foe 
abolition of benefits to single 
teenage mothers. 

None of which bears any 
great relevance to the serious 
economic questions of the day, 
determined as they are not by 
governments but the unceitain- 


Republi- 
pitaf gains 


ties of the free market Wall 
Street continues to be perky; 
the middle classes continue to 
fret and America’s poor con- 
tinue to lead lives of deeper 
indignity and less hope than the 
unemployed of Britain, Ger- 
many or France. The only thing 
one can say about the Ameri- 
can year in politics is that, for 
foe moment things do not look 
too good for whoever turns 
out to be the 1996 Republican 
presidential candidate. 

While a year ago the con- 
ventional Washington wisdom 
was that Mr Clinton was dead 
.in -the water, today he is the 
punters’ favourite. He stands 
-higher jn the polls than at any 
point in the past twu years, 
comfortably ahead of the 
Republicans in general and Mr 
Dole in particular. However, 
three years ago the media were 
bailing the arrival of a new 
Democratic Era. A year ago it 
was the Republican Era. Eleven 
months from now, who knows 
what might happen? 

And, now that the Republi- 
cans’ revolutionary experiment 
is fizzling out and the two par- 
ties will resume their tradi- 
tional battle for the soft Amer- 
ican centre, who - apart from 
the interested parties them- 
selves - cares? 


Eagle Eye 


Renewing your home insurance 
in January and February ? 


If you’re 50 or over, 
just see how much 
you can save with 
Saga - call us NOW! 

You will know how expensive •• 
home insurance can be - thankfiilly, 
if . you ’re aged 50 or over you can- 
benefit from Saga Homecare - a 
superior household insurance that’s 
only available to mature, responsible 
people like you. 

Because of this. Saga Homecare 
can offer you genuine savings over 
other policies, while giving you 
cover that fully protects your 
home and possessions. 

Tbe Saga Price Promise . 

If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 2 
months of taking out Saga 
Homecare, we:’il refund you the 
difference. . .. ” 

SAGA 

Services Ltd 

Saga Services Lid, FREEPOST 731 • 
Middelburg Square. Folkestone CT20 1AZ 

Saga Services L«J wgdd Sts » send you ntannofion itoui sovras 
pmUM D* «»w Stags eompanfes and may pass dtfafc 10 thwo 
companies la enable than to da so. 



• Exclusively for people 
aged 50 or over. 

• Cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost. 

? Free pen with your 
quotation. 

• Low Excesses. 



Call us today! 

For your free 
ho obligation 
quote simply call 
us on the number 
below. We will 
be pleased to 
answer any questions you 
have on Saga Homecare. 

0800 
414 525 

ext.2097 

Lines open Monday to Friday 
9am - 6pm, Saturdays 9am - 1pm 


And why not ask us about our competitive 
MOTOR INSURANCE 
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Portillo puts his 

foot in it again 


E ven for Michael Portillo it was a bit 
rich. Yesterday he accused Emma 
Nicholson of a “history of disloyalty” and 
accused her of slabbing Margaret 
Thatcher in the back. The man who has 
probably done more than any other politi- 
cian to undermine John Major’s leader- 
ship dared to tar another with his brush. 

If the daims had come from a trusty 
stalwart such as Douglas Hurd or from the 
dogged Willie Whitelaw, then perhaps the 
remarks might have been accepted as jus- 
tified. But listening to Mr Portillo was like 
hearing Machiavelli condemn duplicity, 
Zsa Zsa Gabor complain about the 
divorce rate or Graham Tkylor moan 
about opponents playing the long ball 
game in football It was not just that it was 
hard to take him seriously; his comments 
once again prove his striking capacity to 
annoy and alarm people. The problem is 
not that Portillo is self-confident; it’s that 
his self-confidence blinds him so com- 
pletely to his own shortcomings. 

By making his intervention Mr Portillo 
showed once again bow prepared he was 
to put his own interests ana views ahead 
of his party's. He must have taken lessons 
in diplomacy from his portly subordinate 
at die Ministry of Defence, Nicholas 
Soames. Having watched Mr Soames 
blow himself up by diagnosing the Princess 
of Wiles as being “in the advanced stages 
of paranoia”, Mr Portillo adopted a sim- 
ilarly robust style towards Ms Nicholson. 

Like his ministerial colleague, Mr Por- 
tillo suffers from believing that grandiosity 
makes for stature: he does not realise how 
ridiculous he can sound For in the case of 
Ms Nicholson - as with the Princess - 
everyone knows that there is enough truth 
in what she says to make her actions jus- 


tifiable. Many voters fear that the Con- 
servative Party is either heading for per- 
manent mediocrity and muddling through 
or a strange place of weird, illiberal beliefs 
and ill-judged rhetoric called Planet Por- 
tillo. So when Ms Nicholson named Mr 
Portillo's attitude to Europe and his jingo- 
istic rant at last year's party conference as 
factors in her departure, many Tory MPs 
would have nodded in private agreement 

This was the moment for Mr Portillo to 
nurse his wounds and stay quiet: that way 
he would have won at least some Brownie 
points with the party faithful. As it is, he 
simply could not button his lip. Yesterday’s 
outburst was yet more proof of what a 
liability he would be as either leader of the 
party or the country. His remarks seemed 
only to confirm Ms Nicholson as a woman 
wronged by lurching lories. 

Mr Portillo's does not know when to 
speak up and when to be rilenL Last June, 
when John Major called a leadership con- 
test, was his opportunity to come out from 
behind the arras, where he stood hidden 
for so long, with dagger drawn. But he 
hesitated, lost his nerve and blew his 
chance to make his case. 

As a result, he was outmanoeuvred by 
John Redwood, who emerged as the stan- 
dard bearer of the party’s right-wing. At 
that stage Mr Portillo should have recog- 
nised ins failure and concentrated on 
repairing his burnt and broken bridges to 
the majority of the Conservative Party. 
Instead he made his intemperate speech at 
the Tory conference, which has helped to 
precipitate another bout of public blood- 
letting. It seems 1996 is going to be a bad 
year for Mr Major. Judging by his perfor- 
mance on New Year’s Day, it could be an 
even worse one for Mr Portillo. 


Shifting sands in 
Saudi Arabia 


I t is impossible to understate the cen- 
trality of Saudi Arabia to the stability 
of the Middle East. So Western countries 
should be relieved at the temporary hand- 
over of power in Saudi Arabia to Crown 
Prince Abdullah. Given fears for the 
health of King Fabd and a possible suc- 
cession crisis, die change spells stability. 
The Crown Prince has been number two 
m the government, and although thought 
to be more conservative than his half- 
brother he is expected to cany on with 
business as usuaL 

That is important for Britain, for which 
the S20bn AI-Yamamah arms-for-oil 
package is the defence industry's biggest 
weapons contract. 

Yet stability in Saudi Arabia is impor- 
tant for other reasons: as the Gulf war 
showed, ihe kingdom is a vital restraint 
on the territorial ambitions of regional 
powers such as Iraq and Iran. Serious and 
persistent unrest in a country that is cus- 
todian of the Islamic shrines of Mecca and 
Medina would unsettle the region and 
might set back the peace process with 
Israel Not least significant. Saudi Arabia 
is the location of a quarter of the world's 
oil reserves. 

Saudi Arabia is in a vulnerable position: 
there has never been more potential for 
unrest and disturbance, as the handover 
docs not make the kingdom's adminis- 
tration secure. Technically, King Eahd 
could return to power, once he has recov- 
ered, leading to fresh uncertainty. The 
Crown Prince’s fitness to rule might yet 
be contested by rival relatives. At 71 /he 
is hardly younger than the King: he may 


not enjoy power for long, A succession cri- 
sis may have been postponed rather than 
averted. 

Regardless of his appointment, the 60- 
year-old monarchy must face two difficult 
issues if it is to survive. First, it must find 
a way of neutralising the small, but vocif- 
erous opposition. A car bomb in Novem- 
ber outside a American-run training cen- 
tre for the Saudi National Guard 
demonstrated how deep within the coun- 
try Islamic terrorists could penetrate. 
That threat could increase in years to 
come, particularly if the Saudi regime fails 
to respond to a desire for a more Islamic 
style of government. 

*Io forestall the growth of apposition to 
their rule, the Saudi royal family must 
continue to broaden its political base. This 
process was begun fw King Fahd through 
the establishment of a consultative coun- 
cil made up of appointees drawn from the 
great and good. The council has gained 
influence, but unless the regime moves 
further towards consensus government it, 
like every other absolute monarchy in his- 
tory. will be doomed. 

The second task is to reduce the king- 
dom's dependence on ofl, which has left 
the country in financial trouble, with 
borrowings growing and state and cor- 
porate budgets under pressure. Diversi- 
fication is easier said than done: any Saudi 
ruler will free opposition to change from 
at least some entrenched family interests. 
The challenge will be for the new niler to 
keep his large extended family (including 
6,000 princes) happy without alienating 
the rest of his country. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Human rights issues legitimise terrorism 


From Mr Rmdhir Singh Bains 
Sir Professor Trevor Hartley 
rightly states ("Judgment on the 
Rock”, 28 December) that the 
wOd criticism of the European 
Court over the Gibraltar tailing s 
is unjustified. However, the court 
decision needs to be seen in a 
wider context, for h uman rights 
are no longer the moral issue they 
were when the UN Convention 
was signed in 1948. 

Since then the issue of H uman 
rights has become highly pol- 
iticised, thereby providing ter- 
rorists, secessionists and other 
radicals with a new mechanism to 
legitimise violent campaigns. 

One only needs to see how the 
number of human rights org- 
anisations has grown by leaps and 
bounds, especially in countries 
that are facing an armed rebellion 
or terrorism. 

Some of these organisations 
are genuine and are doing won- 
derful work, but many were set 
up by terrorist sympathisers. 


These organisations highlig ht 
the violation of human rights by 
security forces with great feroc- 
ity, but mention the atrocities 
committed by terrorists only in 
passing. Sometimes they even 
manage to get Western human 
rights groups involved in their 
campaigns by giving false 
information. 

By condemning Britain rather 
than the terrorists, the court’s 
decision has confirmed that the 
movement for the protection of 
human rights has not only lost its 
original purpose but has also 
been hijacked by men of violence. 

Under these circumstances, 
the only honourable option open 
to Britain should be to withdraw 
from the European Court of 
Human Rights and introduce its 
own Bill of Rights. 

Yours faithfully, 

Randhir Singh Bains 
Gants HiU, 

Essex 
1 January 


From Professor David MarsUmd 
Sir: You published on 28 Decem- 
ber two letters arguing that par- 
ticipation of Sinn Fein m all-party 
talks should not be conditiona] on 
the decommissioning of IRA 
weaponry. Your readers should 
not be dercived by their logic-chop- 
: relevant facts. 
Fein has supported its 
friends in taking up arms to mur- 
der thousands of British soldiers, 
policemen and dri&ans - and fids 
in one of the few genuine demo- 
cracies in the world. They repre- 
sent a tiny minority of the North- 
ern Ireland electorate - 10 per 
cent at best 

In my opinion, we should not 
be talking to them at alL They 
should be behind bars. But if we 
have to talk with them, we must 
at least ensure that their friends’ 
capacity to renew their murder^ 
ous campaign is removed first. 
Yours sincerely, 

David Marsland 
London, SW3 


Israeli-PLO peace talks continue 


From Mr Robert Kirk 
Sir: After interviewing Hanan 
Ashrawi, Robert Fisk concludes 
that “If Syria signed up for peace 
before the fmallsrael-Palestiinan 
negotiations, it would leave Pales- 
tinians as the only party in the 
Middle East conflict without a 
peace treaty” (/Precise defender 
of the Palestinian cause", 18 
December). 

First, there are several Middle 
East conflicts: Iraq/Kuwait 
(which caused a war involving 30 
nations), Iraq/Kords, TUrkey/ 
Kurds, etc; yet it is the Arab- 
Israeli one that looks to be on 
tbe road to resolution, despite 
your correspondent 1 s contrary 
opinion. 

Second, tbe 1993 Israel-PLO 
peace agreement was exactly that, 
and thus a watershed in Middle 
East history. In return for the 
PLCs renunciation of violence 
and its pledge to remove the 
clauses in. its covenant that call for 
Israel's destruction and the “liq- 


uidation of the Zionist pres- 
ence**. Israel recognised the PLO 
and agreed to hand over Gaza 
and most of the West Bank. 

TWo years on, those genoddal 
clauses remain, and more than 170 
Israelis have been killed by ftdes- 
tmians opposed to peace. Yet the 
Israeli government relentlessly 
pursues peace by withdrawing 
troops and expanding Palestinian 
self-rule. 

If Mr Fisk wishes to gauge the 
chances for foil Israeli-Palestinian 
peace, he might consider the 
words of the Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter, S himo n Peres, who raid that 
if the clauses in the Palestinian 
covenant calling for Israel's 
destruction are not cancelled by 
March 1996, “the [peace] train win 
be halted”. Let Mr Fisk put that 
to Palestinian spokespersons; and 
let him ask, too, why the Western 
media have been silent on this. 
Yours sincerely, 

Robert Kirk 

Salford, Greater Manchester 


Hollow reforms 
in Turkey 

From Mr Tony Berm, MP 
and others 

Sir: On 13 December the Euro- 
pean Parliament voted to ratify 
the Customs Union with Turkey. 
It qualified its assent by a reso- 
lution calling on the Turkish gov- 
ernment and parliament to con- 
tinue reform in order “to 
guarantee an ongoing improve- 
ment of the human rights situa- 
tion” in TUrkey. However, recent 
“democratic reforms”, pushed 
through by Tansu Ciller’s govern- 
ment to prepare the ground for 
acceptance into the Customs 
Union, are already appearing 
hollow. 

Victims of Article 8 of the 
Anti-Terror Law warned that the 
limited amendments agreed by 
the Turkish parliament did not 
guarantee freedom of expression 
in TUrkey. IromcaQy, as the Euro- 
pean Parliament discussed the 
Customs Union, 10 human rights 
activists were befog indicted in 
Ankara under Article 139 of the 
Tbrkish penal code for state- 


ments deemed insulting to the 
laws of the republic. Spokesper- 
sons for some of the present 
government parties have dearly 
stated that they will not be bound 
by any EU resolutions on human 
rights, or by the international 
Court of Justice. Nor is there any 
sign of a let-up in the military 
campaign against the Kurdish 
population. 

In contrast, on 14 December, 
Abdulab Ocalan, PKK chairman, 
responded to the European Par- 
liament’s appeal for the Turkish 
government and Kurdish org- 
anisations to find a “non-violent 
and political solution” to the 
conflict by dedarfog a unilateral 
ceasefire. 

It is vital that the spirit and let- 
ter of the European Parliament 
resolution on the Customs Union 
is observed, and pressure imme- 
diately exerted on the incoming 
Turkish government to respond 
in a positive way to the PfGCs 
initiative. 

Youis faithfully, 

Tony Benn 
Bruce Kent 
Harold Pinter 
London, SW1 


Divine, dear, let’s hear it for Pamelanderson 


Y esterday 1 brought you an exclus- 
ive league tabic of the top ID 
boys' names of 1M95, based on news- 
paper headlines rather than births col- 
umns. and it will probably have come 
as no surprise to learn that the run- 
away winner in the Name of the Year 
stakes was OJ. U is most uncommon 
to find a set of initials outstripping oil 
names, though it has happened in the 
past - 1 think i( was last year that FC 
did welt, due to the eminence at the 
time of FC de Klerk. 

(Of course, initials do present 
problems, not least because it is 
always difficult to know what to call 
an initialled person when introduced. 
If someone say*. “Oh. let me intro- 
duce you to AS’ Bvatt", do you call her 
Antonia or AS? This is not a fanci- 
ful problem. PJ O'Rourke was once 
asked on radio what his name was. 
and he admitted it was Patrick. Yet 
when he appeared on Have I Got 
News For Jtw? recently, Angus Deay- 
ton called him "Peter". Maybe, as 
befits a humorist. O'Rourke gives out 
a different first name to each pro- 
gramme chairman. 

But enough of this and on to the 
top 10 girls' names of I9y5. Some of 
the favourites of vestetyear have 
almost vanished, whether* they were 
common names such as Joanna and 
Maggie or far-fetched names such as 
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Madonna and Kiri. Some, of course, 
enjoy one season of popularity and 
then vanish again into the wardrobe 
never to reappear, like Zola. Pamella 
and Fatima. 

But there are always others ready 
to lake over, and it was nice to see a 
return to the top for Elizabeth. 
Indeed, it was hard to know how to 
tabulate Elizabeth, which appears in 
so many different forms. Sometimes 
it is Elizabeth (as in Queen Elizabeth 
II or Elizabeth Bennett), sometimes 
in diminutive form as in Liz Hurley, 
and sometimes even in nickname 
form as in Betty Boothroyd. Should 
one class them all as Elizabeth? In 
lhat case it certainly would have 
been this year's winner. We eventu- 
ally decided to list them separately 
and give other names more of a 
chance. 

Another problem came with Diana, 


so 
Will as 


commonly shortened to Di (except in 
France where Princess Diana is still, 
I believe, endearingly called Lah- 
dee Dee). Having shortened Ihe name 
to Di, the papers now generally 
expand it again to “Pbor DT or “Brave 
Dr. This is almost as maddening as 
the papers’ insistence on calling 
Prince William “Wills". No one is 
called Wills unless he manufactures 
tobacco. Though perhaps he is 
called to distinguish him from Will 
in Carling. 

Enough of this and on to our list of 
the top 10 jprls’ names in 1996. Last 
year’s positions are in brackets. 

1. Diana (3) 

2. Divine {-) 

3. Pamelanderson (-) 

4. Camilla (7) 

5. Elizabeth — (9) 

6. JancL. 

7. Emma. (-) 

8. Betty (-) 

9. Rosemary.. (-) 

10. Bjork. .(-) 

No surprises in the first two, I think. 
Pamelanderson is an unusual name, 
but one never hears the two parts sep- 
arated. (Perhaps this is an adhesive 
property of the name Anderson, as 
one also hears the composite male 
name Cliveanderson, who is never 
referred to just as Clive, presumably 
to avoid confusion with the more 


famous Clive James.) Elizabeth was 
made popular by the Queen and by 
Pride and Prejudice, while Camilla was 
made popular by the Prince of Wales. 
Incidentally, was it not Dillle Keene 
who renamed Camill a as “ Camill a 
Par k-and -Ride"? Nice one, Dillie 
(your name, by the way, Is rather 
lower down the league at No 86). 

Janet came from nowhere this 
year, thanks to the untiring media 
appearances of Janet Street-Porter, 
and so did Rosemary after the West 
trial (Interestingly, the name Myra 
has come back up at about 15 or 16.) 
Betty did strongly throughout the 
year, thanks to the heroic work of 
Betty Boothroyd, who seems to be the 
only person in Parliament with any 
authority and who is actually thought 
by a very large foreign TV audience 
to be our Prune Minister. 

Emma made a late appearance 
thanks to early going &y Emma 
Thompson and a final sprint by 
Emma Nicholson, of whom no one 
bad heard before and may never 
again. Bjork is a total and slightly baf- 
fling newcomer. I believe it is a pet 
Lapp name for a reindeer. Others 
which were there or thereabouts were 
Naomi, Monica, Steffi and Hillary. 
But well done to all the names 
involved and see you again (or some 
of you) this time next year. 


We need to use 
our nuclear power 

From Prof essor Ernest Pollard 
Sin Recently it has developed 
that there is consensus among sci- 
entists that there is global warm- 
ing going on and that a principal 
factor in causing it is the CO 2 
resulting from human affairs. A 
major culprit is the excessive use 
of fossil met It is ironical that, 
almost at the same time, the 
demise of nuclear power stations 
in the UK is announced. No 
more will be built- 

Nudear power stations con- 
tribute nothing to the CO 2 con- 
tent of the atmosphere; in fact, 
they contribute nothing of any 
harm at all, unlik e a coal-fired 
power station which emits carcin- 
ogens and appreciable radio- 
activity as well as tbe CO 2 . 

The nuclear power industry 
has been destroyed by a com- 
bination of misinformed zealots 
and the greed of the purveyors of 
fossil fuel The evOs that have been 
evaded are nearly all imaginary. 

A greatly increased depen- 
dence on electric power, extend- 
ing to travel and the use of 
nuclear reactors to supply that 
power, would turn the situation 
around. We need to move to 
adopt that way of life as a means 
to avoid a future catastrophe. 

Let me add that I am implac- 
ably opposed to the use of 
nuclear weapons and have writ- 
ten and spoken in opposition to 
them. Also I have worked with 
radiation for 60 of my 89 years. 
YourS f aithf ully, 

Ernest Pollard 
(Evan Pngh Professor • 
Pennsylvania State University) 
Niton, Isle of Wight 


It’s all in a mile 

From Mr Barry Sheppard 
Sir. “Glasgow- It's MBes Better* 
(Alix Sharkey, 1 January) isn’t 
much of a slogan when, printed 
and read like that, I agree. 

TZy saying it aloud, however, 
while mentally moving the apos- 
trophe, andyou will hear “Glas- 
gow - its Mfle’s Better". A pleas- 
ingly cheeky and. I am sure, not 
accidental snook cocked at Edin- 
burgh and its Royal Mile. 

Yours faithfully. 

Barky Sheppard 
Penryu, Cornwall 


Post fetters to Letters to the 
Editor; and include a daytime 
telephone numbec (Rue 0171-293 
2656; e-mail letters® 
independenLcauk) Leans may be 
edited for length and clarity. 


More research on 
assisted places 

From Mr David J. Woodhead 
Sin Professor Joan Freeman’s 
assertions about the assisted 
places scheme (letter, 22 Decem- 
ber) are based on research which 
the researchers themselves 
admitted was flawed. 

The study by Edwards, Fitz 
and Whitty was conducted in the 
early years of the scheme, 
although not published until 
1980. The authors confessed that 
“we did not aspire to neutrality". 
They admitted that their sample 
of assisted place pupfls “falls 
short of the representativeness 
for which we had hoped”. 

In fact, they interviewed only 
157 pupils (and 90 of their par- 
ents) from half a dozen schools 


fo three areas of the country. On 
the other hand. Professor Free- 
man prefers to ignore research 
conducted by MORI four years 
ago based on a national sample 
of almost 3.500 pupils from 31 
schools. It is this which shows at 
least four-fifths of assisted place 
pupOs coming from working-class 
and lower middle-class homes. 
She should also remember that 
the average household income of 
parents of assisted place holders 
is £10,600 and that more than 40 
per cent of places are free 
because their household incomes 
are less than £9,500. 

Yours faithfully, 

David J. Woodhead 
National Director 
Independent Schools 
Information Service 
London, SW1 
22 December 


Post-haste perhaps 

From Mr Frank Card 
Sin “Second deliveries will con- 
tinue”, says Ken Wright, the 
Royal Mail’s assistant managing 
director (Letters, 30 December). 
“No second delivery has been 
withdrawn and none will be.” 

All this must be very comfort- 
ing for those who actually have a 
second delivery. I have lived in 
Crossing for nearly 30 years, and 
it is true that the second delivery 
has not been withdrawn; even the 
Royal Mail cannot withdraw what 
it has never provided. 

But perhaps this is unfair. Our 
arrives .at any time between 
and 2pm. Gould it be that on 
some days we get a first delivery 

and sometimes a second, but 
never both? 

We are told by Mr Wright that 
90 percent of mail is delivered on 
file first delivery. Could he ask 
the Royal Mail statisticians to 
explain how that figure is affected 
if one-delivery areas are removed 
from the equation? 

Yours faithfully, 

Prank Card 


Motorist’s misery 

From Ms Carolyn Beckwgjtam 
Sir I had my first experience of 
being driven on the M25 last Fri- 
day. South Mini ms service station 
was the point at which the party 
took awrong turning and had to 
make a detour via Luton. Here is 
my list of how to prevent motor- 
ists suffering from stress. 

Let signposts make it clear 
whether one is facing east, west, 
south or north. 

Let them be at an angle where 
they can be seen at night by 
someone with not more than 
average eyesight who has to steer 
a car while reading them. 

Let a town that is signposted 
at one roundabout also be sign- 
posted at the next 

Let other drivers remember 
that no one's driving is improved 
by befog booted at, especially 
when searching for the right exit. 

Better still, let us have better 
public transport both for private 
travellers and freight. 

Yours faithfully, 

Carolyn Beoongham 
Lewes, East Sussex 
21 December 
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How to enjoy the 
midwinter festival 

From Mr Glyn Edwards 
Sin I do not know where Mary 
Kenny gets' her drab view of 
atheists from (“Meanings of 
Christmas”, 25 December). 

Our household has just had a 
splendid time as numerous adults 
and children ate, drank, ex- 
changed presents, laughed, 
played games, reminisced and 
enjoyed themselves from 24 


December to New Year's Eve 
We have had a typical midwinter 
fan festival with much compan- 
ionship andno supernatural con- 
notat^ Chnstmas is, fo ^ 
wonderful time to be an atheist 
because you are immune from 
the f«hn^ of gum which the s£ i 

«Ued spiritual leaders among^ 

Yours cordially, 

Glyn Edwards 

IwRaest, Worcestershire 

1 January 
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price to shore up the Tories? 

nw_ tt * Jl 

. m ° nists make or break this government, but Major holds the trump card, says Colin Brown 
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„ that may go on in the 
smoke-filled rooms when a govern- 
ment has lost its majority. 

Although its completion required 
a change in European rules, the pipe- 
line was first mooted by Labour minis- 
ters in talks with some of the Norih- 
em Ireland MPs on whom the 
t-^Jlaghaij government was relying 
3 to * ,lS paci broke down. 

Ultimately, not even the promise of 
a gas pipeline could keep that gov- 

. . ne i rtTfupw. en « D f! lf a ** Ve; the plug was finally 

ment will do its duty according to whai 5 U cc l ty Frank Maguire, an Indeperi- 
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Speaker's chair to save Labour from 



i ■ mmor nationalist 
parties to keep going from day to day 

not knowing when the end would 
come. The gas pipeline now under 


country. Two days later, al around 
3pm on 30 March, we witnessed one 
of the bloody consequences of that 
vote when Airey Neave, Margaret 


Thatcher's chief strategist and who 
would have been the next Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, was mur- 
dered, killed by an LNLA car bomb as 
he drove up the «dl ramp of the mem- 
bers' car park under Big Ben. 

The two events - the fall of the 
Government with an Irish abstention, 
and the assassination of Airey Neave 
- underline the risks facing Mr Major 
if he makes a false move in his 
approach to the 12 Ulster Unionists 


Major believes that 
negotiating teams could 
help break the impasse 
in the peace process 


now offering lo come to his aid. On 
the one hand, Mr Major needs the 
support of the Ulstermen to buy time 
for his Government while they wait 
for the upturn in the economy and 
another tax-cutting Budget before a 
spring 1997 election. On the other 
hand, prevarication could imperil the 
peace process and prompt a return of 
the bloody violence. 

There is fanciful talk al Westmin- 


ster of a place in a Toiy cabinet for 
David Trimble, the Ulster Unionist 
leader, bul there will be no formal 
pact with the Unionists. The price that 
Mr Trimble will exact in return for the 
voles of the nine UU MPs and Ian 
Paisley's three Democratic Unionist 
Party MPs is nothing as crude as a 
piece of pipeline or a seal at Cabinet. 

Mr Trimble has set out two key 
demands: no compromise on the 
Government's insistence that the IRA 
should begin decommissioning before 
Sinn Fein can be admitted to the all- 
party talks on the futwe of Northern 
Ireland; and early elections in North- 
ern Ireland to a new Ulster body. 

The idea of an elected body was 
included at Mr Major's insistence in 
tbe “rwin- track" agreement with John 
Bruton on the eve of President Clm- 
lon's visit in laie November. Thai 
agreement also established the time- 
table for producing a report oa 
decommissioning and moving towards 
all-parly talks by mid-February. 

Mr Major is convinced that elect- 
ions to a body, which would do noth- 
ing more than appoint negotiating 
teams to the aD -party talks, would help 
to break the impasse in the peace pro- 
cess. But the nationalists suspect it is 
a device to produce what has always 
been the Ulster Unionists' agenda: an 


internal settlement based on a power- 
sharing assembly directly elected in 
Ulster. 

If these feats can be overcome 
elections could take place by the 
summer. But if the nationalists refuse 
to endorse the elections, no amount 
of pressure from the Ulster Unionists 
on Mr Major wfli make them work. 

On arms decommissioning, the 
Ulster Unionists believe Mr Major to 
be a man of his word and privately do 
not think he will give way. Mr Major 
puts it more prosaically. There is no 
point compromising on the decom- 
missioning issue, because the Ulster 
Unionists would not sit down at the 
negotiating table unless the IRA had 
made some progress on getting rid of 
its arms, be says. The Mitchell com- 
mission is due to report in mid-Janu- 
ary, a deadline that MPs believe is 
hopelessly optimistic and will have to 
be extended. 

Time is not on Mr Major's ride. He 
does, of course, have another option: 
to resist any deal -making and instead 
tell the Ulster Unionists bluntly that 
if they wish to pull down the whole 
house of cards and elect a Labour 
government, they can do so. That is 
Mr Major's trump card, and it may 
come in handy in the agonising 
months that lie ahead. 


I Blame it all on the Beatles 

; The tide of global pop culture sparked by the lovable Fab Four has caused a crazy French backlash 


T wenty-five years ago the Beatles broke up 
and “yesterday" - to quote Paul McCartney 
t .the French government imposed a quota on 
the amount of radio airtime allowed to foreign 
pop. France's radio stations must now ensure 
mat 40 per cent of their pop output is French, 
a draconian, not to say sadistic measure in view 
of the fact that 100 per cent of French pop is 
awful. Johnny Halliday was about the best they 
could do and the superb Jacques BreL, before you 
write in, was Belgian and anyway not, strictly 
speaking, pop. 

“The law was made," said an apologist for this 
latest gloriously doomed attempt at cultural pro- 
tectionism, “to defend French culture and eco- 
nomic activity. If we're taken over by American 
music, we won’t be economically viable any 
more." One could argue with this last point - 
most of the world has been taken over by Amer- 
ican music and some of it remains economically 
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viable - but one sees what she means. I and mam’ 
others skipped being economically viable for sev- 
eral months after hearing the Grateful Dead’s 
American Beauty* and whole industrial sectors 
must have been wiped out by Lou Reed's 
absent-minded giggle on “Sister Ray". Ameri- 
can music does have this awkward habit of dis- 
abling the consciousness of vulnerable types who 
might otherwise be productively employed. 

But of course, the point the French are really 
making is the serious otic that local cultures are 
in danger of being swamped by globalisation. 
They made the same point about films - during 
the Gait negotiations they fought off Schwarz- 
enegger to protect D£pardieu. Since the latter 
is arguably the greatest screen actor alive, they 
had a considerably stronger case about movies 
than they do about pop. But the point was the 
same: how can medium-sized countries with 
medium-sized home markets hope to compete 
culturally with big countries with big home mar- 
kets? How, in particular, can non -English speak- 
ing countries compete infields -such as film and 
pop - in which an effectively global language pro- 
vides a built-in commercial advantage? 

The obvious point to. make here is that rock 

roll, whether the French like it or not. is tax 
Anglo-American monopoly. Abba, Bjork and 
other Nordic aberrations notwithstanding, only 
the British and the Americans really know how 
to do pop. For the French to protect pop as local 
culture is. on the face of it, just silly - we could 
respond by giving heritage grants to British crois- 
sant makers. 

But I suspect there is a deeper aspect to this 
cultural paranoia. With their radio quotas the 
French are not really trying to nurture the del- 
icate creative blooms of Johnny Halliday and his 
progenv. Rather, they suspect that pop groups 
arefui feet, tbe shock troops of globalisation. It s 
not the pop they 1 are worrying about so much as 
what comes after. Pop seeps across frontiers, 
softening up the young and paving the way for 
Levis. Coca-Cola and Microsoft. Pop subverts 
nationality bv imposing a single rock n roll aspi- 
ration ani overwhelmingly, dial aspiration can 
only be expressed by .American products. Bon 



came long before. But they were the first to 
define the global role of pop. They took the 
forms of American music, improvising and soft- 
ening, and then they resold them, first to the 
British, then to the States and then to the world. 

Before the Beatles no group, no individual was 
so ultimately and globally known. Elvis was big, 
of course, but be remained part of a recognis- 
able American star system. What newness and 
rawness he had was carefully removed to leave 
only a fat but empty Las Vegas fioorsbow, yet 
another bombed-out freak to join the huge pile 
of human wreckage spewed out by the Ameri- 
can entertainment industry. 

But tbe Beatles, in everything they did, 
asserted the freshness and transnational appeal 
of pop. They were not - not obviously at least - 
part of some old marketing system. They seemed 
to say and do what they liked. Their amiable 
jokes and gentle put-downs were noted and trea- 

The Beatles were among 
the leading precursors of 
that terrifying phenomenon, 


globalisation 


AH you need is love? And a Elite home-produced music, say the French 


Jovi and Michael Jackson are corporate ads for 
corporate America. 

Which brings me back to the Beatles. A quar- 
ter of a century on. their celebratory resurrection 
on television and CD has been remarkable - hype 
maybe, but good hype. Teenagers love them all 
ova 1 again. A new wave of British bands acksowl- 
edee them as the true precursors. John, ageless, 
frail disembodied, returns from the dead ro join 
his wizened pals in the charts. From millions of 
pairs of 40-plus eyes, hoi tears spurt at the sound 


of “Here Comes the Sun" or “Let it Be". In the 
ITV series The Beatles Anthology, which ended 
on Sunday, Andrmgo. as he was always known, 
re-emerged as the flat voice of common sense and 
group stability while Paul returned as the arro- 
gant, demanding force that detonated the band 
from within. It seems like “yesterday". 

What this has all made clear, with the wisdom 
of hindsight, is that the Beatles were the first 
This was the Ur-band, the original. They were 
not, of course, the first pop stars, Elvis and Cliff 


aimed. And, looking back at that footage, they 
were weirdly, improbably nice. Their work was 
nice - as Paul pointed out, they only ever said 
that all you need is love, without attempting to 
rip up families, distort psyches or detonate soci- 
ety - and their personalities were nice - even 
John at his most acid never approached the 
spurts of demonic virulence of Bob Dylan or Lou 
Reed. They were good, sharp, unpredictable but 
essentially unobjectionable. 

As a result they crossed frontiers effortlessly. 
Even the Japanese young could buy this smiling 
assertion of teenage autonomy, of soft-hearted 
dissent. The crowds lined the airport viewing ter- 
races and screamed. The Beatles laid the inter- 
national hippie and tourist trail that guided the 
wanderings of late Sixties youth. By 1969 you 
could exchange greetings in English pop lyrics 
in almost any city in the world. 

But, of course, those were relatively innocent 
times and the Beatles were English. They and 
Swinging London may have boosted tourism and 
guaranteed the future of the pop industry, but 
BP and I Cl didn't flog ofl or chemicals lo the 
world on the back of their success. We invented 
the form of the globalised culture but, typically, 
we didn't exploit iL 

Instead, global pop returned to its American 
roots. The jeans and the soft drinks followed the 
bands. And later, as the fans grew up, the cor- 
porate culture was taken over by the Wbodstock 
generation. Now almost every thing American, 
from jeeps to boots to software, is sold with either 
an explicit or implicit appeal to the authenticity 
of rock ’n' roll culture. As a final, if subtle, insult, 
Microsoft now uses “Start It Up" by the Rolling 
Stones, the English band that most slavishly aped 
American authenticity, to sell Windows 95. 

So the truth is that, nice as they might have 
been, achingly sweet as their songs may now 
sound, the Beaties were among the leading pre- 
cursors of that terrifying, culture-incinerating 
phenomenon known as globalisation. It was not 
their fault They did nothing wrong. They only 
said: “All you need is love" Twenty-five years 
later the French, with their silly gesture, signal 
the sombre truth: we need much, much more. 


■WiHiij.-lUBM David Watson 

It’s not the slow coaches that are the danger 
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says some of its members "often feel 
poshed around by coaches". Can the 
Government really be implementing 
this ban amply because of feelings - 
in the face of facts? 

When the Confederation of Pas- 


grounds fora ban but, on the contrary, 
“if such a ban were introduced, there 
could be more severe accidents 
because they would involve heavy 
goods vehicles, not care". 

The report also dealt with the 
economic effects on tourism and the 
detrimental effects on environmental 
pollution. The Confederation, how- 
ever, rests its case on safety. 

1 would strongly advise the minis-" 
ler to use his usual excellent Liver- 
pudlian commonsense to address the 
real motorway safety hazard: the mid- 
dle-lane hog. tfac driver who sits tight 
at his (and it is invariably a roan) com- 
placent, law-abiding 70mph in the 


“cniising'* lane, as he sees it, with 
never a glance in his rear-view mirror 
at the rapidly building tailback his self- 
ishness is causing. 

Perhaps Mr Norris could work with 
tbe motoring associations and driving 
schools to raise motorway car driving 
standards, concentratingon lane man- 
ners and lane discipline. This ban does 
not simply penalise coaches, it endan- 
gers everyone. It has handed the third 
lane to the boy racers and speed freaks 
who wifi turn it into a restriction-free 
speed trap. 

The writer is dnectar of public affairs. Con- 
federation of Fhssenger Transport UK 


Internet police 
are reading you 

Demands to censor cyberspace 
porn may be less attractive than 
they seem, says Andrew Brown 


I t looks as if 1996 is going to 
be the year cyberspace is 
brought down to earth. From 
Munich to Washington, and 
from Peking to Columbus, 
Ohio, policemen and politi- 
cians have recently been trying 
to censor the Internet - or 
those parts of it that they can 
control Because the Internet is 
global, censorship has until now 
applied the standards of the 
least restrictive user, which 
means the standards prevalent 
in American universities where 
almost anything goes under the 
banner of free speech. 

Two developments threaten 
to replace this regime with its 
opposite: a censorship that 
would be so broad as to incor- 
porate all of the taboos in any 
country on tbe Net 
The first development was 
tbe derision in December by 
CompuServe, one of the large 
American commercial net- 
works through which users can 
exchange information and 
opinions, to cut off its custom- 
ers’ access to more than 200 
“newsgroups" or conversation 
areas on the wider Internet. It 
did this after pressure from 
the police in Bavaria, who are 
investigating pornography on 
the Internet, which breaches 
German law. 

CompuServe has bowed to 
German pressure before: it 
refused some years ago to carry 
a popular game that involved 
shooting Nazis in a castle 
because - the swastikas on the 
baddies' uniforms were illegal 
to display under German law. 
But their action was hardly 
noticed at the time. 

Tbis time the business is 
much bigger and there are 
more customers to antagonise 
on both sides of the debate. 
CompuServe claims 500,000 
customersin Europe, of whom 
about 200,000 are in Germany. 
Most of tbe newsgroups it has 
cut off are pornographic: man y 
are probably already illegal to 
access in this country: “Ait .sex. 
bestiality", for example, con- 
tains fairly detailed instructions 
on how to have intercourse 
with dogs. 

Others among the banned 
groups are just student jokes: 
“altsexbesuaBty.baniey pro- 
poses to visit indignities on a 
purple dinosaur who has a chil- 
dren’s programme on Ameri- 
can TV, and it is difficult to lake 
wholly seriously the threat lo 
morals represented by “all.sex. 
bestiaJity.hamsier.duct-tape". 

Others among the censored 
newsgroups consist of gen- 
uinely adult discussions ofsex- 
uality, and three of them con- 
sisted of legally reproduced 
reports from news agencies. 
Meanwhile, the German auth- 


orities did not ask CompuServe 
to cut off access lo some news- 
groups whose subjects also viol- 
ate German law, notably “alL 
revisionism", a discussion 
group devoted to wrangling 
about whether tbe Holocaust 
ever happened. CompuServe's 
action affects all its four million 
customers worldwide, since it is 
apparently impossible for the 
company to cut off access only 
to its German customers. 

The second development in 
cyberspace censorship is even 
more sweeping. This comes 
from Washington, where Chris- 
tian right-wingers managed to 
insert a clause in the recently 
passed Telecommunications 
Bill to make it illegal to publish 
indecent material over the com- 
puter networks. Although the 
wording of tbe Bill is still being 
disputed, it seems certain that 
“indecency", rather than the 
narrower standard of "obscen- 
ity". will apply. 

After successfully lobbying 
Congress, the networks them- 
selves. such as CompuServe or 

Information moves 
around the Internet 
in quantities too 
great to monitor 


its rival America Online, will not 
be held legally responsible for 
any material being passed across 
them. But “publishers" - and 
that means anyone with access 
lo a computer and a modem - 
might be liable to fines of up to 
S 100.000 and two years in jail for 
using naughty words. 

American libertarians are 
confident that the new mea- 
sures will prove unconstitu- 
tional: but the existence of a 
global network on which almost 
anyone can publish almost any- 
thing does raise some strange 
issues. Traditional censorship 
has relied on controlling the 
distribution of a physical 
product - books or pamphlets. 
But information travels around 
the Internet in quantities too 
great lo monitor, and once 
released seeps everywhere. 
Even today it is easy for the 
technically savvy and deter- 
mined to access banned groups 
through CompuServe. 

In cyberspace, censorship 
depends on controlling the pro- 
duction of material, not its dis- 
tribution. Unless, of course, the 
distributing networks end up 
few enough and large enough to 
become vulnerable to consumer, 
political and legal pressure. In 
the age of Murdoch, who would 
bet against that outcome? 
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Heiner Muller 


Heiner Muller was the greatest 
modern German dramatist 
since Brecht. His influence on 
the German and continental 
theatre scene was immense, 
and in Europe (outside Eng- 
land) he was one of the most 
performed contemporary play- 
wrights. HSs language has great 
range, from a tough, lucid prose 
to muscular blank verse. A 
poet as well as a playwright, he 
ranks not just with Brecht, but 
with Goethe. 

His challenging and often 
controversial plays were dose to 
the pulse of history and con- 
temporary politics. His political 
honesty brought him enemies as 
well as friends. A citizen of the 
German Democratic Republic 
(East Germany), he encoun- 
tered difficulties throughout 
his career, and faced official per- 
secution bravely. Yet he re- 
fused to move to the West 
when that would have been 
possible. To the end he believed 
in the possibility of an alterable 
and better world, and refused 
to countenance the death of 
utopias despite the demolition 
of East European socialism. 

As a German writer be is in 
danger of being seen as mere- 
ly intellectual, but his plays 
hove produced visually exciting 
theatre of great physicaJity- of- 
ten their sheer sexual energy 
strike one as much as their pol- 
itics. If he is influenced tty 
Brecht, he is too tty Antonin Ar- 
taud, the French visionary of the 
“Theatre of Cruelty". 

His ascetic face belied a love 
of the earthy, good things of life, 
in particular' whisky and the 
eternal cigar (a German tele- 
vision portrait of him was apt- 
ly entitled “Apocalypse with 
Cigar"). He could be abrasive, 


Scholars tend to divide country 
music Addle-playing into two 
broadly geographical camps: 
the first, now dominant Texas 
style, is characterised by long 
smooth bow strokes that allow 
for impravisational embellish- 
ment The second, more tradi- 
tional style emerged from the 
Appalachian foothills in the 
19th century and with its saw- 
stroke bowing, is typically faster 
and more rhythmic. 'Arnim 
LtfRov “Curly'' Fox was among 
its finest exponents. 

The fiddle has been a dom- 
inant feature of the country mu- 
sic landscape since the 
champion fiddlers Eek Robert- 
son and Henry Gilliland armed, 
wearing Confederate Army uni- 
forms. at the Mctor studio in 


but only out of his total sense 
of honesty (and his iovc of de- 
bate), and he was always soft- 
spoken. “The truth, softly but 
unbearably,' 1 he often quoted. 
He was a loyal friend, and I 
enjoyed the jousts of argument. 

Muller was bom in Saxony in 
1929. After the Second World 
^for he quickly proved one of 
the most talented theatre writ- 
ers in the new GDR. Initially 
very much a Brecht pupil, his 
early plays, like Die Korrektur 
(“The Correction*’) and Der 
LohndrUcker (“The Wage 
Dumper”, performed at the 
Berliner Ensemble), are in the 
social realist mode, and use el- 
ements of Brecht's dramaturgy. 
Muller deals with the reality of 
building socialism in East Ger- 
many and, though he was sup- 
portive of the socialist idea, his 
criticisms brought him into con- 
flict wiLh the authorities. He ul- 
timately rejected attempts to 
censor the plays and force him 
to rewrite: the result was a 
complete stop on productions 
and, in 1961, exclusion from the 
GDR's Writers' Union. 

Only with the success, iron- 
ically in the West, of the Munich 
production of his Philoctetes 
(1968) did things begin to im- 

g rove. This free version of 
opbocles, both a tough anti- 
war piece and a fascinating 
analysis of the politics of pow- 
er, led Ruth Berghaus. then di- 
rector of the Berliner Ensemble 
(now the famous opera direc- 
tor), to intervene with the GDR 
authorities. After much discus- 
sion the Ensemble was finally 
permitted to produce Muller's 
epic play Zemeru (“Cement", 
1973). Written in blank verse, 
this dealt on a Shakespearean 
scale with the problems facing 


the early Russian revolution: 
economics and questions of 
power and morality side by 
side with sexual politics. 

The success of Zemeru led to 
increasing opportunities, espe- 
cially in West Germany. Ger- 
mania Tod in Berlin (“Germania 

Death in Berlin”) and Schiaf 
Traum Schrei (“Sleep Dream 
Scream"), both dealing with 
recent German history, fol- 
lowed, as well as the first of 

many Shakgsp™™ adapta tions, 

Macbeth . Shakespeare, to Mul- 
ler, was the great paragon; he 
obsessed him all his career. 

In these works of the Seven- 
ties Muller started to hone his 
technique of “collage”, of an al- 
most deliberately fragmentary 
approach to writing. This can be 
seen to effect in Der Auftmg 
(“The Task”, 1981), one of his 
masterpieces, which combined 
elements of the French Revo- 
lution and the slave uprisings in 
the Caribbean with dreamlike 
sequences of contemporary 
third world problems. Quartett 
(“Quartet”, 1982) continued in 
this vein: this is MQIleris two- 
banded version of Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses. earlier and more 
powerful than Christopher 
Hampton's adaptation of the 
same material which in the rest 
of Europe met with little suc- 
cess, as theatres preferred 
Muller's more visionary and 
experimental approach. 

Der Auftmg also became the 
first of his plays Mfiller himself 
was allowed to direct in the 
West, in Bochum in 1982; there- 
after he produced many para- 
digmatic productions of his 
own work. From 1985 onwards 
he wrote a series of connected 
texts which took their overall ti- 
tle, Wolokolamsker Chaussee 


(“Volokolamsk Road”), from 
the westward road from 
Moscow, where Hitler's troops 
were finally halted within sight 
of the Russian capital 

Europe’s and Germany's re- 
cent history, from the rise of 
Fascism to the East/West con- 
flict, had been Muller’s inspi- 
ration. His wo± is central to any 
understanding of the events of 
1989, but the fall of the Wall 
ironically also robbed him, for 
a Lime, of the basis for his dra- 
matic writing. Instead he turned 
to essays and interviews, which 
are among the most lucid com- 
ments on the collapse of the 
GDR and German unification, 
which, like his Western col- 
league Gunter Grass, he viewed 
with scepticism. 

From 1990 to 1992 be was 
President of the Academy of Art 
in Berlin. He published his au- 
tobiography /friajoJwe Schiacht 
(“War Without Battle”, 1992) 
and turned to directing: Berlin 


Ian Cotterell 


Ian CotterclI's career as a pro- 
ducer of radio drama was an ex- 
ample of how determination, 
enthusiasm and tenacity can 
overcome apparent obstacles. 
At a time wben either a formal 
drama training or a university 
degree were almost a sine qua 
non for a BBC drama produc- 
er he succeeded in making a 
passionate hobby into a paid job 
and for 20 years, from 1972 to 
bis retirement, he was an ac- 
knowledged and popular pro- 
fessional in his chosen metier. 

Less excited by novelty of 
content than by skill of perfor- 
mance, within which field his 
sensibility was acute, he was 
most at home with the popular 
classics of the theatre and 
dramatisations of the classics of 
literature. Notable amongst 
these were his radio productions 
of Alice in Wonderland (1977), 
and Alice Through the Looking 
G&m(I9S5) in association with 
the composer Carl Davis. Here 
his passion for music (he was 
both an opera and a ballet buff 
as well os a theatre buff), his 



An amateiv fen the proper sense: CottoreB, drawn by Clfve Franks 


child-like sense of fun, his 
knowledge of technology and 
his enthusiasm for performance 
all allied to create prize-winning 
works of sheer delight 
Cotterell joined the BBC as 
a filing derk in 1951, having left 
school with few qualifications at 
the age of 16, and having spent 
five years working in a humble 
capacity for the publidty section 
of Metro-Goidwyn-Mayer. 


New York City in June 1922 and 
demanded that they be allowed 
to cut what arc usually ac- 
knowledged as the first com- 
mercial country recordings. 

A one-time star of the WSM 
Grand Ole Opry. the longest- 
running country music radio 
programme, broadcast Live from 
Nashville. Fox routinely 
stopped the show with his trick 
fiddling: numbers such as 
“Johnson's Old Gray Mule” 
and “Black Mountain Rag" 
proring ideal vehicles for his 
hillbilly pyrotechnics. 

Fortunately, he committed 
some of these performances to 
wax. His 1935 version of Septi- 
mus Winner's “Listen to the 
Mockingbird", cut for Dccca. 
with Joe AlUesey on guitar, with 


Hard study and application 
resulted in his becoming a stu- 
dio manager at the BBC and 
then, in 1960, a Programme As- 
sistant with the BBC’s Overseas 
Transcription Service. Here he 
was responsible for the selection 
and preparation of drama and 
features radio programmes to 
be made available for trans- 
mission by foreign broadcasting 
organisations free of charge. 

Curly Fox 


its imitative trills and whoops, 
and despite an occasionally 
harsh tone, remains a classic of 
the genre. 

As was so often the case, Fax 
had been taught to play by bis 
father. At the age of 13 he 
joined a travelling medicine 
show, and made his first records 
with the now-forgotten Roane 
Cbunty Ramblers in 1929. By 
1932 be was leading his own 
string band, the Atlanta-based 
Tennessee Firecrackers. 

In 1937, and tty that time an 
Opry regular. Fox teamed with 
his future wife Ruby Owens, 
known on stage as Texas Ruby. 
The sister of Tex Owens, the 
writer of Cattle Call . the deep- 
voiced Texas Ruby had arrived 
in Nashville with Zeke Clem- 


The 12 years he spent doing this 
developed his knowledge, 
judgement and technical au- 
thority. More importantly he ap- 
plied himself to drama direction 
in the amateur world. He 
worked assiduously with the 
BBGs amateur theatrical group 
and with SADG (Studio Man- 
agers Amateur Dramatic 
Group). For this, under the 
guidance of the doyen director 
Raymond Raikcs, he experi- 
mented with stereophony in its 
early phases and with 
quadraphony and surround- 
sound. experiments which were 
to continue long after he had 
“turned professional”. He also 
directed for the Croydon Histri- 
onic Society and was responsi- 
ble for a number of ambitious 
Shakespeare productions at the 
Ashcroft Theatre in Croydon. 
His extramural association with 
these amateur groups continued 
throughout his life. 

He was, indeed, an amateur 
in the most proper sense in that 
he loved what he did and one 
sensed that he would happily 


ents’ Broncho Busters in 1934. 
She and Curly Fox married in 
1939 and for over two decades 
were amongst the most popu- 
lar husband-and-wife teams in 
the business. 

In the years immediately fol- 
lowing the end of the Second 
World War they made a series 
of classic recordings for Co- 
lumbia Records, with Ruby’s 
throaty vocals fronting a tight 
band that boasts some extraor- 
dinary twin-guitar work from 
Grady Martin and Jabbo Ar- 
rington. Among the highlights 
was Fred Rose’s “Don’t Let 
That Man Get You Down". 

During the Fifties they relo- 
cated to Houston for seven 
years before returning to 
Nashville at the end of the 



sion and amalgam ation of 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet and his 
own collage-like Die Hamlet- 
Maschine (“The Hamlet Ma- 
chine”) in 1991. He was the 
Bayreuth Festival's unusual 
choice to direct Wagner’s 7Hs- 
tan und Isolde (1993), a cuh suc- 
cess. Most recently he had 
another huge success with a pro- 
duction of Brecht's Arturo Ui at 
the Berliner Ensemble, whose 
sole director he had become. 

Muller's achievements were 
recognised with many awards, 
including Germany’s highest 
literary award, the Buchner 
Prize, very apt as he shared 
many qualities with the author 
of and Danton i Death. 

Apart from George Thbori, 
no other German playwright has 


MOlter: Apocalypse with Cigar' 

bad greater impact on recent 
theatre; to their shame neither 
the RSC nor National Theatre 
in England have put on any 
plays % him, the RSC rather 
giving a platform to Botho 
Strauss, a far lesser figure. But 
there have been powerful pro- 
ductions on the London. Fringe, 
and in 1992 at the Royal 
Lyceum Theatre in Edinburgh. 

Muller’s last two years were 
marked by illness, though he 
continued to work. After six 
years of silence he had almost 
completed a new play, about 
Stalm and Hitler, those two fig- 
ures who loom so daddy over 
our century, which he had 
hoped to direct hims elf in the 


have worked for no- reward 
could he have afforded to do so 
or even been permitted to do so. 
This love of drama and his en- 
thusiasm for it communicated 
itself to all the actors, writers 
and technicians with whom he 
worked. 

Ian Cotterell was not an 
interventionist director but one 
who provided the right ingre- 
dients and created the right at- 
mosphere for it all to happen. 
He enjoyed working with stare 
and recognised that these bad 
achieved their status through 
talent rather than by accident 
Perhaps his early days with 
MGM also made him aware 
that there were certain public- 
ity advantages to be derived 
from star casting. One review- 
er wrote of him: “Mr Cot- 
tereli’s casting is worthy of the 
more glamorous days of ELM. 
■ferment." 

Nowhere was this more in ev- 
idence that in the three series 
of 21 original short radio plays 
tty Peter Barnes entitled Barnes 
People which were broadcast in 


decade and recording an a fin mi 
for Starday. 

On the evening of 29 March 
1963, Curly returned from an 
Opry performance to discover 
that the house trailer that he 
and Ruby shared had been en- 
gulfed in flames and that his 
wife had perished. Nashville 
must have seemed fated that 
month, four of its most popu- 
lar stare having also recently 
died in tragic circumstances: 
Patsy Cline, Cowboy Copas 
and Hawkshaw Hasking in a 
plane crash, and Jack Anglin in 
an automobile accident en route 
to their memorial service. 

After that Curly Fox went 
into semi-retirement in rural 
Illinois, appearing only spo- 
radically at Blucgrass and Old- 



Rue Grand We Opry 

Toney festivals, where he con- 
tinued to delight audiences. 

Paul Wadey 

Arnim LeRoy " Curl y" Fox, 
fiddler bom Groysvme, Ten- 
nessee 9 November 1910; mar- 
ried 1939 Ruby Owens (died 
1963); died 10 November 1995. 


Professor 


C 



Photograph: Alastair MlUer 

New Year - but in the last few 
months his cancer struck again. 

Muller bad always confront- 
ed death whb courage in bis life 
as in his work, as he thought it 
a central theme no one could 
avoid who wants to write with 
truth about our times - espe- 
cially a German writer, aware 
of the pain and death the Ger- 
mans have brought all over the 
world. “All art, including mine, 
is a remembrance of the dead,” 
he once said 

Michael Batz 

Heiner MOUer, playwright, di- 
rector and poet: bom Eppendorf, 
Saxony 9 January 1929; married; 
died Berlin 30 December 1995. 


specimen of the larger-than-life 
Anglophile Amerieanacadem- 
jc of yesteryear, a breed now al- 
most extinct Wth his death the 
world loses due .of the last 
Grand Old Men of English let- 
ters raised in the inter-war 
years, when the pursuit of schol- 
arship was stillregarded as the 
principal purpose of education. 

Ear well over half a century 
Johnson's lifewas inextricably 
linked with that of Princeton 
University, first as undergrad- 
uate, then instructor in the 
English Department, assistant 
professor, Philip Freneau Pre- 
ceptor, associate professor, pro- 
fessor, departmental chairman 
and, finally, Holmes Professor 
of Belles Lettres. He retired in 
1979, but continued to live in 
Princeton until his death. 

Edward Dudley Hume John- 
son was bom in Columbus, 
Ohio, in 1911, across the street 
from James Thuibei, as he 
liked to recall. His father, 
Charles, was a local business- 
man, and gentleman, farmer. 
He attended St Paul's School 
Concord, New Hampshire, be- 
fore going up to Princeton, 
where he entered the Depart- 
ment of Romance Languages 
with the Class of *34, graduat- 
ing magna cum latide. Apart 
from academic distinction, his 
undergraduate years were 
memorable for the occasion 
when, during the dark days of 
prohibition, the still in his 


the early Eighties, where the 
cast lists read like something out 
of the pages of Who 'sWhoin the 
Theatre , including such names 
as Laurence Olivier, Paul 
Scofield, Peggy Ashcroft, Sean 
Connery, John Hurt, Robert 
Stephens, Judi Dench, Donald 
Pleasance, Peter Ustinov, Irene 
Worth and John Gielgud. 

Despite the restrictions of 
Parkinson’s disease which beset 
him over the past five years, this 
easy, popular and likeable man 
retained his sense of fun. his en- 
thusiasm arid his passionate 
private interests. It has been to 
radio listeners’ benefit that he 
chose to put these persona] 
qualities to public advantage. 

John Tydenan 

Ian Cotterell, radio producer 
bom 5 March 1930; MGM pub- 
licity department 1946-51; derk I 
studio manager, BBC Radio 
1951-60, programme assistant. 
Transcription Service 1960-72, 
Producer, BBC Radio Drama 
1972-92; died London 11 
December 1995. 



Johnson: patrician 

rooms exploded blowing the 
door off its hinges and causing 
considerable damage. After 
graduating he went to Oriel 
College, Oxford, on a Rhodes 
Scholarship, where he obtained 
a BA in English Literature and 
began a lifelong love-affair with 
Britain. He completed his grad- 
uate studies in English in the US 
and gained his PhD at Yale. 

His initial spell of teaching 
was interrupted in 1941, when 
he joined the US Naval Reserve 
as an ensign; by the time he was 
discharged in 1946 he had at- 
tained the rank of lieutenant- 
commander. One of his earliest 
essays as a budding collector of 
drawings and watercolours 
dates from this time: on leave 
in New York, he went into the 
gallery that represented the 
veteran American water- 
colourist John Marin, intent on 
making a purchase. To his cha- 
grin the dealer looked him up 
and down and said, “Young of- 
ficer, what right do you think 
you have to own a Marin?" 

Johnson went on to own fine 
works by such artists as Matisse 
and Pasehv before settling on 
tire watercolourists of the Eng- 
lish School hut he never owned 
a Marin. 

Returning to Princeton as as- 
sistant professor, he began to 
develop the series of popular 
undergraduate and graduate 
courses in Victorian literature 
and intellectual history on 
which his reputation rests. He 
was an inspirational teacher, 
who relished life and language. 
His rugged good looks, bushy 
eyebrows, gravelly voice and 
over-loud tweed suits would 
have made him distinctive in any 
company; even in the privi- 
leged world of post-war Prince- 
ton they marked him out, and 
he grew naturally into the court- 


ly and patrician figure that 
those of us who got to know him 
later came to love. 

Patrician he certainly was, but 
he was also the epitome of the 
absent-minded professor, his 
regular greeting “How arts you. 
my friend?” frequently dis- 
guised the fact that he had 
temporarily forgotten the 
names even of those closest to 
him. My first name is Peyton; 
many es the time I have had to 
answer to “Clayton", while on 
One occasion be is reputed to 
have given a graduate seminar 
on Byron calling him Browning 
throughout. His students knew 
who he was talking about, and 
no one wished to interrupt the 
spellbinding flow of erudition. 

Amongst those who gained 
from bis teaching are Robert 
Patten, the Dkdcens/Gniikriiank 
scholar, the Rusfcfnian George 
Landow, and Samuel Pickering 
Jnr, the real-life mode) for 
John Keating in Dead Poets So- 
ciety, who was later to become 
his son-in-law. Indeed, Keating's 
exhortation to his pupils, 
“Learn to savour words and 
language", is vintage Johnson. 

In 1952 Dudley Johnson pub- 
lished The Alien Vision of Vic- 
torian Poetry, and in the 
mid-1960s Charles Dickens: an 
introduction to the reading of his 
novels. These were both im- 
portant works in the reassess- 
ment of Victorian life, art and 
letters. Ttoo later books result- 
ed from a happy marriage 
between his passion for 19th- 
century literature and his extra- 
curricular pursuits: The Poetry 
of Earth (1966), which he edit- 
ed, reflected his deep love af na- 
ture and the countryside, whilst 
Hunters of the Social Scene in 
Great Britain from Hogarth to 
Sickert (1986) enabled him to 
explore the relationship be- 
tween literature and narrative 
painting over two centuries. 
Shortly after this book ap- 
peared, I took him out to din- 
ner with a museum curator, who 
spent much of the evening try- 
ing to discover exactly hew he 
defined the word “narrative" in 
relation to painting. The next 
day Johnson said that, although 
he had enjoyed the evening, he , 
felt that hs fellow guest was one 
of those products of the Amer- 
ican educational system -who . 
allowed language to get between ■. 
them and their objective" . 

We were first put in touch in ; 
1964 by Robert Ratten, who had .: 
sent him a catalogue of our ex- • 
hibition of “Early English Yfr- : 
tercolours" at the Fine Art- 
Society in London- Dudley and 
his stylish wife Laurie, a {ho- - 
tographer and later owner of a ; 
gallery, the Drawing Room, in v 
Princeton, were both fun-Iovhg : 
people, and their house was d- 
ways full of laughter. However, 
his yearn as departmental char- 
man during the Vietnam war 
and the excesses of the studeu 
uprisings took their toll; fe 
aged and became a sadder mac. 

In his final letter to me in No 
vember he wrote that his “ca 
parity for forming friendships' 
had been his life’s supreme re- 
ward. Typically, these friend- 
ships have extended beyond 
the grave. Even while I was writ- 
ing this a Christmas gift of 
claret from Dudley Johnson 
was delivered. Fully aware that 
he was unlikely to be alive, he 
still wished to ensure that his 
friends would enjoy the festive 
season and be of good cheer. 

PCyton Skipwttti 

Edward Dudley Hume Johnson, 
English scholar bom Columbus, 
Ohio, 29 November 1911; asso- 
ciate professor of English Liter- 
ature, Princeton University 
1952-61, professor 1961-74, 
Holmes Professor of Belles Let- 
tres 1974-79 (Emeritus); married 
Marianne Mac/de ( deceased ; 
marriage dissohed), 1947 Lau- 
ra Vance (two sons, one daugh- 
ter); died Princeton, New Jersey 
9 December 1995. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

.MOURE: Aku ndvr Nicholas (Sib 
1'V 1. lira child hum lo Drs David and 
Naiuliv Moore, .it 23.44 on JO Dv- 
ix-rahcr IW. Jl Chelsea and West- 
minster Ho-.pjul. London. 

Amumnccmcnls for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARR1 AG ES ■& DEATHS 
(Births. Adoptions, Marriages, 
Deaths, Memorial strikes Wedding 
anniversaries. In Mcmoriam) should 
be sent in writing to the Gazette Ed- 
itor. The Independent. 1 Canada 
Square. Canary Wharf. London EI4 
SDL. telephoned to 0171-293 2011 
(24-boor answering machine 0171- 
293 2012) or faxed to 0171-293 2010. 
and are charged at £&50 a line (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. Forth- 
coming marriages. Marriages) mast , 
be submitted in writing for laved I and 
ore charged at £10a line. VAT extra. 
They should be accompanied by a 
daytime telephone number. 


Changing of the Guard 
The Houx'htiid Gav.Jty Mounted Rcgi" 
muni mounts the Ouufq's Life Guard al 
Hone Guards, I lam; 7 Company Odd- 
Mrvam Guar* mount- ifc Quccn'sGuanL 
a Bo AfaBham Palace, 1 1 JftmL hand pro- 
vided by Ihu- Welsh Guards. 


Birthdays 

Mr David Bailey, photographer and 
film director. 5K: Sir Richard Bayltss, 
former Physician to the Queen. 79: 
Mr Leopold Brook. Conner chairman. 
Simon Engineering. 84; Mr Christo- 
pher Campbell, Chairman, British 
Shipbuilders. 60: Admiral William J. 
Crowe. L>S ambassador, 71; The 
Duke of Devonshire, former Chan- 
cellor oi Manchester University. 76; 
Professor Sir Kingsley Dunham, for- 
mer Director. Institute of Geologi- 
cal Sciences, £6; Mr David Graveoey. 

cricketer. 42; Mr Walter Harrison, 
former MP. 75; Mr Piets Merchant 
MP. 45; Sir Bruce RiiiuUo. governor 
of the Bank of Scotland, 5& Sir 
Charles Reece, former research and 
technology director. IC1. 69: Mr Ed- 
mund dc Rothschild, director, N.M. 
Rothschild and Sons, SO: Air Marshal 
Sir Ernest Sklry.83: Professor John 
Thomas, chemist, 7ft Sir Keith 
Thomas. President. Corpus Chrisii 
College, Oxford. 63; Sir Michael 
Tippett, composer, 91; Dame Rachel 
Waterhouse, former chairman. Con- 
sumers' .Association, 73; Mr Robert 
Wilmot, chairman. Wilmol Enter- 
prises Ltd. 51; The Right Rev Ken- 
neth Woollcombe. Assistant Bishop 
of Worcester, 72. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Nathaniel Bacon, American 
colonial leader. 1647; John Manners. 
Marquis of Granby, military com- 
mander, 1721; Oswald Achcnbach. 
landscape painter. 1827; Jimmy Ner- 


«> (James Holloway), comedian, 
1897; Isaac Azimov, biochemist and 
science-fiction writer, 1920. Deaths: 
Ovid (Pnbiiiis Ovidtus Naso), Roman 
poet, 17; Alexander VUeddeitxnii first 
Earl of Rosstyn, Lord Chancellor, 
1805: Alexander William King] alee, 
author. 1891; Sir Gemge Btdddl Airy, 
astronomer royal 1892; Sir Edward 
Augustus Bond, librarian of the 
British Museum. 1898: Carl Gold- 
mark. composer, 1915; Dick Emery, 
comedian. 1983. On this day: the 
Academic Franca be was established 
by Cardinal Richelieu, 1635; Geor- 
gia became the fourth of the Unit- 
ed States, 1788; the first municipal 
crematorium was opened at Hull, 
(901; the present building of the 
Theatre Royal Hayraarket. Lon- 
don. opened, 1905; cupro-nickel 
coins were issued in the United 
Kingdom to replace silver, 1947; 66 
people died after a barrier collapsed 
a! Ibrax Park football ground, Glas- 
gow, 1971. Tbday is the Feast Day of 
St Adolhard or Addard. St Basil St 
Caspar del Bufalo, St Gregory 
Nazianzcn, St Macarius of Alexan- 
dria, St Mnnchifi, St Seraphim of 
Sarov. St Vincentian and The Holy 
Name of Jesus. 

Lectures 

National GaBery: Colin Wiggins, 
"Drawings (i); Michelangelo the 
Draughtsman”, lpm, 

British Museum: George Hart.'An- 
liew Egyptian Ririigicm: myths of tre- 
at ion”, 1.15pm. 


No damages award for loss of moonlighting earnings 


Hooter » Bader; Court ot Appeal 
(Lord Justice Hirst, Lord 
Justice Write and Lord Justice 
Hobhouse); 19 December 1995 

A widow could not claim, as 
damages for loss of dependen- 
cy under the Fatal Accidents 
Act 1976, stuns her deceased 
husband would have earned by 
“moonlighting”, which he 
would not have declared lest 
they affect Us entitlement to 
social security benefits. 

The Court of Appeal upheld 
the decision on this point by 
District Judge Moon, sitting in 
Torquay District Registry on 25 
November 1993, but allowed 
the appeal of the plaintiff, 
Maria Hunter, suing as (he 
widow and administratrix of her 
husband, Kenneth Hunter, 
against the judge's refusal to 
make an award of damages for 
loss of dependency in respect 
of the projects of her husband, 
who was unemployed at the 
time of his death, later obtain- 
ing full-time employment 

To take account of this, the 
appeal court added £12,480 to 
the total of £6,575 plus inter- 


est awarded ty the judge for be- 
reavement, funeral expenses 
and general damages, in respect 
of a fatal road accident on 9 
December 1983. for which the 
defendant accepted Lability. 

Michael de Navarro QC and James 
Hayward (Hyde Mahon Bridges, far 
Lee-Barber Goodrich & Ca, Torquay) 
for the plaintiff; Wiliam Stevenson 
( Beachaqfi Stanleys, for Cam A 
Hattett, Exeter) for the defendant. 

Und Justice Write said the de- 
ceased was 41 at the time of his 
death, leaving a widow then 
aged 36 and six children. He 
had always supplemented his 
earnings by doing odd jobs at 
evenings and weekends, and 
from Juty 1983 until his death 
he had been working part- 
time, earning some £90 a week, 
as a kitchen porter and hotel 
gardener. He did not disclose 
those earnings to the social se- 
curity authorities, from whom 
he drew full supplementary, 
family allowance and housing 
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benefits on the basis that he 
was unemployed. Had he dis- 
closed his earnings, the bene- 
fits would have been reduced 
accordingly. 

The judge held that, had he 
lived, the deceased would have 
had no prospects of permanent 
employment, because none ex- 
isted. The defendant* seeking 
to uphold that decision, aigued 
that the deceased fell square- 
ly into the “poverty trap": no 
wage he could earn from any 
full- time work he could get 
would match, 1 after deductions, 


were already receiving from 
social security. 

In his Lordship’s judgment, 
(he conclusion that there was 
no prospect of the deceased ob- 
taining full-time- employment 
could not be sustained on the 
evidence of his own employ- 
ment history and statistical ev- 
idence as to subsequent 
demand for labour in the area. 

Applying a multiplier of 12 


to an annual multiplicand of 
£4,160, and adopting a depen- 
dency percentage of 75 per cent 
and an “abatement” percentage 
of 333 per cent to reflect the 
element of chance, his Lordship 
calculated the deceased’s “lost 
chance" as worth £12,480 to his 
dependants. 

His Lordship rejected the 
widow’s claim to have lost the 
deceased’s supplementary ben- 
efit entitlement as a result of his 
death. In respect of such ben- 
efit, she was in no sense de- 
pendent on the deceased: she. 
no less than he, was in that 
regard dependent upon the 
state. 

As to the question of “moon- 
lighting”, it was argued that to 
the extent that the deceased 
would not have been in full- 
time employment (as reflected 
in the abatement of the award 
of lost dranco damages) he 
would have supplemented his 
income.fram undeclared part- 
time work, the proceeds of 


should be treated as forming 
part of the depen dan cy lost by 
nis widow. 

His Lordship would reject 
that argument on two grounds. 
First, it read too much into the 
process of abatement in calcu- 
lating the lost chance of frill- 
time earnings. The abatement 
was solely to reflect the exi- 
gencies of chance, and it was 
over-sophisticated to introduce 
into the calculation some no- 
tional apportionment between 
weeks worked for a declared 
wage and weeks supported by 
supplementary benefit and 
undedared part-time earnings. 

Second, it offended public 
polity in two respects: (a) by as- 
suming that Sfraeone who com- 
mitted fraud in the past would 
continue to do so, ignorin g 
the possibilities of repentance 
or detection; and fb) by treat- 
ing the proceeds of illegally con- 
cealed earnings as providing a 
valid head of recovery by way 
of damages for loss or injury., 

Lord Justice Hobhouse and 
Lord Justice Hirst concurred. 

. Magrath, Barrister 
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Sir Rocco bums the midnight 
oil preparing Forte’s defence 
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Sir Rocco i ^fy^^kolder loyally. typing off a seven-point mis- 

50 P dividlnd a - ? v ®’ questioning Granada's 
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ffle £33bn takeSThX™ 

SSTwi on, 7 has one 

week left , n willch ^ decid 

t D increase its bid 
hJFbZ? • int | nse speculation 

frSfh«° rte ® S 1 " 1 release of 
Sf 8 * 1 *“»?■■ information to- 
day will be built around retail 


^ a to ^re 3d .77ie^n- 
ey nay also be used for a share 
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document a Fone 
spokesman confirmed, will de- 
now Forte intends to use the 
proceeds from the Whitbread 

rea^LS S r WeU 35 ,be £200ra 
reaped from other recent dis- 
posals, which include the US 
Travelodge hotel chain and Lfl- 
lywhttes. 

yesterday signalled ft in- 
tends to come out fighting bard. 


grossly inadequate bid repeats 
the mistak e s of the highly-lever- 
aged 1980s conglomerates." 

And it asked: “Doesn’t 
£3.6bn of pro forma debt and 
207per cent of pro forma gear- 
ing increase the business risk to 
unacceptable levels?” 

Charles Allen, chief operat- 
ing officer and soon to be chief 
executive of Granada, dismissed 
the attack. Rule had said this 
all before and was making the 
same mistake ag^ in of trying to 
compare the company with di- 
versified industrial groups. 


“Granada is very firmly in the 
leisure sector, so are Forte. We 
know exactly what we are going 
to do here," he said, promising 
that more detailed plans would 
be released in the next couple 
of weeks showing Granada's 
strategy for sweating more from 
Forte’s assets. 

He also further questioned 
the value of the deal with Whit- 
bread for Forte shareholders. “It 
does not enhance shareholder 
value in any way. We believe the 
Whitbread deal is the biggest 
own-goal they have had." 

As for the question of the 
company’s soaring ratio of 
debt to shareholders’ hinds 
should it win the bid. a Grana- 
da spokesman said Forte had 


failed to stale the real figure, 
which was much lower. 

He added that Granada’s 10 
per cem holding in BSkyB, the 
satellite television company, 
was in the books at £65 m, sig- 
nificantly below the market 
value of £700m. Granada also 
intends to bring debts down by 
selling parts of the Fbrte empire, 
principally the £200m invest- 
ment in the Savoy hotels group 
and the Welcome Break mo- 
torway service stations. 

Forte is believed to be lining 
up more disposals of non-core 
assets. These include the 68 per 
cent limited voting stake in the 
Savoy group. 

Further details may be re- 
leased today of how Forte in- 


tends to distribute the Savoy 
shares among investors. Caloi- 


the two-tier voting structure, 
which is heavily tilted in favour 
of the Wontner family trusts 
which own a large part of the 
key Savoy 'B' shares. 

It is understood that some 
Savoy directors privately favour 
enfranchising the limited voting 
‘A’ shares, and may be pre- 
pared to table a formal proposal 
at a board meeting in the next 
few months. Another non-core 
asset owned by Rule is a 25 per 
cent stake in Alpha Airports, the 
in-flight catering and airport re- 
tailing group floated two years 
ago nod month. 


Outsider Lewis 
tipped for C&W 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Editor 

Cable & Wireless has ruled 
out internal candidates for the 
post of chief executive, which 
was suddenly vacated in No- 
vember by James Ross in a dra- 
matic boardroom struggle. Lord 
Young of GraSham, then chair- 
man, departed at the same 
time. 

The focus on outsiders has fu- 
elled speculation that the job 
will go to Duncan Lewis, who 


fering from a lack of experience 
of the telecommunications in- 
dustry within its executive line- 
up and it seems likely that 
investors would welcome the ap- 
pointment of Mr Lewis. 

There is a widespread view 
that the new chief executive will 
be faced immediately with the 
task of shaking up Cable & 
Wireless in defence of a possi- 
ble bid. City analysis have been 
speculating for months over a 
possible bid by BT. 

• - . . £. . , There is also a view that the 

x5 eptem ^ r 35 bead com P an y needs to restructure 
ol LAW s Mercury Communi- radically its cost base, focus 

more sharply on marketing, 
and play to its traditional 


cations subsi diar y. 

Rod Olsen, finance director, 
although recently appointed as 
acting chief executive of C&W, 
has not put himself forward to 
take the post full-time. 

Temporarily installing Mr 
Olsen, a New Zealander, re- 
quires changes to the articles of 
association which stipulate that 
the chief executive must be a 
British citizen if there is ho ex- 
ecutive chairman. 

An extraordinary general 
meeting this month to make the 
change will also clear the way 
for other overseas candidates to 
take the job. 

Mr Lewis, who has declined 
to comment, is thought to be 
keen to stay within the Euro- 
pean telecommunications sec- 
tor. His departure from 
Mercury in September after 
only nine months in the job 
shocked the industry as he was 
regarded as having turned the 
company around and given it a 
much-needed fresh impetus. 

There was speculation at the 
time that his decision to go was 
partly due to disagreement over 
the direction in which Mr Ross 
was steering the C&W group as 
a whole. 

Mr Lewis has been inter- 
viewed by headhunters Russell 
Reynolds, which is expected to 
draw up a shortlist within the 
next few weeks. The consensus 
in the City is that C&W issuf- 


b rands around the world. 

C&W is struggling to restore 
its credibility following the row 
between Mr Ross and Lord 
Young, which erupted publicly 
before they were both ousted. 
The BAA chairman, Brian 
Smith, has since been appointed 
non-executive chairman of the 
group. 

Separately, it has emerged 
that C&W s aiming to make 25 
per cent of its earnings from mo- 
bile comunications by the end 
of the decade. The target was 
given to analysts in a briefing 
last month as part of an effort 
to shore up the group’s image. 

There is a feeling within Ca- 
ble & Wireless that the impor- 
tance of its many mobile 
operations around the world is 
underestimated. Attention is 
often focused on Mercury One- 
2-One. the UK mobile arm 
owned jointly with US Wist, and 
on the cellular operations in 
Hong Kong. 

Bui C&W is involved in mo- 
bile telephones in 29 countries 
and regards itself as potential- 
ly one of the big global players 
in the integration of fixed and 
mobile communications net- 
works. 

The target areas for growth 
will be .Asia Pacific and western 
Europe. 



Sweet success: 1995 was a record year for chocolate consumption In Britain 


Kit Kat still chocolate top dog 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Britain spent a record £322m on 
chocolate last year - an average 
£1.06 each week for every man 
woman and child in the coun- 
try. The latest chocolate survey 
by Cadbury also shows that the 
rival manufacturer Nestfo tops 
the league with Kit Kat on 
which the nation spent £200m 
in 2995. Mars bars, the second 
favourite, accounted for£150m 
of sales. 

A report in June by analyst 
Datamonitor said Kit Kat's 
share of the chocolate snack 
market had slaved at around 


17.4 per cent between 1990 
and 1994 but the Mars bar’s 
share dropped from 16 per 
cent to 11.7 percent. 

The Cadbury review shows 
that Cadbury’s Dairy Milk, 
which last year celebrated its 
90th anniversary, has reinforced 
its position as Britain's third- 
favourite chocolate brand, with 
sales jumping by 22 per cent to 
around £115 m last year. Malt- 
eses are the top bagged choco- 
late, Smarties the favourite 
children’s brand, and Roses 
the number one boxed 
chocolate. 

The survey showed that the 
volume of chocolate sold was 


down slightly because of the hot 
summer but that damage was 
limited by a boom over the 
Christmas period, when sales hit 
£680m. The most avid con- 
sumers are those in Scotland 
and the South-west, who spend 
typically £1.25 a week, while 
those iii the South-east spend 
only 96p. The survey also 
showed that although women 
buy two- thirds of all chocolate 
they eat only 42 per cent 
Outside the chocolate in- 
dustry a separate survey showed 
that Wrigley’s Extra, a sugar- 
free chewing gum, has become 
the number one sweet The 
gum has overtaken old 


favourites such as Liquorice 
Allsorts as confectionery lovers 
become more and more health- 
conscious. 

According to Trebor Bas- 
sett’s review of the 1995 sweet 
market, the gum, which costs 
about 20p a pack, tops the 
best-seller list ahead of Polos 
and Rown tree's Fruit Pastilles. 
Another sugar-free gum, 
WrigJey’s Orbit, is fourth in the 
league - well in front of 
Wngley’s Spearmint gum, which 
comes in at number 17. Opal 
Fruits are eighth. Liquorice 
Allsorts lltb and Jelly Babies, 
loved by children for the best 
part of 80 years. 16th. 


Six months after launch, AIM is well on target 


NIGEL COPE V ;,_ v 

When the Alternative Invest- 
ment Market was launched on 
19 June last year there were con- 
cerns that the new exchange for 
smaller, growing companies 
might not work. 

One fear was that too few 
companies would seek to join. 
Another was that institutional 
investors would find the slocks 
too risky and stay away. Both 
fears have proven unfounded. 

Having kicked off with jusl 
nine companies, AIM has 1 17 
companies with a combined 
market capitalisation of £2.2bn. 
Total funds raised have reached 
£76m. It b death' early days and 
the market has been buoyed by 


the rise in the equity markets 
tins year, but so far AIM is look- 
. ingm rude health. 

The Stock Exchange is cer- 
tainly happy with its new baby. 
“We’re pleased: with the recep- 
tion it has had and the image h 
has built for itself,” a 
spokesman said. 

Further good news is that in- 
stitutions have started to bade 
some of the larger issues sireh 
as Independent Radio, an in- 
vestment vehicle set up to buy 
stakes in radio stations. 

AIM has also begun to attract 
the attention of investment 
trusts. Beacon Investment Trust 
runs a trust that specialises in 
smaller companies including 
those on AIM. Baronsmead is 


launching a trust dedicated to 
AIM companies this month. 

Robert Mitchell, one of the 
fund managers on the new 
Baronsmead portfolio, says: 
“We thought [AIM] was a good 
idea and the Stock Exchange 
needed to do something for 
smaller companies. I think it’s 
a good flexible market with 
enough regulatory back-up to 
satisfy investors. We’re pretty 
pleased with the way it has 
gone so far.” Baronsmead is 
forecasting that more than 200 
companies wffl be on AIM by 
next year and is upgrading its 
original forecasts of a total cap- 
italisation of £2.7bn. 

The performances of the new 
listing? have also pleased with 


the hits outweighing the misses. 
Pet City, the chain of pet su- 
perstores that joined the mar- 
ket in December, has proven 
one of the more colourful suc- 
cess stories so far. It eventually 
raised £20m from the float, 
double the amount planned 
and a quarter of the total raised 
so far on the market. The shares 
raced from the placing price of 
300p to 353p on the first day of 
dealings. With shares finishing 
the year at 382p the company 
is valued at more than £93m. 
The placing also received sig- 
nificant institutional support 
Megalomedia, Maurice 
Saatchi’s memorably named 
new multimedia vehicle, has 
also caught the eye. It is one 


of the market’s best performers, 
with its shares up 170 percent. 
Firecrest whose technology en- 
ables telephone calls to be 
made over the Internet saw its 
shares treble from its listing 
price of 40p to 122p by the end 
of the year. The worst per- 
formers include Baris Hold- 
ings. a builder whose shares 
collapsed after a rights issue. 

As AIM has less arduous 
rules governing listings than 
other markets - including the 
USM, which is coming to and 
end - the role of the nominat- 
ed adviser is seen as crucial. 

The adviser acts as a kind of 
sponsor to the issue and helps 
the company at all key stages. 
Mr Mitchell of Baronsmead 


says: “The advisers' reputation 
is on the line every n me they 
bring a company to market, tf 
things go horribly wrong it 
could affect their work on other 
listings on other markets.” 

For investors one possible 
headache is that fewer of the 
AIM companies qualify for tax 
breaks than originally expected. 

The other potential prob- 
lem is the volatility of some 
shares. As many of the compa- 
nies on AIM are small and at 
an early stage of development 
there are going to be a few dis- 
asters along the way. However, 
this is the risk thal accompanies 



larger companies. 
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Shareholder 
fights Locker 
takeover plan 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Plans fry the quoted engineer- 
ing company Thomas Locker to 
buy Pen tie (Holdings) yesterday 
ran into fierce opposition from 
Locker’s largest single share- 
holder. 

John Carr, a private investor 
who bought 22.6 per cent of 
Locker last May, wrote to the 
rest of the shareholders over the 
weekend urging them to vote 
against the board's plans for a 
takeover that he said would oost 
£10m, including the price for re- 
deeming Pentre preference 
shares. 

Thomas Locker is a long-es- 
tablished family-dominated 
company based in Whrrmgton 
which makes air filters and me- 
chanics 1 handling equipment 
such as convey ora. 

Mr Carr said be bought his 
stake from a disgruntled family 
member. The rest of the family 
still owns a total of 37 per cent 
of the company. 

Mr Carr said he bought his 
stake with the intention of en- 
couraging quiet change at 
Thomas Locker. 

In July he asked for a seat on 
the board but the directors 
“procrastinated". In Novem- 
ber they asked fora meeting bnt 
in December they said they 
were not interested in talking, 


Mr Carr said. “They are a very 
old established company. They 
were panicked into thinking 1 
was aggressive but 1 am not. if 
it bad oeefl a sensible transac- 
tion I would have been the first 
to support it.” he said. 

He believed that it was wrong 
for Locker to double its size by 
acquisition and turn itself into 
something out of character. It 
would be better for the company 
to inject strong management 
and focus on the existing busi- 
ness. he said. 

Mr Gut said he wanted to be- 
come directly involved and 
added that the role he had al- 
ways played in companies in 
whkb he had been involved was 
chief executive. 

The acquisition was in fact a 
reverse takeover, Mr Carr 
claimed. In a circular to share- 
holders he claimed Thomas 
Locker was valued at 58.6 per 
cent of net asset value while 
Pentre was valued at 225 per 
cem, giving “an extraordinary 
sum of £4.3m of goodwill for 
Pentre Thomas Locker is sig- 
nificantly overpaying for 
Pentre." 

Shares in Thomas Locker 
were suspended because of the 
takeover announcement at 30p, 
valuing the company on the 
stock market at £9m, compared 
with shareholders' funds of 
£15m. 


IN BRIEF 


Bank Investigates City bonus risks 

The Bank of Englan d is financing an investigation into the im- 
pact of large profit-related bonuses on City traders' propensity 
to take excessive risks on behalf of their companies. Hie study, 
fry the London School of Economics, is expected to be completed 
by the spring. 

The Bank’s supervision department has for several years been 
asking banks with large proprietary trading operations to analyse 
bow the method of remuneration for staff affects the riskiness 
of their trading. A Bank spokesman said the new study was look- 
ing at the economic implications. 

Self-assessment *to boost tax take’ 

Labour yesterday claimed the Government would take an extra 
£S50ro in tax as a result of the change to a self-assessment lax 
system in April 1997, which would also impose “reams of red tape" 
on taxpayers, employers and the self-employed. Andrew Smith, 
shadow chief secretary to the Treasury, said “This is a monumental 
own-goal by the Tories.” 

Business confidence dives 

Lloyds Bank said a survey of 2,000 businesses with turnover be- 
tween £lm and £100m showed confidence at its lowest level since 
the survey began in 1992. Businesses found it difficult to accept 
and adapt to a low-inflation climate. 

Slower growth forecast this year 

Cambridge Economics forecasts today that the likelihood of a 
pre-election boom this year is receding. Its model of the 
economy predicts that growth will slow from 2.75 per cent last 
year to 23 per cent in 19%, but will accelerate again next year. 


Excellent value 
short breaks at 
Thistle hotels 


2 nights from just per person 

These prices apply from 3rd January to 29th February 1 996. 
(Please book by 31st January 1 996) 

Take a relaxing break this Winter and enjoy 
outstanding luxury and exceptional value. 

A full English breakfast' is included in the price. 


£69 Golden Vo 1 lev Hotel 01242 2>2691 
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124 bedrooms with private bathroom, colour TV with in-house 
movies. L eisure facilities indude an indoor swimming pool, 
gyro, sauna, solarium, beauty salon, all-weather tennis courts. 


1 79 Brighton Thistle 

Urii/hlon Nc*.ti'rv»ttl 


01273 206700 


204 luxurious bedrooms with private bathroom, colour TV 
with in-house movies. Unique 4-storey atrium lounge, indoor 
swimming pool, sauna, solarium, hairdresser, mini -gym. 


To make vour reservation ask vour Travel Agent to 
book through Highlife on 

0800 700 400 (N- Ireland 01232 112000) 

or call the hotel quoting reference RA IN 02 01 . 
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Staring a room with 2 adults: Under 6: Stay & eat breakfast 
free. 6- 1 5: Stay free. 14 each per breakfast. 

Pnce pn- adult Tar 1 tiigtu hued c® 2 people during a twin or douMc ronm 
with prone bathroom, TV and tea 3c coffer nuking feafitics. 

Miramum stay 2 night*. No single occupancy. Bootings subject tu limited 
availability. Afl details correct at rime of going to press. 
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TODAY 

Companies 

A quiet week on the corporate 
front as the City drifts back to 
work after the Christmas and 
New Year break. Only a hand- 
ful of smaller companies are re- 
porting and no results are 
scheduled today. However, re- 
tailers should start to release 
their Christmas trading state- 
ments this w'eck with addi- 
tional updates on how the first 
few days of their winter sales 


are progressing. Shares in some 
stores groups, such as Dixons 
and Marks & Spencer, have al- 
ready risen on the back of 
good Christmas sales. Gold- 
smiths ,the jewellery retailer, 
has already announced strong 
sales increases for the run-up 
to Christmas. 

EGMs: 

Ransomes, the iawnraowers 
group, holds its emergency 
general meeting to approve its 
£37 m rights issue. The issue of 
SI million shares priced at 4Sp 
is to reduce borrowings and 


unifying ctengB ft SUSm 




catch up on preference divi- 
dend payments. Gearing 
should fall from 400 per cent 
to around 60 per cent This 
should enable the company to 
invest more in the business. 

Economics 

Provisional December figures 
are due today for MO. the nar- 
row measure of money supply 
that consists chiefly of notes 
and coins in circulation. De- 
spite the fluctuations in MO 
growth, the underlying growth 
rate has been stable at around 
5.7 per cent in recent months. 
This is expected to have con- 
tinued in December with the 
weekly notes data remaining 
robust Analysts are forecast- 
ing a 0.6 per cent rise in MO in 
December, lowering the annual 
rate to 5.2 per cent 

House prices will also be the 
focus of attention this week, 
with November figures from 
Nationwide’s House Price In- 
dex due today and Halifax fig- 


Morttaing 
^ range 




1992 . 93 94 . 95 

ures tomorrow. The figures 
wfll be watched with interest by 


dictions by both Halifax and 
Nationwide of a 2 to 3 per cent 
increase in house prices over 
the next 12 months. In the last 
quarter of 1995 both societies’ 
figures have shown slight in- 
creases, leading most experts to 
predict an end to the downturn 
that gripped the market for 
most of 1995. 


December figures from the 
Purchasing Managers Index 
are forecast to follow a subdued 
trend. The overall index last 
month fell to its lowest since 
November 1992. Both orders 
received and purchases made 
are suffering from excess stock 
levels. This should be reflect- 
ed is the December survey. 
The output index, which has 
risen recently, may fall in De- 
cember as demand is met by 
the rundown in stocks. The eas- 
ing in supply constraints al- 
lowed the prices to fall below 
50 last month for the first time 
in more than three years. Prices 
may rise marginally in De- 
cember, reflecting the recent 
decline in sterling and higher 
commodity prices. However, 
the underlying trend remains 
subdued. 

Other economics 

Big British banking groups' 
mortgage lending (Nov). UK 
official reserves (Dec). 


TOMORROW 

Companies 

Interims: None scheduled. 
Finals Throgmorton Preferred 
Income Trust 
EGMs; Devro Inti, MEPG 
Economics 

The second house market in- 
dicator of the week is due with 


December figures from the 
Halifax Price Index. This has 
shown an increase for four 
successive months, one of sev- 
eral tentative signs that the 
housing market is starting to 
recover. . , 

The Halifax index is ex- 
pected to rise again in De- 
cember. Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell is forecasting a 2J per 
cent rise in prices next year. 

No significant change is ex- 
pected in the level of official re- 
serves, with the release or 
December figures today. Al- 


PurthiKin? managers' index 



though sterling fell quite heav- 
Hy in November, there was only 
a modest decline inrmderiymg 
reserves. 

THURSDAY 

Companies 

Interims Abbey, Diuck Hold- 
ings. 

Finals: Warner Estates Hold- 
ings. 

AGMs: Conrad Ritblat, Estates 
& Agency. 

EGMs: Minmeti ML Hold- 
ings- 

Economics 

New vehicle registrations (No- 
vember). 

FRIDAY 

Companies 

AGMs: Diploma, GET Group, 

MMT Computing. 

EGMs: Brockhampton Hold- 
ings, China & Eastern Inv. 
Research by Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell 
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GERALD HOLTHAM 


'European politicians 
have been intoning for 
so long that widening 
and deepening are 
not contradictoiy that 
they forgot it was 
nonsense. Of course 
it is. Only the British 
government 
acknowledged that 
clearly* 


The looming Euro crisis 



Tohn Major is perfectly right There, 1 knew 
J that would get your attention. Britain’s 
much-pummeled Prime Minister was once 
again on the wrong end of a mauling in 
Madrid He raised issues created by themgbly 
probable two-tier European monetary sys- 
tem. All he got for his pains was to be called 
a “pessimist by Helmut Kohl. Yet the con- 
cerns he expressed were real and justified. 
Indeed, assorted politicians and Eurocrats 
acknowledged as much in private. 

The reason that he stQl got short shrift was 
twofold. First, his motives are suspect: 
warnings from a friend are one thing; the nit- 
pickings of an opponent are another. Sec- 
ond, as someone said, "the trouble is that 
he isn’t offering any solutions”. 

Of course, poor Mr Major cannot offer 
solu tions. He has to keep the warring wings 
of the Tory party in suspended animation. 
Any particular solution is likely to trigger an 
uproar from someone. We can do better, 
however. Let's look at the problems that Mr 
Major correctly foresees and see whether 
any solutions suggest themselves. 

The European Union and its plans for 
monetary union are drifting into an acknowl- 
edged crisis. The original Maastricht Treaty 
was insistent that the Union had to move in 
a convoy to monetary union. This plan has 
foundered and is giving way to a "variable 
geometry” or u a la ram'” Europe with dif- 
ferent slates in and ouL of various circles of 
co-operation, including monetary union. 

The original conception of Maastricht 
foundered on two rocks. One was the 
barely-suppressed hysteria of Lhe German 
public at giving up the mark, the symbol of 
their post-war economic miracle. In an 
effort to assuage these feelings. German 
politicians have been insisting on tighter and 
tighter interpretation of the so-called con- 
vergence conditions for a country to take 
part in EMU. 

The idea is that only states in very good 


order need apply because this new money 
has to be firmer than the marie. The condi- 
tions are nowin a fairway to exclude all but 
a handful of countries. 

The second rock was Germany's insstenee 
(backed up by Britain in the role of trouble- 
maker) on admitting more countries from 
eastern Europe. Since those countries had 
no chance of qualifying for Maastricht, on 
any interpretation, die essential unity of the 
EU was sure to be losL 

Why should the Germans damage so seri- 
ously the Europe they love with these two 
demands? The first demand they cannot 
help. Public opinion is in revolt The second 
demand was pure muddle-headedness. 

I European politicians have been intoning 
JH'for so long that widening and deepen- 
ing are Qot contradictory that they forgot it 
was nonsense. Of course it is. Only the British 
government acknowledged that clearly, bat 
was happy to go along with widening because 
it does not want deepening, anyway. 

The upshot will be a two-tier monetary 
system with some states in a common cur- 
rency area and many outside. Now, suppose 
unemployment stays high in Europe. Sup- 
pose further that there is a shock to the sys- 
tem and many of the fringe currencies 
devalue. 

Neither supposition takes much imagi- 
nation. The French (who must be in the 
inner circle) get annoyed about “competi- 
tive devaluation” and slap quotes on Span- 
ish and Italian farm imports. The Italians, 
already angry about being excluded from the 
inner circle, retaliate. The whole single 
market shivers to destruction. 

Far-fetched? Not very. Historical patterns 
have a way of repeating themselves. Come 
the 2010s, Europe might look much as it did 
in the 1950s with a hard-core EU of five or 
six states and a free-trade Efta-ish fringe 
around. 



KSL 

It is not even clear that the French, for 
example, would care. They would have 
what they want: Germany tied into a West- 
European grouping with France. 

If nobody else wants that, however, what 
to do? Mr Major implies monetary union 
must be postponed until everyone who 
wants to go in is “ready”. But French and 
German politicians are afraid they TriUmiss 
the tide for ever if they delay. Oh, dear. It 
sounds as if we need a fixed exchange rate 
system for countries left outside EMU. 

Hie merest suggestfonprovokes bowls of 
scorn: what about black Wednesday? Didn’t 
ERM prove Lhat adjustable peg systems are 
unstable with free capital markets? Maybe, 
but what’s the alternative? 

Moreover, ERM, like Bretton Woods 
before it, lasted about 13 years before 
cracking up. That might be enough to get the 
Germans over their DM-fixatiou. 

What's needed is a bit of sale smanship . 
The inner core, the Euro currency area will 


WS3B& 

be using th e Euro. Everyone else will be on 
a Euro standard. As under the old gold stan- 
dard, the other currencies will be backed by 
a reserve asset - then gold, now Euros; ; 

In order to retain that backing, each coun- 
try must respect certain “rules of the game”. 
In effect its central bank would ensure that 
its liabilities were balanced by Euro assets 
and it would sunenderite monetary policy 
to the European Central Bank. However, it 
would retain its own currency and, at the 
Hmit, the power to devalue - just as coun- 
tries were always able to change the gold 
price of their currency. 

Tf a curr ency bwv. imH ar pr essureydomes- 
tic interest rates could rise very high, since 
the local central bank could not bail out the 
money market. The only alternative would 
be for the European Central Bankto tackle 
the speculation head-on by buying large 
amounts of the currency for Euros: - 
This it would do, so long as the country 
in question was meeting certain conditions. 


defuse it 

If the country's inflation was low, its foreiff’ 
balance not too far in the red and the 
omy wasnot hopelessly depressed, the tx. d 
should be ready to shoot the moon m 
defence of the feed peg. ' _ ^ 

Since the ECB can supply as many Euros 
as the market may desire, that should be 
good enough. The point is the countries 
themselves are responsible for their own 
god behaviour: the ECB then dud* them 

'catch? Simply thk ln effect, the ECB would 
be running monetary policy not just for the 
Euro currency area but for Europe, the 
Euro-backed zone, as a whole. That means 
it must Took at indicators for the whole Euro 
rone, not just the ECA. 

If it has a money supply rule it must he 
one for the wholeEuro zone. Suppose, for 
example, the ECA money supply were 
growing fast but the weighted average 
money supplies of other Euro-based cur- 
rencies were growing slowly, the ECB would 
have to smile flnc * not tighten policy. Spec- 
ulative movements out of sterling, peseta 
and lira into Euros woold have just that 
effect, after all. 

So the Germans’ cannot disembarrass 
themselves of neighbours such as the Ital- 
ians by excluding them from the ECA. If 
Europe is to survive they must embrace 
them, anyway. 

This does not mean that the Euro has to 
be weakened. But it must be ran sensitively 
in the interests of the whole area and in dis- 
cussion with associated central banks. The 
only alternative is free floating and a bust- 
up sooner or later. 

You don’t believe that German and 
French bankers will have the wisdom and 
breadth of vision to do that? I am not sure 
thqr have myself which is why I used the 
-word crisis. 

The writer is director of die fPPR 




ready to take wing again 


Scaling the heights: Sir Peter Levene who was was called in to save Canary Wharf from 
bankruptcy and is now considering options in the City and in industry 


Sir Peter Levene is considering 
his options for new employment 
having completed a two-year 
stmt as chief executive of Canary 
Wharf, the London property de- 
velopment While he will prob- 
ably continue as a personal 
adviser to the Prime Minster on 
efficiency issues, be has not yet 
derided whether he will take up 
another large job in the City or 
industry. 

People dose to him at Canary 
Wharf say his best qualities 
are his abilities in sales and mar- 
keting. He says they were at a 
premium when he took the 
helm at Canary Wharf in De- 
cember 1993 as it came out of 
administration. 

Sir Peter said: "In the begin- 
ning, Canary Wharf was a very 
high quality development, put 
up on what was previously 
wasteland. The people who 
built it did a very good job and 
that the project didn't succeed 
was a great disappointment. It 
was the largest development in 
Europe ana that it turned into 
a failure was bad for London's 
prestige as well as the money 
and the effort that had been 
wasted." 

Sir Peter now reckons that 
people accept Canary Wharf as 
an asset, an important business 
district to rank alongside the 
West End and the City. 

"The two things that killed it 
were the recession, when no one 
was taking space anywhere, 
and the idea that you couldn’t 
get there. Now the recession has 
lifted and road and rail links are 
in, and the Jubilee underground 
extension will be terrific.” 

Sir ftter originally became in- 
volved in Canary Wharf in 1991 
when the Government asked 
him to sort out the Docklands 
Light Railway, then Canary 
Wharf’s only real link with the 


was never a property guru. Collecting rent is not 
what I want to do for the rest of my life’ 


centre of London. As chairman 
of theDLR, Sir Peter gradual- 
ly turned the disaster around 
and at die same time got to 
know Paul Reichmann, one of 
the three Reichmann brothers 
who developed Canary Wharf. 

Mr Reidbmann asked Sir Pe- 
ter to take over the running of 
Canary Wharf before the gen- 
eral election of 
April 1992 but 
he refused. 

He said that 
while the de- 
velopment had 


sible. It was an uphill struggle, 
he remembers. He embarked cm 
a round of corporate visits in an 
attempt to persuade potential 
tenants mid opinion-formers 
that Canary Wharf was a viable 
place towork. 

He recalls a chicken-and-egg 
situation. The large employers 
complained that there were no 
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Sik Peter Levene 


restaurants, while the restaurant 
owners complained that there 
weren’t any people. 

Sir B^er said: ‘‘This is why the 
arrival of Tfesoo has been so ter- 
ribly important. It is providing 
a service for 14,000 who work 
at Canary Wharf. Marks Sc 
Spencer were playing with the 
idea of coming here for ages, 
but derided not to go ahead - 
one of their biggest mistakes. 
There are now over 50 shops 
and restaurants here.” 

Sir Peter identifies the arrival 
of BZW, Morgan Stanley and 
Thsco about a year ago as the 
turning point for him. While he 
iployed in going always thought the project 
development asking would work, it happened a lot 
quicker than he and the banks 
expected. When he took over, 
the banks’ recovery plan fore- 
cast that they would not get all 
their money back until the year 
2007. In the event, Mr Reich- 
mann came back with a new 
consortium of investors to buy 
bade the scheme from the banks 
forfSOOm, a deal completed just 
before the new year. 

With the recovery from the 


been wefl built it was already too 
late to save it from some form 
of bankruptcy. The key error 
that the Rekhmanns made was 
to bring in North Americans to 
run the scheme, executives who 
failed to gel with the English 
way of doing things, according 
to Sir Peter. 

The project went into ad- 
ministration and at the end of 
1993 the 11 banks lhat had tak- 
en over the ownership asked Sir 
Peter to take over as chief ex- 
ecutive and refloat the business 
out of bankruptcy. 

Sir Peter recalls that for the 
first two to three months be was 
solely em 
around the 
people what their concerns 
were. He says there was a lack 
of shops and people and that the 
infrastructure was lacking. The 
most important thing to Change 
was public perceptions, he says. 

By November 1993 road and 
DLR links had been complet- 
ed but there was a long time-lag 
between their completion and 
the public waking up to the fact 
that Canary 


of the recession. Canary 
has succeeded in at- 
tracting tenants. It has gone 
from being only half-let when 
Sir Peter took over to over 80 
per cent let now. 

Sir Peter admits mazy of the 
early tenants were attracted by 
generous rent-free periods. He 
says that, with the new demand 
for space in Ca- 
nary Wharf; this 
has decreased. 
When he took 

over, there was a 

40 per cent dif- 
ference between rents in the 
City and the West End and 
those in Canary Wharf This has 
narrowed to 2D per cent. 

There has been an acrimo- 
nious row between Sir Peter and 
the Corporation of the City of 
London, with the Corporation 
accusing Canary Wharf of at- 
tempting to poach key financial 
institutions from the Square 
Mile. Sir Peter has always been 
emollient on the subject, and 


says. " I hope that this big ar- 
gument with the City will dissi- 
pate. I said at the beginning that 
it was an over-stated problem, 
and I still believe that. Opera- 
tions that want to be 100 yards 
from the Bank of England will 
stay there. Canary wharf is 
complementary to the City." 

Paul Reichmann asked Sir Pe- 
ter to carry on as head of Ca- 
nary Wharf but he felt he had 
completed his job. “I think I’ve 
done what 1 wanted to do. 1 was 
never a property guru. Col- 
lecting rent is not what I want 
to do for the rest of my life. Ca- 
nary Wharf was a disaster and 
has been put back on its feet.” 

Sir Peter's name has been 
linked by the City, rumour mill 
with the succession to the chair- 
manship of GEC, but he has re- 
fused to speculate on his future. 
However, as a past head of pro- 
curement for the Ministry of 
Defence he is obviously well 
suited. As the architect of the 
rescue of Western Europe’s 
largest property development he 
can obviously take his pick of a 
wide range of lucrative offers. 

John Willcock 


was acces- 


Murdoch lands a plum rde ahead of the election 


A political storm is 
brewing over 20th 
Century Fox’s plan 
for a studio in the 
heart of Sydney 

When Australians welcomed 
1996 in earthy style, with fire- 
works over Sydney Harbour 
and revellers hurling beer cans 
at hapless policemen along 
Bondi Beach, they also ushered 
in the vear of a general election. 
Paul Keating, the Prime Min- 
ister, is expected to call a poll 
as early as March, seeking an 
unprecedented sixth term for 
the ruling Labor Party. 

The campaign will focus ir- 
redeemably on Labor's eco- 
nomic management after 1 3 

years in power. But it is also 
iikely to highlight the govern- 
ment's relationship with one of 
Australia's most powerful men, 
possibly even more powerful 
than Mr Keating himself: Ru- 
pert Murdoch. 

Mr Murdoch spent the 
Christmas-new year holidays 
as a crew member on Sayonara . 
the United States yacht that won 
the annual ocean-going yacht 
race between Sydney and Ho- 


bun. Tasmania. While he was at 
sea. a political storm was rag- 
ing on shore over a deal stitched 
together a year ago between Mr 
Keating and Mr Murdoch to al- 
low the media tycoon lo build 
a film studio in S\ dney for 20th 
Century Fox. the Hollywood 
production company owned by 
Mr Murdoch's News Corpora- 
tion. 

The row focuses as much on 
the proposed studio's she in cen- 
tral Sydney as it does on the La- 
bor government’s manner of 
doing business with Mr Mur- 
doch in an election year. He 
controls almost 70 per cent nf 
Australia's newspapers and one 
of two cable television net- 
works. 

The proposed location Is the 
Sydney showgrounds, a 27- 
heetare site that has been the 
home of the Royal Agricultur- 
al Society for 114 years. For 
most of that time, the society has 
staged the annual Royal East- 
er Show there, an elaborate dis- 
play of agricultural wealth. 

With the society planning to 
move location next year, the 
question has been raging over 
what lo do with such a prime 
piece of public land. The show- 
grounds form pan nf wider 
parklands that Lachlan Mac- 
quarie, one of Australia's most 
visionary colonial governors. 


dedicated in 1S1 1 "for the ben- 
efit of ail present and succeed- 
ing inhabitants of Sydney". 

The question at the centre 
or the row is: would a Fox film 
studio fit such a definition? 
Many are sceptical. The New 
South Wales slate Labor gov- 
ernment a political ally of Mr 
Keating, has 
gone ahead 
with the Fox 
proposal with- 
out calling olh- " " 

er lenders. 

Fox would be handed almost 
the entire site, at a peppercorn 
rent for 50 years, tearing no band 
for public use. To mala: the stu- 
dio pay its way, there hare 
been suggestions that Fox 
would incorporate a movie 
theme park, something that 
has caused uproar among in- 
ner-Sydnev residents. 

A group have formed Save 
the Showgrounds for Sydney 
Inc, hired lawyers and won a 
restraining order against Mr 
Murdoch and the state gov 


VIEW FROM 
SYDNEY 


“product" for his world-wide 
television network rather than 
give access to Australian pro- 
ductions. 

The 18 Australian feature 
films shot in 1994 had total bud- 
gets of A$43m (£20m): small 
beer compared with the average 
Hollywood budget. John May- 
nard and John 
Weiley, two 
Australian 
producers, said 
m a recent ar- 
ticle: “Each 
new admission by Fox makes it 
more obvious that the devel- 
opment is not driven by the 
needs and priorities of the Aus- 
tralian film-making communi- 
ty. Along with many of our 
colleagues, we believe it will be 
culturally d amaging and Htvtctw 
and that ultimately, if there are 
any benefits, they will accrue to 
the shareholders of Fox." 

'With appeals to Australian 
nationalism so much at the 
centre of Mr Keating’s strate- 
gies, the Fox row would seem 


eminent. until a fell challenge to open a window for the ap- 
is heard in the Land and Envi- postion Liberal-National coan- 


ronment Court this month. 

Australian film-makers, keen 
to see movie sound stages built 
in Sydney, arc vraiy of the Fox 
plan. Many believe Mr Mur- 
doch wants to use the studio to 
chum out American-based 


tion to make political capital 
But with an election around 
the comer, ami Mr Murdoch's 
newspapers playing such an in- 
fluential role, both ades of pol- 
itics are holding their breaths. 
John Howard, the opposition 


leader, has said nothing about 
the Fbx controversy. He has yet 
to reveal the details of his main 
policies. ’When he does, an at- 
tack on the expanding empire 
of Mr Murdoch, however much 
public disquiet that causes, is un- 
likely to be among them. 

The opposition leads the gov- 
ernment in opinion polls, but 
Mr Keating has overtaken Mr 
Howard in recent months in 
polls for preferred prime min- 
ister. Voters see Mr Howard as 
honest but weak they regard Mr 
Keating as untrustworthy but 
strong and tough. 

If anything, Mr Keating is fee- 
ing a more favourable eco- 
nomic climate for the 1996 
campaign than he did three 
years ago. In 1993, the press 
wrote him off and branded that 
election as “unwinnable” be- 
cause of his personal unpopu- 
larity as the finance minis ter 
who had taken Australia into 
the recession of the early 
Nineties. Now, the economy £ 
growing at 3 5 per cent and in- 
flation is easing. The share 
market closed last year 15 
points higher than 1994. 

Business leaders have criti- 
cised Mr Keating’s government 
for failing to push through 
harder mfcro-eomomicreforms 
on the labour market, transport 
and waterfront. Overall, 


though, business has learned to 
live well with the Labor gov- 
ernment. “It’s very pragmatic 
and not driven by ideological 
objectives,” said Ian Spicer, 
managing director of the Aus- 
tralian Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. “It has moved in- 
creasingly to the centre. To 
that extent, business has had a 
reasonably good relationship 
with the government.” 

The Murdoch factor remains 
the wild card. Late last year, Mr 
Murdoch unnerved the gov- 
ernment by describing fee Aus- 
tralian economy as u & disgrace”, 
citing the high rate, of youth un- 
employment. 

Mr Murdoch will be de- 
manding more than jtst land for 
his Fox studio from whoever 
wins the election. 

He will be seeking, as well, a 
complete revamp of cross-me- 
dia ownership laws that set 
strict limits on television own- 
ership for newspaper barons. 

Michael Gordon-Smith, ex- 
ecutive producer of the Screen . 
Producers’ Association of Aus- 
tralia, appealed for caution. 

“Mr Murdoch and Ins com- 
panies have an enviable capac- 
ity to influence the rules of 
govemment-ortofindwaysto 
circumvent them." 

RobettiWHHen 
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sport 


CRICKET: With the series in South Attica still deadlocked as the fifth Test starts today, the visitors are banking on a bold strategy » 

Australia 



pulled to 
victory 
by Bevan 



West Indies 172-9 
Australia 173-9 
Australia win by one wicket 


Legs eleven: The England squad limbering up yesterday in preparation for the start of the fifth Test at Newfands, hi Cape Town, today 


Photograph: Rebecca Naden/RA 


England embrace the risk option at last 


It appears lo have laken a New 
Year resolution lo do it. but 
England are at Iasi going to play 
five bowlers. There is. as Ray- 
mond Illingworth pointed out. 
“eighty grand" on this match, 
but if the money is a temptation 
worthy or risk, it is exactly that 
kind of boldness that could yet 
make 1996 the year of the fifth 
bowler and set England off on 
winning ways. 

Tii be fair, Illingworth, as 
chairman of selectors, has long 
championed the format, being 
one he nearly always adhered to 
when captain of England. How- 
ever, without a genuine ah- 
rounder to bat at No 6. it has 
been a temptation shelved more 
often than not, and one lone 


thought to have provided ihe 
major bone of contention be- 
tween Atherton and the chair- 
man at selection meetings. 

Two things, however, will 
have persuaded Atherton to 
change his pragmatic approach. 
Firstly, England are no longer 


Derek Pringle reports from Cape Town on Ray Illingworth's 
decision to employ five bowlers against the South Africans 


pushovers, even if their balling 


still gives the odd imitation 
a wobbly set of bar skittles 
should iHe captain fail early on. 

Secondly, Jack Russell is bai- 
ling better than ever and with 
such confidence that England 
now lake his runs for granted. 
Even so. it will be Rohm Smith 
and not England s quirky keep- 
er who will shift up the order to 
grasp the nettle and replace Ja- 
son Gallian. 


With Gough only just fit 
again, the rest of the bowling al- 
most takes care of itself, al- 
though Richard Illingworth, 
who has a strained left side, will 
have a fitness test this morning. 
Mike Whtkinson may yet add lo 
his two England caps, should the 
niggle prevail. 

As expected. Devon Mal- 
colm comes in for the injured 
Mark tlott, while Angus Fras- 
er returns to the side after be- 
ing dropped from the third 
Test in Durban. It will be a vale- 
dictory effort, for both bowlers 
arc considered surplus to re- 


quirements for the forthcoming 
one-day series and they, along 
with Crawley, Son and Gallian, 
return home after this match. 

That means the 17 plaveis left 
- along with Fraser, who will pre- 
sumably be asked to remain on 
standby at home -will fight it out 
for the 14 places in England’s 
World Cup squad, which has to 
be announced bv 22 January. 

One man sure to be includ- 
ed, unless his legs are worn away 
by another marathon spell, is 
Dominic Cork, who has had a 
hole drilled through a painful 
big toenail to relieve the pres- 


sure on it. Cork, along with Pe- 
ter Martin, is likely to swing the 
bah here, something that has 
troubled all the South African 
batsmen bar Daiyil Cullinan. 

It is a capricious skill, but 
when it works it can be lethal. 
So far this season, Meyrick 
Pringle - whose home ground 
this is - has taken two six-wick- 
et hauls with his outswingers 
and South Africa may yet regret 
not having anyone to bend the 
bail around through the air. 

However, they may not need 
anyone. Yesterday, the home 
team went to a nearbv airforce 


base to meet President Nelson 
Mandela, w ho had made a spe- 
cial stop for the occasion. 

The last lime he made a point 
of wishing his team well, they 
won the rugby World Cup buL 
if Hansie Cronje s men are in 
need of some inspiration, then 
Paul Adams' presence in front of 
his home crowd should make the 


atmosphere hiss with electricity. 
Over 100,000 tickets have aj- 


ready been sold for this match, 
and the only worry is that the 
huge demand from the hordes 
of visiting England supporters 
will have denied the occasion the 
presence of knowledgeable lo- 
cal supporters. 

The pitch here at NewLands is 
one relaid by Andy Atkinson, the 


former Essex and Warwickshire 
groundsman. Traditionally, the 
pitches here are low and slow, 
but Atkinson believes the surface 
wQl quicken as the game goes on. 
the surface providing consis- 
tent good bounce anil carry. 

However, this is simply just 
groundsman -speak for “get out 
of ray hair" and already cracks 
are breaking out over the busi- 
ness areas. If they widen. 
Adams could be a real handful 
on the last two days. 

ENGLAND (v Sooth Africa. Rrth Test Capo 


Toon stalky mom): M A formal fcaoQ. 

tewsiL R ASmnn 


A J StewsiL R A Sown. C P Ttx»pr. G A Hch. R 
C (fossai m*o. P G CorK M Watfonson. P i M»- 
Dfi. A R C Fraaet. D E Malcolm. R K itngMUOi. 
JERGaMan. 

SOUTH AFRICA (from): A C Hudson. G Kirsten. 
W J Cronje leapt]. 0 J Qiitoun, J N Rhodes. J H 
Kalis. B M McMBan. D J Rchertscr (wtal. S M 
Pollock. C R Matthews. A A Donald. P H Adams, 
N Boje. 


Michael Bevan struck a last-ball 
four to condemn die West Indies 
to a one-wicket defeat in yes- 
terdays World Series Cup match 
against Australia in Sydney. 

The Australian all-rounder 
despatched the final delivery 
from Roger Harper to settle a 
Hay- nigh t match reduced to 43 
overs because of rain. He finished 
on 78, his highest international 
limited overs score, as Australia 
reached 173 for 9 in reply to the 
West Indies' 172 for 9. 

Until Bevan’s innings, Aus- 
tralia looked to be heading for 
a defeat that would have 
wrecked their perfect record in 
the competition, slumping to 38 
for 6 in the 16th over. Bevan. 
who has yet to be dismissed in 
four World Series innings, 
struck six boundaries in his 89- 
ball innings and shared in an * 
eighth-wicket partnership of 83 
with Paul Reiffel to lead Aus- 4 
tralia within sight of victory. 

Reifiei. who also took 4 for 
29, contributed 34 before falling 
in the penultimate over. In the 
pulsating climax, Glenn Mc- 
Grath scampered a quick single 
to give Bevan the strike for the 
final two deliveries. Bevan 
failed to score off the first of 
these balls before charging 
down foe pitch to smash the last 
delivery to the boundary. 

Earlier, the West Indies in- 
nings was similarly rescued by 
Carf Hooper, who scored an un- 
beaten 93 off 99 balls after his 
side slipped to 54 for 5. 

The West Indians, who have 
now won only one of their 10 
tour matches since arriving in 
Australia cart)’ last month, were 
fined 10 per cent of their match 
fee for a slow over rate, 

Sri Lanka, the third team in 
the competition, are in second 
place behind Australia. 

WORLD SERES (Sydney): West Indies 172 
IbT 9 (43 Ortfs. C L Hoopw 93no); Australia 
173 lor 9 i,43 overs. M G Bevan 7Sno). Aus- 
tralia non by one wfckeL 

■ Australia have recalled bats- 
man Dean Jones, naming him in 
a preliminary 18-raan squad for 
the World Cup. However, the 
Victoria state captain's return 
might be brief as selectors will 
cut the squad to 14 playeis on 
22 January for the tournament ^ 
in Sri Lanka. Pakistan and India & 
during February and March. 

AUSTRALIAN SQUAD (for World Cup* M Tay- 
lor toapo. M Stow. M Wayffi, S Wa^v. 0 Janes. 

M Bevan. S Uw. R Porting. S Lee. G Bwil. 

I Beaty, P Reifiei. C McDermott. M Kasprowc. 

G McGraWi, 0 Herring. S wane. T May. 
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NEW FACES FOR ’96: The latest product from the Welsh outside-half factory can realise the dreams, says Steve Bale 

Thomas the exile carries the hopes of a nation 


W hen Phil Bennett re- 
tired. Wales spent years 
looking for the new 
Phi! Benncu and eventually 
found him in Jonathan Davies. 
Then Davies wenl to rugby 
league and Wales spent years 
looking for the new Jonathan. 
They may at last have found him 
in Arwel Thomas. 

Such hope is, however, a 
grievous burden to impose on 
a young outside-half only just 
2f. It did nothing for Gregor 
Townsend when he was talked 
of as a latter-day JD - and he 
was a Scot, for goodness sake 
- and though Thomas has 
made the Welsh squad for the 
first time he is not allowing him- 
self lo be carried awav. 


For now his realistic ambition 
to make the Wales bench this 
season and maybe make the fi- 
nal step next season. This 
would accord perfectly with 
the projection of bis coach at 
Bristol, the New Zealander 
Brian Hanlon. “There's no 
doubt Arwel has all the attrib- 
utes to go all the way but 
everyone involved has to be 
very careful not to rush him," 
Hanlon said. 

That Thomas should be un- 
der Hanlon's wing in the West 
Country reflects a desire to 
better himself at odds with the 
familiar introspection which 
has done so much to damage 
Welsh rugby during its years of 
decline. Thomas is a native of 


Trebanos, the Swansea \frlley 
village also responsible for 
Robert Jones, who should still 
be Wales’s scrum-half, and 
Greg Thomas, an England fast 
bowler. 

He made an impact on the 
Welsh scene with Neath last 
season, a commanding perfor- 
mance against Swansea earning 
him attention and acclaim. Al- 
ready a Welsh Youth interna- 
tional, he went on to represent 
Wales Under-21 but could not 
sustain his early progress and 
was seldom selected for Neath 
once he had made his decision 
to join Bristol. 

“In general the Courage 
league is of a higher standard 
than the Heineken League 


with harder games week- in 
week-out and in the long run 
it's bound to pay off." he said. 
“It’s definitely doing me good 
and giving me a different out- 
look to be out of Wales. I'm very 
confident it will pay off for me 
in the end." 

Id fact Thomas has set a 
trend, with other Welshmen - 
Jones and Phil Davies for Har- 
lequins and Gareth Llewellyn 
for Wasps, Robert Howley for 
Saracens, to name four promi- 
nent examples - having regis- 
tered to play for English clubs. 
Not only is the rugby better, so 
is the money. 

For now, though, Thomas is 
doing a two-year Higher Na- 
tional Certificate course in 


leisure management at Filton 
Technical College; Bristol's, 
and therefore Thomas’s, move 
to full professionalism will 
come as soon as foe Rugby 
Football Union's moratorium 
ends at the end of the season. 

Meanwhile he will do his 
best to live up to the Jonathan 
Davies lag. “However much of 
a burden it may be, it's also a 
compliment," Thomas said. 
“Y’ou never can tell: people 
who have seen me once or 
twice might say I’m the next 
Jonathan Davies -which en- 
courages others to come along 
and see me and if it doesn't go 
so well they're not impressed 
and wonder what the fuss was 
abouL" 


These are the slings and ar- 
rows from which Hanlon 
would like to protect him. So 
here goes: “He is a beautiful 
punter of the ball. His goal- 
kicking has been good for 
Bristol - but that's in front of 
7,000 not 50,000. He has quick 
hands, left and right. He tack- 
les extremely well. He is very 
durable. He is a lovely, bal- 
anced runner. 

“English dub rugby is good 
for him but he needs to have 
more games at senior level to 
develop the vision of reading 
the game. He would hate me to 
say this but be is still a season 
away from being the Wales fly- 
half." Actually, he would 
wholeheartedly agree. 



Arwel Thomas has all the skills Photograph: Tim Hewson fi. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Laitinen’s fall was ‘own fault’ 

Ski-Jumping 


Matti Pulli, the Finnish team 
manager, ruled out faulty equip- 
ment as the cause of the fall that 
ended Mika Laitinen's season. 
“It was simply lack of concen- 
tration on Mika's part." Pulli 
said in Ganrusch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany, yesterday. 

Laitinen was in a "satisfactory 
condition" after breaking hfc left 
collarbone and seven rihs in a 


fall in practice on Sunday. The 
World Cup leader also suf- 
fered concussion. 

Finland's team doctor, Antti 
Eskola. said Laitinen would 
spend several days in hospital 
and would be out of competi- 
tion for about two months, 
bringing his season to a pre- 
mature end. Yesterday's World 
Cup event in Garmisch was won 
by Reinhard Schwarzenberger, 
an 18-vear-old Austrian. 


Taylor takes title in fine final 


Darts 


il Thylor beat Dennis Priest- 
64 in a magnificent match 
retain the Vernons Pools 
■rid Championship at Pur- 
;L Essex, yesterday. 

’riestfey had thrashed Taylor 
in this tournament's first fi- 
two years ago and yesterdav 
stretched Taylor in a match 
ing two hours and 13 minutes, 
’nestley had 15 maximum 
Is against 10 by Taylor, and 
: Yorkshire ni an also had a 


better average - 33,82 per dart 
to 32.84. He also had 34 180s 
during his five matches in the 
tournament, a record. 

But, despite these statistics, 
Taylor made the vital thrust 
when he won the fifth set to go 
ahead for the first time in the 
match at 3-2. That proved de- 
cisive. Taylor, in fact, could 
have won the title a set earlier, 
but he missed a double 20 and 
a double 10 for a 6-3 victory. He 
sealed it by taking the 10th set 
in three straight legs. 


Basketball 

BUDWEUER LEAGUE 

P W L Pis 

London Towns 14 12 2 34 

Sheffield Shariis. 14 u 3 22 

l*np4Ttft 14 10 4 20 

Dolby Storm 16 9 7 IB 

Monchester Starts 14 9 5 18 

Worthing Boon 14 9 5 18 

Wm*itfnin SiMi 12 7 S 14 

Thwnos VoAoy _.16 7 9 14 

Doncaster Panthers 15 £ 9 12 

Newcowe Comets 14 5 9 ID 

Leicester RMers— 13 4 9 8 

Chester Jets 15 2 13 4 

Horae! Royofa — 15 2 13 4 

Cricket 

CASTLE CUP (tint day) Durban: Northern 
Transvaal 161 (M JR Rndet 51; LHhwner S-S7 j: 
Naul 190 for 3 IE LB Stewart 58no. N C John 
son 55 1»;. 

» LANKA WORLD CUP SQUAD (14 ftb to 17 
Much): a Rananmp (a®u. A oe swa, R Ma- 
harona. 5 Jajosnya. A Qausnna. H Rtaioaine. 
R hafowitnareno, r, DhanuMene, C Vtos. P l»dc- 
m Mmmtiaran. E UpssMmha. R 
Kafoage. c tttfuusn^ie. C Dutudn^ie. H Own- 
aona, R Pusfioanmara. M AtBoanu. 

Darts 

BIHASSY WORLD PROFESSIONAL CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Lakeside Country CM. Frtndoy 
Groan) First return (best of five seCsfc R Bur- 
nert (Wan mw wearmg (Ausi 30; R flaner (Enfl 
Dt K Paata (Eng) 3-1; A Bran (Swlbt A KraeM 
iGefl3-L 

VERNONS WDC WORLD CKAMPWKSfUPS 
(PiNtleet) FM (best at 11 arts): P Tailor Eng 
K D Pnastfoy lEng) 6-4. 

Golf 

LEADWG MEN'S WORLD RAMGN8S (US l»- 
us stated): 1 G Norman (foal 13JS7 pa «- 
traer.ZNPnxOm 10.51; 3 E Bs ISA) 9.95; 
4 B Utbn <Ger) 937; 5 C Pavsi 9 3L- B C Mom- 
nwre (GBI 9.19: 7 F Coucfos 7.90: S N Fal- 
do iGBi 7 81: 9 S EDw&on (Am) 7.69: U M 
OzaM Uaoanl 7J6. 11 T Lehman 7X0: 12 L 
Roberts 6 S3; 13 fU OtasOal (So/ 6.34; 34 S 
Torrance (GBI 5-39. 15 P Jaootooi 5 J5. rraufc- 
trg. xf! non issued uvfcr a ne* rwo-joar for- 
mat P!U adng 9 k mi ec-w n r fomuc sjswni. 


Ice hockey 


NHL: Anaheim 2 Los Angelas 2 too: Vancouver 5 
> foo: Boston 5 Wnrtpeg 3: NY fo- 


PMeCafchu 5 i_. i» .... n. «- 

landers 5 Buffalo £ Tamoo Bay 3 Oosms 0: Do- 
trou 3 MBrtfcre > Calory 3 w Dangers 1: Chsaao 
5 New Jersey O. 

BRITISH LEAGUE PnratarDMsIen: Humtwsoe 

i. 1 M DferWOK a«2wnie 

net 10 StesJon ft CutaSon 9 lotons 3: Memay 

3 CnatmsfonJ 5: (Aarayffew 5 SuLruS 7; Paaev7 

Diartnes 8: PewtonuTi 4 UarHy^saK u. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

NORTTCAST IXVtSTON 

W L T Gf GA PT5 
PMdwSi 24 9 3 181 113 51 


Buffalo 

Bootee. 


Hartford— 


-19 16 2 110 111 40 
.16 19 3 U3 135 35 
-15 14 5 124 126 SB 
-11 21 5 91 1Z2 27 


-8 28 1 88 147 17 


St Hetem (61 14, Leeds <5) 20. St Hetens 
Tries Gtote. Hammond. Goals GouKfirw 3. 
Leeds: Ttos Hal. Irmes. ScnoMd. Shaw. 
Goals: HcXroyd 2. (6.8491 
War rington (6) 12, Wigan .12) 41. War- 
rington: Tries Barrow, Forster. Goats Ford, 
timo. Wigan: Tries va a& Tugamafo 3. Ed- 
wards, Simon HaugMcn. Robinson. Smyth. 
Goals Paul 5, Hail. Drops Edwards. (5.4231 
Bradford (12) 18. HaMax (4) 22. Bradfont: 
Tries Chrtsitft UxALa Sintmets. Goals Qx* 
3. Haflftee Tries Dosn. Munro. Uma- 

ga. Goals Umaga 2. Kenend^. (4.539J 
(pfoyadar WiridersSewi. 

P W D L F A Pts 

Wigan 17 15 0 2 708 254 30 

Leeds 18 13 0 5 SO* 345 26 

St Helens 17 10 

(—....16 10 


Rugby Union 


CLUB MATCH: Wes' Hartteooor 34 Hanfopoot 
Rows 12. 


Ski jumping 

WORLD CUP IGaRsiactL Gov) LBftilmt dosUors: 

1 R StfrvsrasflDerger (Auu 228-6 ps (fira lump 
105 second umo 105.5m]; 2 E Bieoesen 
(Non 227 Si (103-5. 106.51: 3 J Watssflog iGert 
i26,0(lO35. 1D5 i 5I: 4 A GoSBwfSr (AuO 2253 
(104 5. 105i: 5 J Ancnen >Rm 2244 (104.5, 
1051: 6 A P NMota (Fan 224.1 (105. 10X5). 
StvHBne tarter 10 events): 1 M Uttan (Rnl 
678 nts: 2 W*oia 645: 3 Ahonon 475: 4 Hara- 
Ita 457: 5 H Sarah oapar.i 302: 6 GoWOergar 
300. 


ATLANTIC BMSKXi 

NTRarWera 25 U C 150 115 56 

Florida- 25 10 2 134 33 


PMadBl pitta. — — 22 11 6 141 100 50 

WosMn«tea 18 15 3 102 93 39 

Tampa Bfor— -16 IS 6 109 120 38 

New Jerasr 15 19 J 96 101 34 

NY Wandert 9 22 6 105 1*1 24 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL WVTSKJN 

27 7 3 138 75 56 


SteffWd 17 

Wantagtoo —.16 
" " ..16 
...17 

» 17 

Oteham 15 

VtoriOngton — 16 


7 606 444 20 

6 374 387 20 

8 708 254 18 
S 423 456 18 

0 9 350 389 14 

0 10 394 455 14 
O 10 340 470 14 

011 288 456 8 
0 14 24S 550 4 


CMcacp 
Toronto 
St Uuls 


WkHripeg. 


19 12 a 132 112 46 

19 13 6 123 109 44 

26 17 5 lXi 1 08 37 

16 13 3 134 143 36 

—.10 17 7 90 111 27 


PACnCDMSKM 
OdoradQ .22 11 S 157 109 49 



.14 15 9 125 121 37 
‘2 15 10 129 132 34 
.4 22 4 118 136 32 
J !0 6 106 155 22 
il 21 7 106 134 29 
25 4 108 165 20 


Rugby League 

STONES CENTENART CHAMPIONSKP 
CaMtaferd (0) 12. Sheffield (20i 42. 
C as lte ftj r rt Tries SEoXnan 2. Coals Octfc 


2. Sheffield: tries Lawle&s 2. Sodje 2. Gar- 
Mrae 5. 


oa. Hav McAlister. Stott. Goals 
1721 


13.4721 


STONES CENTENARY FIRST DIVISION 
Hud (IS) 20, KalgSey (6) 12. Hu& Trias 
Sterftig 2, vadtons a Gaols; McNamara 2. 
KelCHey: Tries Eyros. Fearer. Cotes Imtag 2. 
03141 

Sotterd U81 24, FCanheratene (O 6. Sal- 
ford; Tries PanauB a, Naylor. Goat a 
Isv 4. Feedherstene: Tries Pearson. Goals 
Pearson. (2,326) 

Post po ned: Watefldd » Badey. 

P W D L F A Pis 

Salford 16 14 1 1 545 215 29 

Ket0day 16 11 

yytonea 10 

me 17 IQ 

Rratheretone.16 9 
8 
7 
6 
4 
4 
2 

STONES CENTENARY SECOND DMSKMi 
Pnetponect Le^i v CarisiR Doneaaw * Hun- 
stet. 


Tennis 

AUSTRALIAN mors HARDCDURT WfoffT 
QN5MP (AdaUde) Brat rant G tfowddo 1G8) 
(K G Perm riri «■ 7 7-S 7S; W ribodfordff Uus> 
bt A CheriBsw pus) W 5-7 6-i K hucJiara (C; 

K i bt J SroBertWB (Aas) 6-1 6^4: R Furtan (to 
Manual® Uapam 6-a 6-7 6-3: M Dane (Cz 
Fffiii « K Camsen (Den) B-« 6-3: V Kaawhw 
(Rusl bt S Ureau (CSn) 6-2 78. 

HOMAN CUP WXED-TEAMS TOURNAMENT 
(Perth, Aee) Group fc mated states « South 


Afriea: Steves (SA test): A Coroer H C 
6-264: WFem -- - 


Wakefield — 16 
Rochdale ..,.16 
Whitehaven ...IS 

Badey. 16 

HudderafMd-18 
Dewsbury 16 


3 427 197 24 
3 375 246 21 
7 BIO 354 20 

7 358 340 18 

8 296 358 IS 
8 308 406 15 
8 272 395 14 

1 11 256 424 9 
014 341 463 8 
0 14 215 503 4 


Ferreira lew fo R ftenet»E 6-2 6-2. 
TXa Artec Fencea and Owner (get lo Rerabug 
erdfUHn 7-5 6-3. United SteteabtSouHiAMeo 
2 J. Croatia * Fiance: Slntlatt (CRM first): I 
Ltorato M C Tam 6-1 6-2: G hontsowc W 4 
Boctach 7-5 6-4. Double*: Mnoewe ana Me- 

S i R Soetsen ana Tamm 3-6 6-1 7-4. Croat- 
U Franco 343. 

AMWAY CLASSIC WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT 
(Auckland, NZ) Sta0as, first maid: J hruffir 
iSAj bt JNejedMCanl 5-7 6-2 6^: SHatt iGen 
W PHr-finjlao (Cam 6-3 2-6 61: R Gronda (hi 
hr C Taieefoo (NZ) 6-3 6-3: B PaJUs (Auti m E 
tAfwKsrns (Kao 6-3 7.5:FijaiorirtreTKtw,u 
(US) 6-3 l-Se-UJKMarrRerRECailwiiiBeii 
1-6 7-5 6-1; * KKhmnrt (Gofl b» w&ng Slum 
(Tar) 6-2 2-6 64; B Marian (Ausl S’ L Lae rust 
8-3 6-L v ' 

qn»R OPEN MEN'S TOUHAMENT (QgM |M 
round: * Gaudeno ilttnS Scnaa-sn (Nem, 6-2 
6-4; A Votnea (Rom) h J Stememk (Nem) 6-2 
8-3; V el Synaxrl iMorj K T Carbonel) (Sp) 64 
64. M Larson (Swei pi S Rhadan (Oaian 60 
6-1: J Taangp asi bt b Lwuaui i& Rem 7-6 
6-3, P Korda (CtRao) biF Dewuf (Be)) 6-3 6-2: 
K Aarw (Men hr A OOtowry iRusi 6-2 2-6 7-5 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


Footbafl 


7^0 armss stxad 

FA CARLMG PREHERSHtP 
NuncarHn v Arsenal (7^6). 
QPR y Cheteea (&0) 


Presron V HU) City f7.0i. ThW DMrten: Bury 
vScumhorpe |7.0). 


Ru^ry Leslie 


ENDSLE1GH INSURANCE LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Bo ur nemo u th v Shrewsbury (7.45) — 
THIRD DIVISION 

vngap V Rochdale (7 AS) 


STONES CENTENARY LEAGUE Second Di- 
vision: Hdl Kingston Rovers v York (7-30). 


Ice hockey 


Bars SCOTTISH LEAGUE 1HRD DIVISION 
Caledoirtao Thistle v Ross County (3 l 0)_ 
BELL'S SGOmSN LEAGUE Pleader DMsien: 
Postponed: Aberdeen v Ffaitfi Rovers. First 
DMatoo: Postponed- St Mirren v Htforton. Seo- 
onl DMsIok Postponed: Queen of die Soutn 
v BenvKh. Third DMsron: Postponed: Oow- 
dentieatn v Livingston. 

KS LEAGUE Premier DMnOK i^aysv Hayes 
HitcTwr v Suttort IHd; Krrtestoman v waiai and 
Hanham. Fbst DMsLok Berkham5ted v Bar- 
ton Rovers i7 45): Tooting and Mitcham v 
Stares: wofon^am « Whytaeate (7.45). Sec- 
ond Division: Hampton v LeaDierhead; 
Cheshuni v MeDOptrtiian Police. ThW DM- 
sIoie Epsom ana Buell v Kmgsbuiv i7.45i: 
Wingate and Finchley v Oapion (7.451. 
GREAT MK IS LEAGUE Prerteer OMriun: 
Man&H5fleid v Badwel; PauBcn Roms v &s- 
tD! Manor Fam. 

U NUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First Di- 
ufaioii: Ekrgess W v Ihiee Bridges: Horsham 


7.30 unless stared 

BRITISH LEAGUE Premier DMsIoa: Bk 

mgsmhe Bison v Stougi Jets (8.0); Humoer- 
sueSeahawKsv SheffleW Sieeters (8.0) Fhst 
Dhrieian: Bfci^iam Bombers v Pasiey Pvaies 
(8.0); Manchester Storm v Terixa Tigers: Mur- 

rayteM Royals u Dumfries (6 joi: SoUhun 
Barons V Cheimslord erteftanri iS.Oi. 


Other sports 


DARTS: Embassy Wortd Cfosnponstn) ( Late- 
SKK Country Clifo. Fnmley Green). 


YMGA v Hassocte l«i0iey v Ea»»ume Town: 

Whitehawk; Pegham 


OaKvwod v WHtehuwk; Pegham v Arundel; 
Shoreliam v Rmgmer |7.45i: Wicw v Ponfiaki. 

JEWSOH EASTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier Dtvtskn: Toirw v WoodQDdge. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Flint v Newtown. 
PON11NS jEAGUE Rrst OMstair rwDngum 


tbtMt v Birmingham (7.0i: Dertw v Uvnpool 
v Leeds 1 7.6). Sheffield 


(7D): Notts Cmihv v 

m (7 0j; SheffleW Wednesday Z 


UM v 0 Wham , 

Botton (7.0) (arRWfiemam UTOj. SecondDi- 
*Won: Coventry v Hwldwsfiekl 1 7.0): GOms- 
tfo v Lelcesier (7.0>; Manche?ipr r>y v 
Budc«ool (9 45). M&tsbeia v Asian Villa <7.0 }; 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


15 


The number of seconds it took 
Mark Kinsella to put Colch- 
ester United ahead at Torquay 
United, Simon Bette then 
rubbed further salt in the 
wounds of the Endsleigh 
League's bottom club with an 
injuiy-time goal that gave the 
visitors a 3-2 victory. 
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^All-weather under 
the weather again 

All-weather racing again h b= 

whCTSoS^U^5j"j erms Edmondson 1996 campaign. ‘'I went to bee 

yesterday because of dT^? 6 * 1 another dav ear ^ and d ‘ dn!t even xe the 

It n> the Whpn h.Jf Lu ^ Y «* in ’” said. “If It 

be claimed by the J^St 3bOUt known, I could have bad a few 

three daw. a >her in tile OnlV Winner* drinks last nigbL" Whatever ht 
. <Htv» __ _ _ .. * viiiiiei consumed would not have 


1996 campaign. "I went to bed 
early and didn't even see the 
New Year in," he said. “If I*d 
known, J could have bad a few 

^., 1¥ drinks last nighL" Whatever he 

Since Christmas .• tt/ne +K« Jr consumed would not have 

have been 'SS^ W9S *^ e elements ^de Weaver any more silly 

and only Exeter e * enJen ^ than he was when sober on 

Staeed some rt-ri m j S terda > said before t ri .. , . , Breeders’ Cup eve in New York. 

S5«Si‘ rt ™SlTJ,-Z£ h l bml:y ° U Travirlling cipcnscs to South- 
2V December tLm Sfi e,d °n now," he saR h 6 weU went west, but irainere 

iSBS?^ the mia ^orlun , ,, iUl “^“£3 

nSETSSyff! u Hammer ‘OdotheiVfSo™ aW « the track firceof charge. Bealby 
the stewards’ i^r^ bbert ' Fo y* the main DmblEmP^ - P 11 * °* warraed himself up sufficiently 
wlST!^ CTelar y' dl ‘ d Stewartl? SSS? wa f thal lhe express the belief that 
“ Flsb b)1 at Southwell h^rheen^ lySerVKew0u,d Wolverhampton will be able to 
“Tbehin „ ui . D vei > muc h in stage its all-weather fixture 

-o^*!S»./L pr0 . m B safety. ^T7~ — - tomorrow. “lt‘s thawed out 

mnctSw^IhS thatthe judge rac ^JAra> EDMONDSON there now and everything 

jnuM^je able to see the furlong ^ High should be fine unless we get 

, " e . “id. "UnfortiN U) 0 ) more fog," he said. 


matter, he said. "Unfon^ - , 

» s k® 611 “ble to see NB: Moving Up 

half a furlong at most. CUnjgffeid ujo) 

“We’ve got 16 horses going 

is a faBer or^hoS getting JJSjS®- They - looked al the 

rassr -F o V™ tore bul ,hey 

Tins is all very frustrating indeed! traiU mTiy Fllz S erald * the Mahon 
and if the fog hShS S SS P erha I* the least 

lpm we could have J got through s^ESded^I ST had . been 
the majority of the card “ ^ iwue- 1 lhmk “V horse 

vious incursion when Waiver i«~“ ““l - 

sas-eSSS 

called off on^alurday 3 “As I’ve 

Challenger rounds 
off a Pipe treble 


Proof that Martin Pipe kept his 
string fit during the freeze-up 
came at Exeter yesterday with 
a 129-1 treble from his 
Nicholas hayne stable. In con- 
trast. a number of leading con- 
tenders from other yards ran 
well below expectations. 

■ David Bridgwater, Pipe's 
stable jockey, rode all three win- 
ners. Cross's Delight, Lisotho 
and Challenger Du I -nr- In the 
17-runner fifth race, the yard’s 
Sohrab and Cadougold finished 
second and third. Pipe was 
denied the opportunity of a 
four-timer - fog forced the 
card s abandonment after the 
fifth event 

The trainer has high hopes 
for Challenger Du Luc who will 
be aimed at the Sun Alliance 


Chase. The six-year-old took the 
lead three fenoes from home 
and beat Feel The Power, the 
well-backed favourite, bv 12 
lengths. 

“He’ll be entered at Chelten- 
ham as this was a hot contest, 
but this horse has got plenty of 
gears and has won Kke a real 
race horse, jumping, superbly all 
the way round," Pipe said. 

■ Dance Beat ran an excellent 
trial for next Saturday week’s 
Ladbroke Hurdle when justify- 
ing favouritism in the Fairy- 
house Handicap Hurdle in 
Ireland yesterday. Dance Beat 
escapes a penalty for the Leop- 
ardstown race and her trainer, 
Jessica Harrington, is hoping 
champion jockey Charlie Swan 
wifi be available again. 


UNGFIELD 


1230 Rose Of Glenn 
LOO Charterhouse Xpres 
130 Apartments Abroad 
2 jOO Intention 


HYPERION 

230 NO SPEECHES (nap) 
3 DO Bentico (nb) 

330 Stratus Legacy 


GOING: Surifjnl 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: tew in 

STALLS: JTJ& I m - uut.*wjr; remainder - msuk. 

■ U’li-hand. &!urp unJutaUnfi course, of 1 s£> miles. Run-m of iOOytik. 

■ Esnv'vxm- i> .viuth-isiM of umt on EC02S EdcnbrMgr nmd. UngHeU siauon (served 
St Lnabnn VVionul a»Uruns course. ADMISSION: AG enclosures £9, CAR PARS: Club 
£3. rwnia\k'r ftix- 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WlTIl BUNKERS: R 0*SalUnn - 44 wi»» taw mow 
£&» s weeuw- raJio »f l-j.J*san«!AlossioaSl Ind snkr of W2.71; lonl Hu ntingdo n - 
■c uv_-*rv IS9 nmiwn. IS-BV jai-K: W CGormsa - 35 wmaers. 1«8 itnaers. 1 S^°b. 

X Jotawtoae - :tl imor, *ii ran a. sSiS.6ft. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori - K wire*, 211 rides, 25.T9*. +560. H; T Quinn - 50 

waXInto, IT rw,, Ji I m.JWnwr- 48 wms.205 rides. 214%. +S3SJM: J WTBiaaB 
- 4S ««», 363 mitt. ■442JX1. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None. 
ttlMVEttS CV THE LAST SEVEN DATS: !*»c. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: UUasnie (2.00) has been sen: 270 miles by M 
joMWbm from MbMloham. Nratji Vorkshu-e; Red Spectacle (12/BJJ & CoppabritJn: 
H no, Jawe been sax 270 mile s fcy P Hasten from Mnkfleham. Soitii VoftehLrr; Gl La 
l.tM) have 1 wi«b 26S m&g by J Berry Own Coriuabom. tencashiro. 

rT 5^1 SHEUJEYHANDICAP (CLASS F) (MVI) £3300 added 2 m 
I T^TJ . Penalty VaftJC £2373 

1 <B05» CTWWW iMHHlWE (81} (Q IVB tepn Thomi 0 ?an 7 9 10 JW»3 

2 033016- ROSEOF«»KCI«(Q^HMeouuaP 3 la«S 9 7 SSaodmfi 

3 22*011- RH 1 VKXKLEflRQ Q32) (Dnw H Uergan) P ffasar ~ 9 7 )totm4 

i 32103V f»CTMW(nU«(l«MtANBorni!RNeiUs:796. IWawrl 

= I XPOOtf - JBPWIIBf|4BOUTl>aai t fClMaov5B3 - AO** 9 

6 OOCOOO- mHW5mn0teKnxaDiaPiMnMim}B»UIWi7812 M«a0ma7 

T sfcsaB- 0B90RAwrc»i)eM«^A.aiansBQrt»8aii_ aatemi6 

03A33O- MKaSHM»£S(7ll (C)ff»MmOrR«cosniiTO»*^I.MDra*ea 


o 633000- «m5HpiS4>(19|0>M^T<tteKteM4S30^. — RMnS 

BETOIS: 114 IMftwetock, MteHOTOMa. 

7-1 M W t inh«m N nn , FcrtatStet, 1M nttwa. - 

1935; ftnar, Sam J81DR McCa&e 4-1 (W J Mussor) 11 ran. - ... 

RK1M caanc 

Ri«WGlwJCotfl^wni»atariiitea«)ana8rNoeen^andsuo»^^S<Mh- 

ilm 6n tf>e wne oefere iasr, fcmded a Baft 
jodvmibe happier over tfss wo mfles man when outpaced «o beum 
- B.-ou^iBSTti Formua'i race owr a mde andftve ben* 

3 iFSm so, promJeel she okes m this surface, 

Rinciv nasam's chaff won at Cartsle «i Au&xz and at fedora coup* 

tv— •» ku. ajl on the Ba: ance Bus had a hurdles run free wee*s aga- Captain i ter- 

s^sSsSisssKSsrsaraKas 

eri tp»Jd pw danseous. 

SdKtMC FED SPECTAOE 

W Penafty Value £3fl75 

: 715302- piwou(mnaw(BBi^Pr^i^>«^-' te Sr 

7 is. wc of usht ■’ y ' s ® ^ R 9 . t T'.t 

3 002133- OttinEBHOUSEW^ 

c MKHteXXVS V Pf, “T2£I 

s aar»ttW«»!SS; imiflawras 

e axkS cam* bhgh* .etatetfs 

7 360mi>- ■ JBBWRWOWM0 Iffl CAd«-wre 9 

a 05K- « HOP (*Q R«ay(J)2 

i 4 03SUO- JHNOfWCGSi 

S^w389-iwai8Haflia««^ 


-9 CodswW 3 
' p Heepfay (SJ T 

EttfWS 

-J0BaW(5}5 

_GB»teefl8 

UUanooiSS 

JiVrtayPia 



uic pend mai 

Wolverhampton will be able to 
stage its all-weather fixture 
tomorrow. “lt‘s thawed out 
there now and everything 
should be fine unless we get 
more fog," he said. 

Cheltenham’s rescheduled 
meeting succumbed to frost 
after an inspection yesterday 
afternoon. “We have made very 
little progress due to the con- 
ditions," Edward “Mr Inspec- 
tion” Gillespie, the course's 
managing director, said. 

The card had been due to 
feature two races designed to 
accommodate entrants for 
Kemp ton’s abandoned Christ- 
mas Hurdle among others, and 
some considerations for that 
contest will now be switched to 
the weekend. •‘The race has 
been saved," Gillespie said. “H 
reverts to the entiy stage and 
will be run at Sandown on 
Saturday." 

Dobbin has 
tough task 
on Missile 

While Richard Dunwoody rides 
One Man in (he King George VI 
Chase at Sandown at Saturday, 
the grey’s previous partner. 
Tony Dobbin, learns up with Un- 
guided Missile in the Newton 
Handicap Chase at Haydock. 
Both horses are trained by Gor- 
don Richards, who retains Dob- 
bin as his stable jockey. 

Dunwoody, who has twice 
won on Unguided Missile, 
showed particular skill to win 
the Betterware Cup on him at 
Ascot Dobbin, therefore, has a 
hard act to follow. 

Among his Haydock oppo- 
nents on Saturday could be 
Big Matt Easy Buck. Jodami, 
Munnehoroa and Morceli, who 
have all missed recent engage- 
ments because of bad weather. 
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FORM GUIDE 

fha couk i» dose aetAttn Gi La High artf CHARTERHOUSE XPRESS. wno were fim and 
secorx) over cou^e and s.sance t'.vo ».«*■» ago separated by a length and a half. With a 
31b pull and Raj- CocMare abbatl. f.fati McCormacks ornner is fancied to avenge that de- 
feat . Cnar^trouse Vpness no-e tjt ttwe lengths in front of Gt La H^h when they 

*ere third ano {Mw o? i 2 eeh.ns Kijjsat Ma< a: SomtmeJI before mat. Nnd Of Ught rrarie 
a Ktnnrtg +eas. noen r.amT.g now 3 » se-.en Ipn^Ihs ai Svuirni&i in November. iHlowng 
wnh a third » Ls Spec a: ■•ViAerhanDton, and she sf«xiW agarr, gp well. Belgian-trained 
Ptein g» one of the fa-o^nits wnen beaten three and a naif lengths by Uhra Bartey over 
seven funongs here 19 days ago. leading uml msate the fmai fuitong. ts iiWy to be much 
beaer wtwa by "ha nuA-mtso tsp. He contest ee a Listed race tor his debut be tore that, at 
Every, ano v.-iii cc.dWe ne oes: o‘ these if he adapts to this surface. 

Selection: CHAffislHOUSE XPRESS 

|1 W)| WORDSWORTH LIMITED STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 added 
LrrrrJ 3Y0 lm Penalty Value £2,786 

1 006- nUADQE|57)".r3n;;G^: HS*s£l2 ,JWBTO3 

2 SaO- PEJHWEX03) =23.- V. Charan & 12 AEdtfeiy(n7 

3 53300^- SUMROT pJSi .VaTGvus: I Mass 12 (Quinn 9 

i «U- TOfE N01E (»£} flft ' h c-^re.; U GrUrscr. 8 12 M RbrenerS 

5 SXBdi- ARVRITOfre ABHOWJ (ISl ICOI ?Fs: h :Jc*j3Te 8 10 RCodnaneS 

6 6G1W0- HtmiPS HOmWi 31 ^Cr C-T 4 »r P ivi fera B 10 0 Biggs 6 

T 0253W- WWGNUinRErai J.-Ercjsr.JSTaerolO GB«teel2 

3 30COC3- BEHraBO(BO] dS"K SVssTEtflT CRnttwlO 

9 3I006- MCJOTW IP (IRE} (95) u Ua&ie S 7 ACtefc* 

ID 53i- POSER SOLD OTE1 (36) i? Ka^ei P Kieir, 6 7 MtMfltanil 

- ID decteed - 

BDTTHGC &a teamnents Ahmad. M. Bffladtle. Tata Note. 6-1 Sojaroy, 7-1 Moving Up, Be My BM. 
8 -Zottas. 

1995: Setss-tc E^a3 3 31 3e=r. 1-2 Ci agi ar, 8 rer. 

F0RM GUIDE 

APARTMENTS ABROAD CMi N* L^-.rV :na Eilj:-jacK -aMn fiKtftt the better 01 the 
•ke feaxf.te S“rrj: ?. a -«3d cr.tr the ro no vaeeKs ago - Suparoy Sfin and held. The 
Ps-ce Sax tTv rxsc ^ r. re* ;u preceSng races, fhishtti third o( 28 to Napoleon's 
Rttdm s ReCda* "t Cd=:=fi: »'.3 of 27 ccrerd Dometts a: :i*w.-marvet 'sell- 

er,. m she .-s JtTSei ~ s,T=.er-er: racer ^s-s. Perhaps her man rr.-sJ wB oe Bfflaifle. 
wta *rsned -:--k ests last ;ear. a5 on nr*, mauir'i wten behind rr^ w 

fea-s tei-rava; ;; -■? ^ - 5 ? enra.', ascraStwl then cr against V > -lage tia- 
r.-e 3t rO'-£Stcre tip.erse- lass?. V.e&.er >s tcciec for the moun. 

Safe ct te c SPVTVEfFS S S55S.A3 

roTvTi SHELLEY HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV n) £3200 added 2m 
t"r_ ! Pen^ty Value E2J7Z 

1 23XC- WOBWOTS ac ~ p -arssioc AMadoye 

I XicZl- »BBUA.T5AiC15(C- ' -Jf rr "-TS- -.riStC W Wwfa l 

3 COtaajGEflRECD; s .'53rs-erT . Sw 59s OGstari 

A 5343XP B0Hra0l»!IS*c(32P 'Tra Scccte 69 d *&x*e«j5 

5 1««2- KQKTf GfXD tU) J =r-.7 ,«sr Pimers-- 4Vxalfii: . J3 D«oy [7J 7 

6 3i«3CC- MBBTEtraaNWltC; ra. £££=». ^SGa£6S _DB»8 

T 04J0C3- PATS SPUEHDOUR CZTi "« Psrca '_rr HC=_rs-c^5a8 Ja ftanam (7i3 

8 OBliG- laNUVK [«$ 3H) (CO) £i 5 ^r-^r 5 S I .TWOams-l 

-Sdedml- 

GCmNB: 3-X MSko, 7-2 Coterie**, 4-1 ton N Gobi U-2 Hbteoo, 7-1 N&t Edtfan, 8-1 Paffs 
Sfieudtn; Dwnk. 9-1 Utegote. 

299a#ZtS?r^3233l , A£3»d-I- , W:VJ5Ks: 11 12S. 

FORM GUIDE 

IRON NGfflLD Sjq*s Sie one rc os cm fwmg fteshes: se*n lengths dear of Bw tfttra <n find- 
.ng Broug^sms Forr-Ja a Heac coo good orer a nfle ana five of trts crack a fonrnghi ago- 
Oorte Mom’s eha • & nan sees pasot smx ow hardies before chat, nmrmg second to 
Court Nap a*. Windsor tr. and 3ad to Much Too Hi^t at Fontw^L Bddwaa looks a major 
fliresc. A couree vk-mner ovo- ha? Bta jfAcney 12 months ago, he was runner-up tehmd An- 
jou ewer 5 ns osartce here tjiti wee*s ago and. on tha: display, should have nothing to fear 
bom stch- piaced Caierkiaa - who s a dual course and distance winner but only 2 tb bel- 
ay ofi for jtjob Ben five lengths - or Wn^ airte ilCKh Of 14). Pdf« Splendour was IS 
lengths off tfte winner svften taicng mmor honours Sehtno BaflynaksSy mer a mie and five 
here four wete ago - HSng&ie four tenths adrift in fifth. 

Sdectfon: RON N GOLD 

10 Qhl KEATS HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5*450 added lm 2f Penalty 
£f*S5£! Value £3^84 

• 432-ilO- DMtCBIG USHER M! S3 (Vvca^ Senas Lpi 3CI S Itehar. 5 Ifl 0 —G Hannon (7) 5 
l SX3 cSBI»LfflOBOT(8fJ<V7sC^S)teS'J£ife69M_^-^Jljq*i7 
5 ACCESS KJV0fn*Bl ORE) U30) £D) lAtsEaire GV!a2nfi| R Bja 59S — J Weaver 3 

i 22ia» SSVHBW fSK) «S Kfixr.i fttgase! M PB^ase -i 3 7 — — -—-. -.-- S Carter 1 0 

5 3J1S2- MAJW^«UU|a8tl^!Ca)lB^^^^i^»^^Ca2^59 7 J?Me^IJ«e9 

6 Close- TT^r^ISQBajmSfanGicrvLaf'SG^rig 1 

7 XXStfy LBSMST OS WKi 0^^305^-^153 13 SSmtesB 

O jjjap GRS7WKH AfiJW aS) fet tkhn vtjmjfrpys .Tut Uci T Ufls 4 8 13 ^ 

“ - __ W Woods 2 

p »0sracHE5PReCM)|0Q)j!ipCaBRa=T£SD»3Bll DRffiaS 

in OS 2301 - AHST0PCT«a*Vaen3-e,S«i eKT.^82 — U**»4 

-JfltWared- 

wTtSB: « Accesi W-ntett. Kaafil Honda, 5-1 Cetetel CWr. 6-1 Anship, 7-1 No So«cb- 
«s, 8-1 Trite! Peace, ID-1 Dandoglawyw, 12-1 Greewicti Agafa, lfrl odwre. 

y-»wd£122vc_.. 7-2 {PSossiSlST- 


FORM GUIDE 

ACCESS ADVENTURER, successful at Pontefract and Sandown last Summer, is weU fan- 
deo m make histtrej appearance on the Unpaid Eflultrack a iwnning one with Jason Weaver 
m the saddle. Ron Boss's five-^ar-old hasn't raced smee that latest success, m August, but 
he « reported m good fettle and he con score at the main expense of Kaaflh Home and 
Anistop. Kaafih Homm « no stranger to success on the Equitrack. as he seeks a tourth 
course verory. He deserves 10 return to wlruwtg farm after frmshng nnner up m hte two 
most recent starts both on this surface - behind Easy Choice In November and Renown a 
(tonight ago. Aristoq ran on stran^y to open (as accouit in a darner at SoutfMeO In fto- 
vemner and wll noi be far away. Celestial Choir, a disappointing fiavraslre nfhan ninth iff 
16 to Rood Musk at Southwea, had previously finished second, albeit at stx lengths, to Ly- 
ford Law at Wotverhampton and has a fair record on turf. Tribal Peace, runner-up behind 
Almufftaram over course and distance 18 days ago. could ogam &> weL Digpart, is an- 
other ivrw CtoJirtty knows fas way round nert and, ahhou^t toplaeed in his test three oui- 
mgs, an or this track, is coming down in the wetjjns and is not out of it Dandng Lawyer, 
who seeks Eaurrack wm nunber three, finished tailed oft here last time behind Easy Okmob 
and may again find rra big wfft too much. 

Selection: NXESS ADVENTURER 

| *5 OH I COLERIDGE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,450 added lm 
l=2lJ Penalty Value £3,796 

1 emu- txatE VALemNO CLSHcoi y £ &05 R Hatnsfteai 100 HWgbmll 

2 032(0- GOLDEN POUND (USA) (82) ff M hafei Mr Gay Kafiemy 4 9 10 R Cochrane 10 

3 0100(0 ■ QUfflf OFAU-BWDS (BS) (428J (Jotri Amou) R Bess 5 99 J Werner a 

i 5060CO- TURTHHUS (151 IQ fBoge* Nwwi M Pdgase 4 9 8 — *Woote2 

5 16m- EENTUX {15} (D 1 f& WAsivie) Mis N Marauey 7 9 7 Amanda Sandns P) 12 

6 661001- miBiSHm (27) {Ctt IDomond Hacv« UJ) J tyir- 5 P b RUpjptoG 

7 lioofitF- IMURACK RUSGBi (463) itNfeactasi B Meehan 4 9 1_ ACIartS 

S 00(004- RO6SU0N (Ifl (Ceage 5 ITwnipsorl 0 Aremfinut 5 8 11 ...fMUbMrtbS 

9 023000- MCKAIACK OHEJ {19} (501 (Peter Tspfctl M Charnon 489 MfrHm Lem 7 

10 -W635- OUR SHADE (USA) US) (C) otltaxyi hh«y 68 B Martin Dwyer (7)5 

11 O-WO- LABUOD (USA) OW ®) ftSSBC. Oou®. Mans, k&am) R ktffarti 687 DB&l 

12 040&50- raSRALSWLEYawCEWRRffccWrtPHMWSaS ANkGtona* 

-Udsdarad- 

BETTTNG: 7-2 Doha Vatentino, 4-1 MaaBgntw, 6»1 Golden Pond, Braitko, 7-1 RobeHeo, 8-1 Our 
Shadee. U-l ladcatack, 14-1 otfura. 

1995: Kmeaa kjo 6 i 7 D VVtigW 13-2 R irghami 12 ran. 

FORM GUIDE 

DUKE VALENTINO, despw a 5fb nse and being on lOrt, can chalk up Equitrach vicfray 
rvjrrtjM four. Reg HoHmsheatfs runner gpi home by three pons of a length from Sand Star 
two Keels ago and should again nave the measure ol Bentico. who finished srth, beaten 
neafiy seven lengths, and >s 6 tt> totter m. Roger Ingram, ww sent out Kmregad Kid to win 
ter. year’s race, is represented by tahudtt who* only win to data came in a Chepstow 
maiden <n 1993 and wno ran thW to Awesome Pcwer in a seller hare on ha most recent 
appearance. A bigger danger should be Pr Uwf ighter. who scored gamely over the jftiney 
here four watts a?n. He should agam hold J&ctartack, beaten ei0n lengths into mgrth of 
11 and only Qb better off). 

Safactfarc DUKE VALENTINO 

roonl SHAKESPEARE AMATEUR RIDERS' HANDICAP (CLASS E> 
£4^00 added lm 5f Penalty Value £3£LS 

1 .'-.O'a- SHAARD (USA) (235) (BF) IT^er Cfclfek!) i Bating 8 11 7 MrAMdngS 

2 61W21- PfSTIXS AT DAWN (USA) ( 21 ) IG HrattSp**} B Ueehan 6 11 3 ICKjABioatt 

3 4601-1- StAUB) (HE) (1^ (C) IMis P T HbMyn) PWaU)n 6 10 13 

ItatNoaBK Bbodhd M 5 

a 321025- alWV60(KS(43J(BaraO»Sad Dili fi ftenshead5 10 12 HrM RtssB4 

5 41X1320- BAKDRA pRE) 0 &) iChelgBie Puttc Retemts Lffll S Dmv 4 ID 7 ifeTUeCMhyll 

6 23-W5- HARD LOVE (14) IPai Hamno^ayi J fyie 4 10 6 Mm Dtara Ann 10 

T (£3253- JUSr-MANM*OU [BS) C14) U J J BrO&l J 10 5 Mr D Bridgor (7) 8 

S -a&aO- P®sa« HKSL (BE) (32) fM Vlferreon C waoney D Lfiv&J 8 Ucfctetfi 7 ID 1 

MnPArasalA 

9 5 ^ 0 ^ 15 - SIRXTS IBMCT (U) (C 01 (tedi BfomenoHl D Aittuom 9 9 11 HcsDAiMtm 2 

ID 0053“- rOORORJS (1074) « B 7borea)nl N Thomson 799 Mr5D»fi(7}9 

11 202050 ROYAL QRCUS (179) (CD] (P W Hte> P VfeUxr 7 9 8 HraSBoriayl 

12 3GQ5P0- QUBXfMiKlNC16)(lAbJaneSnK«ijJMufeB59 7 lbs KTWtWy (7) 7 

13 CV00006- S0W9(V (15HBian Gubhy LItti BC*iCtiyA92 Hra H ’flngay (4) 13 

14 31S000- DOfTf DROP BOMBS (USA) (33) (0 (Mss J Fritenl 0 Thom 791 MMiFMdnS 

-Udadferad- 

BEnMB: 4-1 PMafe At Dun, 8-2 Stalled, 13n2 Shaarid, S-l CnanffA, 7-1 Bands, M Kelt Loite, 
12-1 Shaft Legacy, 14J. Jost-Mna-Moo, 18-1 other*. 

199& Beaufes 4 ll 4 ur T Cuff 5-2 IS D 014 9 tan. 

FORM GUIDE 

stalled goes wea for The Marchioness Biarrfbnt, who has non four races on (he sa-j mar- 
oW, most recanuy when the oomtmiatlon detested mariet leader Manfii by a head here two 
weeks agpvnth a sa4ength gap n the mm feter Wahvyn’s rnrm ts fenced to record ms i 
lourai coira vwt afmou 0 i ShaaiM arc PbtcteAt Dawn are both dangBrtwsJeokihgrwafe. , 
Shaantl'sangestjccass on the level was gamed back in 1991 but ten Bang's cftaiBJ comes 
here tngsod form after iwvartg ewer tanfier at Mussefourgl two weete ago. Ptstob A! Qawn i 
landed a Rat four ttmer on turf in 1993 whto trainto by Retard Hannon. He went m three , 
BrnesmlB^aionthesardatWWiwhampton. 3 ndhasai 5 )odn(teiinJaneMGon Cuaogo, \ 
3 N«ltn 05 amOfaiiber 5 eoiEr,couldpt)seai)watiJ»ietakesiothi 5 sijrface.StrBrstegB- 
cy, out for 3 sixth course wn. and RbjwI OrctB, a dual couM and dEtance wmner. are oth- 
en Oo consider, nhfe Hard Love must also go on the short list with Dana Jones on board. 
Selection: STALLED 


RESULTS 


full RESULTS SERVICE 

0 8 9 1 * 1 6 8-1 o v 



Horse Racing 

Hesute 

0839- ni in 

CMRB&BS&f 

0S39-UM75 


| EXETER 

! i2AS: L CROSKS DSJGHT fO Bndg- 
^^^^TiPJ^KBParade^-l;! 
Abfwtttba 3-1. 18 ran. 3*^, l‘-«. -T.1 Pipe, 
y»5r«0P-. W« «3-30: £r -‘ i 0- 

£?,ca, £L^0. Dae* feecasc £83.10: 
Camptttr Spa-^x Fresasr £31.12, Thc- 
SS5 £19012. Inx £19150 

tlS a, uson» ^7 a^fcaffr 9-1; 2- 

Oea*»Ka*rkr-i:3i.SparMtag'iSHaiffn7-2. 
ISraiwa-lfevIwsCranSSj. 3. fMPpe, 
ttehqpri ac £1053; £3.30, £3-00. 
£2.00. Dual Ferecasr £58.00. Canfaww 
Syalffi fbrecas: £T--3S. Tra ££ 330 . 


L4S: 1. CHALLENGER DU LUClOEWg 
«terj 3-1; 2. feal Tha Power 9-£ fav; 3- 
Send K8 14-1- 13 ran. 12. dist tM Pips. 
iVsffingronl- 1W*P £530 £130. £L90. 
£1.80. Dual Forecast; £3.80. Caroouter 
Sca^c Forecast £10.12. Tna £32.30. 

24SSl.PURBea(CAI4(LER(APfrltGcyj 
30-1:2. IwffunfS Fstte 50-1; IHi* IttW 
DaB 12 -L tfl ran. 2 -lfevHr^awn Ca'ra- 
i^r i5mi a I 3 -'--- Airs l&ax Bmer.i. We 
£13.40: £L9a {12.4a £2.10. £130 Dual 
ftreas: £491.60. Com purer Straight Fore- 
C3SC £374 £ 5 . Tr.easc £5.436.33. Tnfl: 
£48520 - pat ofiff; pafff of £615.10 car 
set fnos.’d to inffeid 3.00 tecs?. 


zsa: L UiCKY BLUE 0 F Tdtsyj 14*1: 
2. Sdhrab&l; 3. Cadougold 10-3. 17 ran. 
4-1 fev Runder (6th). d, 20. IN Thom- 
son, Shaftesbury), fete: £17.60; £3.10, 
£4-30, £2.60. £1.50. Dual Forecast: 
£189.50. Computer Straight Forecast: 
£126.17. ’RicasL £1.099.68. Tna £457 j 40. 
Non-rumec Most Equal 
Jadqwb tot won, ftr« of £29^08.24 ear- 
ned toward to Lmgfiekj today. 

Placepoe £24030. Quadpot £25-20. 
Place S; £123.13. Place 5: £67.40. 

■ Exeter was abandoned because of 
tbgwrtfi two races remaming. The run- 
ners had arrived at the starting peel for 


the penultimate race but the sort was 
delayed owing to poor visibility. Once It 
became clear that the conditions were 
unlikely to improve, the race and the 
meetffig were called off. The Clerit of the 
course. Nick Anseil , said: ‘It was a very 
fatwtonrdedsjonaswehafaeheer- 
fU and patient crowd, but it was not safe 
becauseofthefti^itonditions.'Jock- 
eys agreed wtth the decision, and Jamie 
Raisin, due to partner late Of Endurance 
in the penultimate event, said: *tt's im- 
possible to race as you cant see the 
first fence down at the start.’ 


“ sport 

Long-haul 
victory for 
Rusedski 


Tennis 


Britain’s Greg Rusedski was 
made to struggle to win his first* 
round match against Guy For- 
get in the Australian Hardcourt 
Championships in Adelaide 
yesterday. 

In windy, overcast condi- 
tions, Canadian-born Rusedski 
defeated the Frenchman 6-7, 
7 - 6 , 7-6 in just over three hours. 
Forget was furious about his de- 
feat, and slammed his racket 
into the ground. 

Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the top 
seed, staved off a pair of set 

points against him in the second 

set to beat Sebastian Lareau 
6-2, 7-6. The Russian, ranked 
sixth in the world, trailed his 
Canadian opponent 4-6 in the 
second set tie-breaker before 
winning four straight points to 
take the match. 

Andre Agassi is to take part 
in Melbourne’s Kooyong Classic 
from 10-13 January, an exhibi- 
tion event used asa warm-w) for 
the Australian Open. Agassi "s en- 
try was confirmed Enter con- 
cerns about his fitness following 
his withdrawals from end-of- 
season events last year because 
of a naggjng chest-musde inj ury. 
• Agassi missed the final Air 


tour event in Frankfurt in No- 
vember as well as America’s 
Davis Cup win over Russia and 
the Grand Slam Cup in Munich. 

Croatia, the tournament 
favourites, made short work of 
France in the Hopman Cup 
mixed team tournament in 
Perth. Iva Majoli and Goran 
Ivanisevic ran up straight-sets 
victories over Catherine Janvi- 
er and Araaud Boetscb re- 
spectively to seal a 2-0 win for 
Lheir country in the Group A 
round-robin match. 

Ivanisevic took just 72 min- 
utes to seal his 7-5, 6-4 victoiy 
over Boetsch after Majoli had 
cruised to a comfortable 6-1 6-2 
win, but his victoiy came in un- 
characteristic style with none of 
his usual big serves or aces. 

Earlier in the day, the Unit- 
ed States had produced the 
first upset of the tournament, 
beating the South Africans 2-1 . 
Richey Reneburg bounced back 
in style to beat Whyne Ferreira 
6-2, 6-2 to bring the match lev- 
el at 1-1 after his partner, Chan- 
da Rubin, lost 6-2, 6-4 to 
Amanda Coetzer in her singles. 

In the deciding mixed dou- 
bles match, Reneburg and Ru- 
bin kept their cool to overcome 
Ferreira and Coetzer 7-5, 6-3. 

Results, Sporting Digest, page 18 


Crockett bang on 
target for Colts 


Hard times: Southweffs bookmakers try to cfrttm up business yesterday by offering odds 
for races at Exetet; before that meeting also foB victim to fog Photograph: George Shelton 


American football 


Zack Crockett, a stand-in run- 
ning back, was the surprise 
hero as the Indianapolis Colts 
beat the San Diego Charters, 
the defending AFC champions, 
35-20 in the AFC wild card 
game on Sunday night 

Crockett, deputising for the 
injured Marshall Faulk, ran for 
two touchdowns and 147 yards 
on 13 carries, setting a Colts' 
post-season record. In the reg- 
ular season, he bad just one car- 
ry and gained no yards. 

Crockett scored on runs of 33 
and 65 yards. “Zack was unbe- 
lievable," Jim Harbaugh, the 
Colts quarterback, said. “It was 
crazy the way he was running 
out there. That one 65-yarder 
was a beautiful thing. You'Ve got 
to give some credit to our of- 
fensive line.’* 

*T just had to stride it out," 
Crockett, a third-round draft 
choice from Florida State, said 
of his 65-yard score. “Some 
people think a big guy can’t run. 
I had to show them a big guy 
can run." 

Faulk ran for 16 yards on the 
first play for Indianapolis and 
left the game later in the series. 
He was diagnosed as having a 
bruised left knee and it is not 
clear whether he wDJ be able to 
play this weekend. 

The Colts* first play-off vic- 
tory in 24 years ended a run of 


five play-off defeats and earned 
them a trip to Kansas Gty on 
Sunday. Harbaugh threw two 
touchdowns and ran for another 
and finished lfrof-27 for 175 
yards, as the Colls became the 
first AFC team to win a wild 
card game away from home 
since Pittsburgh won in Hous- 
ton in January 1989. 

San Djego had won the final 
five games of the regular sea- 
son to reach the play-offs. The 
rookie Aaron Hayden led the 
Chargers, with 18 carries for 80 
yards, Natrone Means was held 
to 11 yards on six rushes, while 
Ronnie Harmon had 10 catch- 
es for 133 yards. Stan Humph- 
ries, was 23-of-47 for 292 yards, 
with four interceptions and two 
touchdown passes. 

Earlier in the day, Brett 
Favre threw for 199 yards and 
three touchdowns is Green 
Bay Packers beat the Atlanta 
Falcons 37-20 in the NFC wild 
card game. 

Edgar Bennett ran for a 
Green Bay play-off record of 
108 yards on 24 carries, beating 
by three yards the old record 
shared by the team’s legends 
Jim Taylor and Paul Homung. 

The Packers will travel to San 
Francisco to play the 49ers, 
the defending Super Bow! 
champions, on Saturday. 

WL AfCS (rKttnvafc 35 San OeSJ 

20. IVC: Green Bay 37 Atlanta 20. Divisional 
piqHfffR Sahvdty: Pnstwtfi yBoflatt San 
Francisco v Green Bay. Sunday: Dallas v 
Pnuadetphia: Kansas City v Indianapols. 








Safety first: Shaun Gayle, the San Dfego safety, just 
manages to halt Jim Harbaugh Photograph: Allsport 


Five sent off at Fife 


ice hockey 


Five players were sent off dur- 
ing Saturday's ill-tempered 
match between Fife Flyers and 
Humberside Hawks. 

The match was barely four 
minutes old when the referee. 
Bill Fraser, was forced off the 
ice with a facial injuiy, and his 
two linesmen hod to Lake 
charge. 

During a penalty-strewn and 
controversial first period, Hum- 
berside stormed into a 6-0 lead. 
Bat Fife came back strongly and 
were only 7-5 behind after 40 
minutes. Humberside's new 
signing, Barclay Pearce, cele- 
brated his debut with a goal as 
Fife narrowly failed io complete 
a remarkable comeback, losing 
8 - 6 . 

Humberside's incident- 
packed weekend continued on 
Sunday night when their home 
game with Milton Keynes was 
abandoned after 20 minutes 
when oil spilled on to the ice as 


it was being resurfaced. The 
teams were level 3-3, although 
it is unlikely the score will 
stand. 

Nottingham, who had been 
suffering a run of poor form, 
came back from 7-6 down at 
Slough to win 10-8. Nottingham 
appeared to have the match un- 
der control when they took a 4-0 
lead, but Slough fought back to 
4-4 in the second period. 

Slough led 7-6 lead as Joe 
Stefan completed his hat-trick, 
but Paul Adey, Nottingham's 
leading scorer, completed his 
hat-trick to keep the team’s ti- 
tle hopes alive. 

Nicky Chinn, who received an 
automatic three-match ban af- 
ter Sheffield's controversial 
dash with Durham three weeks 
ago, has been told by the BIHA 
that his suspension will not be 
emended. Chian, who was ar- 
rested and released on bail af- 
ter the game, is set to return to 
action today when the Sheffield 
travel to Humberside. 

Results, Sporting Digest, page IS 
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sport 


PREMIER LEAGUE: Dons' New Year hangover ■ Time stands still at Highfield Road ■ Finn becomes youngest Premiership player* 

Ferguson blows away Everton’s cobwebs keeps 

Coventry 
rolling 


CLIVE WHITE 


Wimbledon 

Everton 


It may have been the first day 
of the year, but it was the last 
day on which you would expect 
to find a Scotsman - particularly 
one who goes by the nickname 
of Duncau Disorderly - so 
bright-eyed and bushy-tailed. 

The hangover looked all 
Wimbledon's as Ferguson, start- 
ing only his second game since 
his release from prison, scored 
two goals in two minutes after 
setting up Evert on's opener in 
just 28 seconds. With just 25 
minutes gone that would have 
been curtains for most teams, 
yet such is the indefatigable spir- 
it of the Dons that they clawed 
their way hack into the game 
and would have snatched a 
point but for a marvellous late 
save by Neville Southall. 

They were Ferguson's first 
goals of a season hitherto no- 
table only for his notoriety and 
it would he nice (o think he was 
fuming over a new leaf here 
with a compelling performance. 
Famed for his heading power, 
it was his dexterity with the ball 
at his feel which caught the eye 
in this match. 

Had Everton. and in partic- 
ular Paul Rideout, taken full ad- 
vantage of his unselfish support 
play, they would not have been 
forced lo endure such a har- 
rowing finale. Joe Royle, the 
Everton manager, however, was 
loathed to give loo much pub- 
licity to a young man who has 
commanded more than hi s fair 
share of it of lale. “It's not the 
Duncan Ferguson side-show," 
he said. "We played very well. 


He put two goals away which 
he's there for. He's a long, 
lone way from full fitness." 

Everton will be praying that 
the result of the judiciary appeal 
against the remaining seven 
matches of his 12-match ban 
goes in their favour on 19 Jan- 
uary. Everton have a momen- 
tum going now - only two 
defeats in 1 1 games - and. while 
they are able to compensate for 
!be loss of the likes of Anders 
Limpar and Craig Short. Fer- 
guson provides them with an ex- 
tra dimension and a focal point 

It cannot be often that Wim- 
bledon have feared the opposi- 
tion's muscle, but Ferguson was 
an intimidating sight as he broke 
free from Chris Perrys tackle in 
the early seconds. Brain took 
over from brawn as he pulled the 
ball back from the by-line for 
Rideout to shoot and John 
Ebbrell to score on the rebound. 



MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Coventfy City 
Southampton 


peared in control of a largely 
dire name thanks to their five- 


Running the line: Everton’s Graham Stuart (left) is harried by Dean Holdsworth, the Wimbledon striker, at Selhurst Park yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


After about 20 minutes, 
Everton could have been at least 
three goals up but for profligate 
finishing by Graham Stuart, 
Banv Home and RideouL Five 
minutes later that was exactly 
the margin they did enjoy. 
Matthew Jackson's diagonal 
ball into the box was neither to 
feet nor head, so Ferguson 


trapped it with his thigh and 
then volleyed it over his shoul- 
der without the ball coming to 
earth until Hans Segers picked 
it out of the net 
Spectacular gave way to mere 
clinKal efficiency as two minutes 
later David Unsworth's cross 
was swept home with con- 
temptuous ease by the Scot. 


It was a sobering experience 
for Wimbledon, coming on the 
back of two “derby” wins at 
Chelsea and ArsenaL But home 


Chelsea and ArsenaL But home 
comforts have been conspicuous 
by their absence this season and 
one has to go back to 9 Sep- 
tember to find their last win at 
Selhurst Park, coincidentally 
against the other Merseysiders. 


However, with Marcus Gayle 
substituting for the ever-threat- 
ening Midt Harford. Joe Kin- 
near's side were a completely 
different proposition after half- 
time. 

Within nine minutes of the 
restart. Dean Holdsworth had 
headed what was surely a con- 
solation goal, we thought, but 


a second from Efan Ekoku af- 
ter 72 minutes put an entirely 
different complexion on mat- 
ters. 

By then. Everton might have 
been reduced to 10 men for the 
second game in succession as 
Dave Witson tripped Gayle in 
a arguably goal-scoring position. 
The referee, Alan Wilkie, chose 


the softer option and went for 
a booking and Everton saw ouL 
the siege. 

Wm*)iodon 14-4-2J: Se^fK CunrtnfjHm (Eu- 
et. 88). Remes. Peny. Kimble: Earle. Leon- 
tetdsen. Jones. EtoKu; HoMsworfft, Harford 
I Gayle, n-ti. S uI n H tu la not used: Peatta. 
Everton (4-4-1-11: Southall; Jackson. Wat- 
son. Partotsoa Unsuwnh; Kichetefca (Hticn- 
efffe, 7H. Ebbrell. Home, Short; Rideout 
Ferguson. Substitutes not used: O'Oonnor. 
Hearten (gM. 

Referee: A VWWe (Chesier-ie -Street). 


Redknapp is riled by goalkeeping controversy 


ALAN NIXON 


Manchester City 
West Ham United 


Neil Finn was 17 just three days 
ago. his jersey was obviously de- 
signed for someone else and 


hastily printed numbers on his 
back nad peeled off long before 
the final whistle. A case for Chil- 
dren In Need, never mind the 
charity of the Premier League. 

However, the West Ham 
manager, Harry Redknapp, re- 
vealed that he had been forced 
to field the rookie goalkeeper, 
thus making him the youngest 


player in the club's history, be- 
cause of red-tape officialdom 
from HQ. 

Redknapp was already with- 
out the suspended Ludek Mik- 
losko and lost Les Sealey to a 
freak training injury when he 
ripped his calf muscle on New 
Year’s Eve. 

Frantic calls to the League 
led them to the golf course and 
mobile phone of the Premier- 
ship secretary, Mike Foster, 
who was in no mood to oblige. 

Redknapp could not con- 
ceal his anger as he said: “I 
asked for permission to loan a 
keeper and they said I would 
have to field an outfield player 


instead. We had some trouble 
getting the guy from the league, 
be was playing golf and he 
must have missed a few puds be- 
cause he said 'no'. 

“1 told them there would be 
50.000 people at Maine Road 
and that they would be making 
a farce of the game. The ruling 
is that it is at their discretion. It’s 
not as if I was trying to loan Sea- 
man or Flowers, but they would 
still not allow iL I can't believe 
that they could not show some 
common sense. 1 am sure Alan 
Bali would have allowed it." 

Finn, called up from Rain- 
ham at short notice, was even 
carrying a hamstring injury. 


However, City extended the 
season of goodwill and almost 
treated the young man with kid 
gloves. Their embarrassment 
turned to frustration and then 
anger as they failed to take ad- 
vantage of a stricken foe. 

Niall Quinn headed two ef- 
forts at the target, a soft one that 
was caught and prompted a cho- 
rus of “England's No 1" from 
the away support. Nicky Sum- 
merbee and Uwe Rosier” missed 
easier attempts. 

When Quinn strode through 
the offside trap, neatly chipped 
the onrushing youngster and 
stroked home in the 22nd 
minute, it should have been the 


beginning of an afternoon's 
stiolL Things do not work out 
that way at Maine Road. 

Marc Rieper bad a goal dis- 
aJJowed when his header was ad- 
judged to have been a foul and 
Steve Lomas had a 25-yard 
shot similarly chalked off before 
half-time. 

The referee, Mike Reed, 
ruled that Rieper bad unfairly 
challenged City’s Kit Symons, 
but Redknapp insisted: “It was 
a perfect goal. I’ve seen the 
video and Marc timed his jump 
perfectly." 

Julian Dicks led by example 
in the second half with a 25-yard 
free-kick that was saved low by 


Eike Immel, who was relieved 
to see Keith Curie head a Dicks 
effort from the subsequent cor- 
ner off the line. 

Hammers' persistence and 
City’s negligence led to an 
equaliser. A deep cross from 
Dicks was missed by Ian Bright- 
well, and Iain Dowie thumped 
home from 10 yards. 

Following the substitution 
of Rosier in the 77th minute 
Quinn was left on his own and 
out of the proverbial blue came 
a winner three minutes later 
when City finally attacked the 
box with conviction. 

Kit Symons crossed, substi- 
tute Ronnie Ekelund volleyed 


the ball hit Quinn and wrong- 
footed Finn. As the teenager lay 
on his back, Quinn gratefully 
forced home the rebound from 
the post 

Ball, the City manager, ad- 
mitted: “It was not the best of 
performances, ft left me a bit 
empty. Quality of ball in the last 
third was shocking. We hit 
things too flat and with no con- 
viction to put people under 
pressure." 

Uw Kbe rtn r CKy (3-5-g): Kwnw; Sytnona. Curte. 

I Bn^itweu; Suntmertxe, Lomas, Fteauft (Etehind. 
571, KWdaoze. Brown: Rosier (Ptiitps, 77). 
Quit n. Subsfltarie not mad: Cotai (&). 

West Hast United W-5-1E Finn; Harte neper. 
Pons. Mk Stan, WSfcamson (Hutchson. 66). 
Etefiop. Moncur. Higtes; Dime. SdsttutK not 
mod; Howland. Cones. 

Referee: M Reed (Bmw^ism). 


dire game thanks to their free- 
man midfield. 

Apart from a 35th-minute 
header from Whelan which hit 
the post, the visitors restricted 
Southampton to hitting and 
hoping, and three points seemed 
to be heading their way after NeD 
Heaney bad given them the 
lead after 67 minutes, sidefoot- 
ing home unmarked at the near 
post after Alan Neflson had 
knocked on Jim Magellan's short 
corner. 

Menington was dismayed at 
the way bis team had failed to 
defend adequately against Whe- 
lan’s run. Ron Atkinson, the 
Coventry manager, was under- 
standably thrilled by it “f don't 
think you will see a better goal 
all season, 11 he said. “It looked 
like he went past 12 players." 

Mr Cooper will indeed be 
seeking a new watch, if not two. 
“I had a new one for Christmas 
and the stop watch on it didn't 
work,” he admitted. “I always 
carry two watches and so I dou- 
ble-checked the other, but that 
was obviously wrong as welL It’s 
□ever happened to me before 
and I hope it never does again. ” 

Cowntiy CKy (4-4-2): OfjrzMc; M HA Shaw. 
Busst, ftqkortne Tarter (Lamprey, 67). 
WSams, Rthadson, Safemo: Wwtan.DuUn. 
Substitute not nuit: Boiand. Rian (gw. 
Southampton (4-5-1): Beesant; Chariton (Be- 
rt*. 63). R HA Montou, fWsen: Heaney, Wad 


tftson. Venison. Mjjjrton. Dodd; SWppertey. 
Substitute not bm£ Hug**, GnttxSaar «■) . 
Referee: K Cooper (Pontpndd). 


ENDSLEIGH LEAGUE: South Londoners resist Pompey’s late surge as leaders Derby display their pomp in difficult circumstances 

Martvn clings on Official sees red over Megson’s full-blooded nlea 


Martyn clings on 
to Palace’s points 


sees red over Megson’s full-blooded plea 


JON CULLEY 


Round-up 

PAUL NEWMAN 


Crystal Palace maintained their 
recent improvement when they 
resisted Portsmouth's late chal- 
lenge lo secure a 3-2 victory in 
an enthralling match at Fratton 
Park yesterday. 

Palace have made a habit of 
throwing away sizeable leads this 
season and despite going 3-0 
ahead early in the second half 
they needed a string of fine saves 
by Nigel Martyn in the final min- 
utes to secure victoiy. 

David Hopkin, who scored 
twice, and Dougie Freedman, 
who netted after a solo run 
which took him past three de- 
fenders, had put Palace 3-0 up 
within 49 minutes, but Guy 
Butters and Fitzrov Simpson re- 
stored Portsmouth’s hopes and 
only a stunning diving save by 
Martyn in injury-time denied 
John Dumin. 

Port Vale had the better of the 
first hour at Ipswich, but ran out 
5-1 losers on a treacherous sur- 
face at Portman Road. Two 
goals in a minute started Vble’s 
downfall, Simon Milton and 
Steve Sedgley both scoring af- 
ter good work by Alex Mathie, 
who went on to score twice in 
the last seven minutes. Ian Mar- 


shall was Ipswich's other scor- 
er, while Tony Naylor scored a 
consolation goal for Vale. 

Southend extended their un- 
beaten league run to nine 
matches with a goalless draw at 
home to Barnsley, while Tran- 
mere lost for the sixth time in 
seven matches, Trevor Morley 
scoring the only goal of the 
game for Reading 11 minutes 
from lime. 

Huddersfield drew 1-1 at 
Grimsby thanks to a contro- 
versial penalty 14 minutes from 
time by Ronnie Jepson, who 
scored on the rebound after 
Paul Crichton blocked his first 
shot. Grimsby players had be- 
seiged the referee, Terry Heil- 
bron, after he had awarded the 
spot kick following a challenge 
by Mark Lever on Jepson. Steve 
Livingstone scored Grimsby’s 
goal after 32 minutes. 

Blackpool maintained their 
challenge for promotion from 
the Second Division when Dave 
Linigban scored their winner in 
a 2-1 victoiy at Carlisle only 30 
seconds from time. 

A 22nd minute header by 
Leo Fortune-West gave Gilling- 
ham victoiy at Leyton Orient 


Derby County 
Norwich City 


Morley: Late winner 


and put the visitors back on top 
of the Third Division. The 


biggest crowd of the season so 
far in the Third Division, 12.427, 


saw Ian Baird salvage a point for 
Plymouth Argyle with two sec- 
ond-half goals in the local der- 
by at home to Exeter, while 
Andy SaviUe took his tally for the 
season to 18 with two goals in 
Preston's 5-0 win at home to 
Cardiff. 

Bury conceded their first 
goal in 729 minutes when 
Keith Houchen gave Hartlepool 
the lead and worse was to fol- 
low. Stephen Halliday and Ian 
McGuckin completed a 3-0 
win, Hartlepool’s first at Gigg 
Lane and Biuiy's first defeat in 
nine matches. 

Torquay have now gone 14 
maicbesi^Stbcutawinafer Simon 
Betts gave Colchester a 3-2 win 
at Ptammoor with an injury- time 
goal. Mark Kinselta had scored 
the fastest goal of the day to put 
Colchester in front 


After nine wins in 10 matches, 
Derby’s celebrations earned lofty 
expectations as their lead 
stretched to seven points at the 
head of the First Division. How- 
ever, it took a last-gasp goal by 
Marco Gabbiadini lo keep the 
party alive, leaving Norwich feel- 
ing more than a shade unlucky. 

To make matters worse for 
the East Anglian side, manag- 
er Gary Megson is likely to have 


to answer for his conduct fol- 
lowing a half-time confrontation 
with the referee, Jim Rushton, 
who ordered Megson lo leave 
the dug-out for the second half. 

The Stoke official is to report 
Megson, whose complaints 
stemmed from an unfortunate 
sequence of events which led to 
Norwich going a goal behind in 
the 37th minute, with only nine 
men on the field. Spencer Pri- 
or was carried off with an an- 
kle irquryand while Megson was 
in the dressing-room seeking to 
discover whether Prior might re- 
turn, team-mate Shaun Carey 
was ordered from the field by 


the referee to be treated for a 
head injury, sustained earlier, 
which was bleeding heavily. 

“! was upset with the refer- 
ee over the timing of his deci- 
sion,” Megson said. “We had 
been hoping to nurse Carey 
through to half time. He had 
been bleeding for 20 minutes 
and I couldn’t understand why 
the referee waited until we 
were down to 10 men before 
telling him to leave the field.” 

It was easy to sympathise with 
Megson’s predicament, although 
be could be criticised for not hav- 


ing acted himself to attend to 

Carey’s injury, which required 12 


stitches. Derby needed only a 
minute to take advantage of the 
confusion, Sean Flynn settingup 
Ron Willems to nod home his 
Uth goal of the season. 

In the event, the changes 
worked initially to Norwich’s ad- 
vantage, forcing Megson to 
abandon a five-man midfield and 
push substitute Robert Fleck into 
a front-line role. Looking more 
ambitious, the visitors drew lev- 
el after 63 minutes. Fleck diving 
to head home the rebound af- 
ter Robert UUaihorne’s drive 
came back off a post. 

From that point, Norwich 
looked the better ride. However, 


Fleck squandered two chances 
within 12 minutes of his goal and 
was thwarted by RusseO Hoult, 
diving to save at full stretch, with 
five minutes remaining. 

A draw would hove been a 
fair outcome but, with scarce- 
ly a minute to go, Willems 
flicked on Paul Simpson's right- 
wing corner and Gabbiadini 
rose at the far post to provide 
a dramatic final twist. 


Dmtoy Gaudy 13 - 4 - 3 ): Hot*; Yates. Somac, 
RowMC Car** ffe*:ios. 82J. Vwi iter Lcn (Sm>- 
son. 75). RhA Mchotson; GeMoadn IWracK. 
90). WMems. flym. 

NoraMiGfei4-S-U:GuvR SmcIi. flofctan, Pn- 
or (Newman. 37). Bowen; Adams. Goss, Carey 
(fledt, 39), Utetrtms. ONal (MS^n. 85): Wart. 
Ifefenu : j Ruatnon (Sote-w-Trenu. 


Millwall leave Leicester rueing 


profligacy 


UM COLUNGS 


Millwall 
Leicester City 


Martin O'Neill’s hopes of se- 
curing his first win since suc- 
ceeding Mark McGhee in the 
Leicester hot-seat ended in 
cold frustration at the New 
Den yesterday, 

Millwall, despite trailing to a 
well-taken goal against superi- 
or opponents, reorganised 
themselves and raised their 
game sufficiently to steal a 
draw, which did little for either 
rides' promotion ambitions. 


On a chilly, damp and misty 
afternoon, it was hardly a just 
outcome and ONeiU had every 
reason to bemoan the fallings 
of his forwards, who threw 
away a scries of clear openings. 

MUIwalL searching for then- 
first win in nine games, barehr de- 
served a point, although there 
was much never-say-die spirit 
about their second-half offen- 
sive. Harry Cripps, the defend- 
er who embodied the club's 
spirit and who died last week, 
was remembered with a minute’s 
silence before the start and 
would have bad no complaints. 

Even when finding their 
touch deserting them, Millwall 


played positively and in pursuit 
of a victory, but a ragged and 
error-strewn performance 
punctuated by six bookings left 
their manager, Mick McCarthy, 
with little to enjoy. 

Leicester controlled the 
opening period with ease. Mike 
Whitlow created a good open- 
ing after 19 minutes, but both 
Emile Heskey and Iwan 
Roberts failed to make contact 
and this set the tone. 

Scott Taylor missed from 
close range two minutes later 
and Leicester wobbled for a pe- 
riod as it seemed they could not 
score. But with only seconds re- 
maining before the interval. 


the Australian midfielder, Steve 
Corica, put them ahead with his 
second goal of the season and 
the first since returning from a 
broken leg. It was well con- 
ceived and taken, Corica play- 
ing a one-two off Whitlow 
before planting a firm shot be- 
yond the Millwall goalkeeper, 
Kasey Keller. 

MillwaU copied Leicester's 
5-3-2 system after the break and 
it paid off as they gained more 
possession. They drew level af- 
ter 65 minutes when Chris 
Malkin headed in powerfully at 
the far post from a Bobby 
Bowry cross for his ninth goal 
of the season. They pressed hard 


fora winner, but Leicester, ex- 
ploiting the gaps they left at the 
back, should really have won 
comfortably. 

Their counter-attacking sup- 
plied Roberts, Taylor and sub- 
stitutes Julian Joa chim and 
David Lowe with easy chances 
which were wasted. Lowe's 
miss, from close range, was the 
worst, but typified Leicester’s 
wanton approach towards their 
finishing. 
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Noel Whelan is wasting no 
time in establishing himself at 
Highfield Road. The former 
Leeds forward, signed for a 
club-record £2m last month, left 
the pitch to the chant of bis own 
name yesterday after earning a 
point for his perilously placed 
r^am seven minutes from time. 

Whelan’s third goal in suc- 
cessive games produced a roar 
which ming led joy with disbe- 
lief after he had run from the 
half-way line and half dribbled, 
half staggered past six defend- 
ers before rolling the ball inside 
Dave Beasanfs left-hand post 

Coventry's subsequent surge 
for a winner was abruptly 
checked when the referee, 
Keith Cooper of Pontypridd - 
to general consternation - blew 
for lime with only 88 minutes 
showing on the electric display. 
After a consultation with his 
linesmen witnessed by a crowd 
of players from both sides, he 
sheepishly accepted his error 
and restarted the game for a fur- 
ther one minute and 35 seconds. 

It had not been time, but last 
orders. And as the final drops 
of the afternoon drained away. 
Whelan was almost in for a late 
double as a dubious backpass 
from Richard Hall was taken off 
his toe by Beasant, the South- 
ampton goalkeeper. 

“I think the referee started 
the New Year well,” said Dave 
Merrington, the Southampton 
manager. "The only thing you 
want is for him lo gel a new 
watch.” At least it makes a 
change from new glasses. 

Until Whelan’s moment of 
startling enterprise, Southamp- 
ton - despite lacking Matthew 
Le Tissier with a calf injury - ap- 
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Villa shut door on 
Middlesbrough 


AstDn W|,a 2 Fn nel ^^ verside Stadium a 

— T- ; reverse against Tottenham 

Hotspur, and the result is a scl- 
It was a painful start to the Npw ?,!?. to L Robson‘s hopes of 
Year for Bryan Robson’s M^T 51(16 “to a position 

dlesbrougti as adeteratined they can challe^e for 

Aston Vnia exposed their frail a Ej®* “ Europe next season- 
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ties to move into the top six of 
the Premiership. 

- Middlesbrough had suffered 
onJy one previous defeat at the 


The victory enabled Villa to 
ckmb above Middlesbrough 
m ®e Premiership table and 
confirmed the excellent away 
form Brian Little’s side have 


Lacklustre Leeds’ 
mist opportunity 


PHIL SHAW 

Leeds United 
Blackburn Rovers 


A new year at Ell and Road 
brought only old faiHugs and a 
familiar chestnut about too 
much footbaH Leeds, cheered to 

the echo after beating Man- 
Chester United a week earlier, 
were jeered off yesterday after 
failing U) inflict S imilar iRaman.^ 
on Blackburn, who themselves 
seldom looked capable of 
recording a first away win in then- 
defence of the Premiership title. 

The fog which swirled around 
. the stadium gave the game an 
eerie atmosphere to which nei- 
ther side were able to respond 
■ positively. Howard Wilkinson, 
the Leeds manager, also plead- 
ed mitigation for both sets of 
players, particularly his own, 
whom he claimed betrayed the 
effects of a fixture schedule even 
more congested than is custom- 
ary over the Christmas “break”. 

“Most of my lot have just 
played four games in eight days, 
and there were tiroes when 
players got into good, wide po- 
sitions but couldn’t get crosses 
in." Wilkinson said. “If we’d not 
played for a week, I'd admit the 
match was eminently forget- 
table. Maybe it was, anyway, but 
we looked like a team who've 
had too much football. The 
last three have been played in 
fewer than six days. 

"One of our four games was 
against Manchester United, 
w hich is always high))' charged, 
and two were played m sub-zero 
temperatures. I took Tomas 
Brolin off today because al- 
though he*d told me the night 
before how well he was bearing 
up to the strain, be played 
without zip or spark." 

Wilkinson's view found sup- 


port from Ray Harford. *Tt*s just 
not fair to the playing public 
when players are so fatigued." 
the Blackburn manager said, go- 
ing on to cite the “wear and 
tear" of the holiday programme 
for David Batty’s withdrawal 
with a groin injury. 

“At top level, the pressure and 
lension are extreme, and it's not 
fair to ask people to play four 
[games] in nine [days} as we 
have." 

Leeds is where Blackburn’s 
barren away sequence began 
back in April, when Brian 
Deane's last-gasp equaliser set 
nerve-ends jangling for the 
championship run-in. This 
game was not only devoid of 
comparable drama, but algo of 
incident once two teams even- 
ly matched in their mundanity 
tired after half-time. 

Alan Shearer had two op- 
portunities to start a second cen- 
tury of Premiership goals, being 
thwarted by Mark Beeney and 
then firing over in the first 10 
minutes. Thereafter, he was 
marked into anonymity by Carl- 
ton Palmer, whose return 
Wilkinson had facilitated by 
dropping David Wetheral). 

Leeds, for whom Mark Ford 
outshone more illustrious col- 
leagues amid the gloom, had 
their best spell just before the 
interval. A below-par Gary 
McAllister sent an inviting low 
pass across the six-yard box; Tim 
Flowers scooped a shot by 
Richard Jobson off the line, and 
Deane glanced wide from Gary 
Kellys centre. To the exasper- 
ation of the crowd, that was as 
good as it goL 

Leads United 14-3-1-2); Beeney; Hefty. Job- 
son. Patner, Worthington: Font. McAlister. 
Sneed; Brotei (Wallace. 61); Deane. Yecceh. 
Substitute not used: waherafl. Couzens. 
Blackburn Rovers (4-4-2): Flowers; Berg, 
Marker. Coleman. Henna; Ripley. Baev 
(Holmes., n-y, Bohmen, Mdunlay: Shearer. 
Mewed (Fenton. 751. Substitute not used: 
Gudmunasson. 

Referee; R Mites (MossJey). 


shown this season. This was 
their fifth victory away from 
home, a record which no oth- 
er team in the Premiership can 
beat 

It was to prove an especial- 
ly painful day for Juninho. 
First Middlesbrough's £4.75m 
Brazilian landed on the deck af- 
ter a stiff challenge from 
Gareth Southgate -but the ref- 
eree, Martin Bodenham, saw 
nothing wrong and play con- 
tinued. 

Then Juninho, who spent 
the night in hospital after a 
bruising challenge by Joe 
Parkinson in the defeat by Eve r- 
ton last week, was floored by 
Mark Draper. The referee this 
time gave a foul in the mid- 
fielder’s favour. 

Mila looked dangerous on 
the break and the home goal- 
keeper, Gary Walsh, was forced 
to make two smart saves from 
dangerous cresses floated in first 
by tbmrny Johnson and then 
Gary Charles. 

Villa look the lead though af- 
ter 21 minutes with a spectac- 
ular goal from Alan Wright. 
Charles swung the ball over the 
Middlesbrough defence to the 
far corner of the penalty area. 
In an instant Wright latched on 
to the ball to deliver a tremen- 
dous shot past Walsh into the 
top corner. Villa continued in 
positive mood at the begin- 
ning of the second half, with 
Johnson releasing Milosevic, 
but Walsh was equal to the shoL 

The frustration of the Mid- 
dlesbrough fans increased, al- 
though Moreno managed to find 
Phil Stamp with a good through 
ball but he dragged it wide. 

Milosevic was then off-target, 
firing the ball narrowly wide af- 
ter the industrious Mark Drap- 
er had carved out the opening. 

Mddtesfarao£h (5-3- 1-lj; Walsh; Fax. Pear 
so r. Vickers. Uddte. Renting; Samp. PoJkX*. 
Moreno: Juninho: Hendne. Substitutes: 
Moore. Whelan. Blackmore. 

Aston Villa 15-2-1-2); Bosnia: Charles. 
Eftogu. Southgate. Sameca, Wnghc Draper, 
Townsend; Johnson; Milosevic, volte. Sub- 
stitutes: Can. Spmfc. Fa/refly. 

Referee: M Bodenham ILooe. Cormtaiu. 

■ Brighton, who have won 
only two of their last nine 
home matches, were held to a 
1-1 draw at the Goldstone 
Ground by Stockport County 
yesterday. Ian Chapman gave 
the struggling Second Divi- 
sion side an eighth-minute 
boost with his fust goal for 
three months when he fired 
home from a pass by Jeff 
Minton. However, Stockport 
equalised when Jeff Eckbardi 
rose at the far post to head 
home Ben Thomlev’s cross. 


Hibernian take heart from win 


RODDY MACKENZIE 
Hibernian 

Heart cf Midlothian 


Rarely have Hibernian savoured 
a victory more than yesterday’s 
success' which followed three 
successive defeats, including 
the 7-0 drubbing at the home of 
Rangers an Saturday- This was 
the perfect hangover cure on 
New Year’s Day. and support- 
er* and players alike breathed 
alwgp sfgh of relief on the ref- 
*iee?£ whistle. 

’ rbb - wav as much about 
strength of character as foot- 
bahins-abmty, and. Hftwnrian 
went -about achieving the win 
the haid-wray by ■ conceding ' a - 
goal to their fiercest rival* af- 
ter only seven minutes. How- 
ever, after a ragged opening 20 
minutes, they became rugged 
and scored two exquisite goals 
before half-time. 


FA Carting Premiership 
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Kevin Harper scored whai 
proved to be the winning goal 
with just four minutes of the first 
half left with an exceptional vol- 
ley fit to grace an Edinburgh 
derby. That Hibs did not make 
the task easier for themselves in 
the second half was due to 
careless finishing rather than 
any resistance from Hearts. It 
was a thrilling match that ebbed 
and flowed, with five bookings. 
‘ Hearts took the lead after 
seven minutes with a well- 
worked goal Pat McGinlay, 
playing out Of position at right- 
back, allowed NeD ftointon to 
drift away from him and, when 
Allan Johnston swept over a 
cross, the former Oldham play- 
er steered a precise half-volley 
past Jim Leighton, the eighth 
goal rfie Scotland goalkeeper 
had conceded in three days. 

'■ Haps^Tsslrilsson had- an ex- 
cellent opportunity to put the 
match beyond Hibs midway 
through the first half when 


EndsMgh League 
First Division 

Dotty (1) 2 Nervrfcfa IO) 1 

Wffiems 37 Flectt64 

Gabtaxfini 90 16.714 

Grtattby (1) J. HuddanflaU (O) _1 
Uwngaone 33 Jepson P» 76 
7.524 

kwoMiKD 5 Port Vale (01 1 

Mifton 59 Natfloree 

Sedgfcy60 9326 

Marshal 73 
Mathre 83. 90 

MBwafl (01 1 Lefcortw II) 1 
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Bunera 57 Horton 14. 49 

Simpson B5 freedman45 
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RawStf 10) 1 Ttaranew (0» 0 

Mortayre 8L42 1 

Sauthood 0 Barnsley — 0 
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ftetBooeit Bnmlngham v Wblves; Liacon w 
Sheffield Uw; OUtem v Sunderfani Stete 
i> Ojo« 0« WW v VIMortf. 
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John Robertson presented him 
with an ope ning . However, the 
Swede failed to find the target. 

Hibs badly needed a goal at 
this stage, and it came courtesy 
of the head of Michael O’Neill 

playing his first match for almost 
a month, after a measured cross 
from Kevin McAllister. 

Then, shortly before half- 
tune. the industrious Andy 
Millen played a short free-kick 
lo Darren Jackson and Keith 
Wright headed his pass into the 
path of Haiper, who scored with 
a venomous volley. 

Hibs dominated the second 
half but the agility of Hearts' 
French goalkeeper. Gilles 
Roussel, and some lacklustre 
finishin g meant they had to be 
content with what they had. 

Hbenten ,4-1-2.: tafsr: Ufiv*. 

Tweed. Tanrtara; f.Ker. 

CTiei Haraer Ses. 89-. vrffc- 
HeaneumrikxUmn 4-3-3,:% x-seeN'C- 
Manus. Buto, RS*. Por^r ,laK«nce. 84.. 
Maday iSro*. 4S>. Fj-tcr. Mas ia-isc*. 
Estasson ©olpufio-r, 58.. tetoerssr. 
U te re a u. W Ctorr5c fECfVSur^u. 
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RUGBY LEAGUE: Championship ail but over a s Warrington bo w to the power 

Leeds 
delay 
their 
agony 





Armed battle: Wigan's Va aiga Tuigamala is stopped by Chris Rudd of Warrington yesterday Photograph: Andrew Varley 

Another title awaits Wigan 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

Warrington 

Wigan 


Wigan are close enough to the 
Stones Centenary Champion- 
ship to smell the silver polish 
that they have been applying to 
the trophy for the past six years. 

A thoroughly convincing vic- 
tory at Wilderspool leaves them 
needing just one point from 
their three remaining fixtures, 
against Bradford, Sheffield and 
Leeds, to clinch the title. 

They can even afford to lose 
those last three matches and for 
Leeds to win all theirs - unless 
something quite miraculous hap- 
pens to the points difference that 
also separates the two dubs. 

The Wigan coach. Graeme 
West, travelled across to St 
Helen's after the Warrington 
game, in the hope of seeing the 
championship confirmed. He 
and his side will have to wail a 
little longer, but the delay is 
surely only temporary. 

It was a’ typically destructive 
spell on either side of half-time 
that set up a victory that made 
it all but mathematically certain 
that Wigan would retain the 
Championship. 

Va’aiga Tuigamaia. who fin- 


ished with three tries, was the 
man who started the Wigan 
surge, powering his way over im- 
mediately before the break, 
straight from a scrum after 
Warrington had knocked on a 
Simon Haughlon kick. 

Warrington, despite fielding 
a side well below maximum 
strength, had held their own up 
lo that point They had con- 
ceded a uy to Haughlon in the 
14th minute after Scott QuinneD 
had driven to the vicinity of the 
line and Shaun Edwards 

opened the gap with a short pass. 

Warrington's young back row 
was coping well and two mem- 
bers of it contributed to the 
equalising try. Paul Scullhorpe 
picking up Mike Ford’s chip lack 
and Paul Barrow's pass sending 


Mark Foisler in at the comer. 
The third back rower, Ian Knotl, 
kicked a conversion from touch 
to wipe out the first of Henry 
Paul’s five goals for Wigan. 

The loss of the gifted Scul- 
thorpe with a hip injury was a 
blow, however, Tuigamala's first 
try was another and they then 
began to rain in from all direc- 
tions in the second half. 

Three quick tries all had a 
touch of quality about them, 
starting with Terry O’Connor’s 
lovely pass out of the tackle to 
send'Martin Hall away for Ja- 
son Robinson's touchdown. 

Kris Radlinski’s flick up to 
Rob Smyth - deputising for the 
injured Martin Offiah - was just 
as good and, after O’Connor 
was sin-binned, it was a de- 


Munro’s classic lifts Halifax 


Halifax drew level with Si He- 
lens in third place in the Cen- 
tenary Championship with a 
22- IS victory over Bradford 
Bulls yesterday while Sheffield 
Eagles made it eight League 
wins in a row with a 42-12 suc- 
cess at Castieford. 

Halifax’s teenage winger 
Damien Munro impressed scor- 
ing a superb try 10 minutes 
from the end of the Yorkshire 
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deitry, played at Huddersfield's 
McAlprne Stadium. 

Munro, playing only because 
of Halifax’s extensive injury list, 
raced over in the far comer to 
seal his side’s first away success 
over Bradford in nine games. 

Sheffield, the form team in 
the Championship, claimed 
their first victory at Wbeldon 
Road, scoring eight tries in the 
process. 


BelT& Scottish League 
Premier ZHvtefeo 

Mbemlan (2) 2 Hearts (1) 1 

O'Ned 28 Ponton 7 

Hamer 41 16,100 
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lightfuliy characteristic Paul 
run that set up Edwards for 
Wigan's fifth, soon embell- 
ished by a drop goal from the 
captain of the champions elecL 

Barrow crowned a promis- 
ing display for Wurington with 
a good try but Wigan and Tu- 
igamaia finished in style. 

The mighty Samoan had 
enjoyed an intriguing head lo 
head battle with the equally im- 
posing Tongan Salesi Finau, the 
possessor of possibly an even 
bigger pair of Polynesian 
thighs, in the early stages. 

A couple of their clashes had 
resembled large gunny sacks of 
coconuts slashing into each 
other, but the difference was 
that ’Tbigamala was still firing 
at the end 

An Edwards kick created tbe 
confusion that led lo him 
charging straight through the 
hopelessly outweighed Chris 
Eckersley for one try and an- 
other perfectly judged chip 
from his captain gave him his 
hat-trick in the last minute. 

W a rringto n; rtmny (Knott, 65): Forster, 
Thompson, finau, EjAanJer. Rudd. Fort; 
1*0X1 (King, 5D, Thursfiekt Chambers. Bor- 
row. Knott (Holden. 57). Scutthocoe (Ben- 
nett, 331. Substitute not used: Hough. 
WUpuc Connolly: Rotrtnson, Tuigamaia, 
Radteslo, Smyth; Paul (Craw. 561, Edwartu 
Corte |Skem*n. 2D) (Dermon. 73), Hall, 
O'Connor. Qumne*. Cassidy (Johnson. 63), 
Hau^nort 

Referee: S Presley /Castieford). 


Second Division 

POSTPONED: Ayr v Stranraer; Forfar v 
Montrose (23 January); Stenhousemue v 
East Fife 123 January); Soring AKmn v 
Clyde (24 January). 

P W D L F A Pts 

EastFMe- 17 12 3 2 23 10 39 

StMJng. 18 10 6 2 36 17 38 

Berwick 17 B 4 5 30 17 28 

6 28 19 27 


SteotMusemuIr.17 8 


Raitt) — 18 

Hearts „19 

Kfl ma rooc fc 19 

Pstick.— 18 

Motharwel .._...lg 
FdMrti - -18 


4 7 22 25 26 
4 9 26 34 22 
31123 33 18 
4 10 13 29 16 
9 7 13 20 IS 
3 11 14 28 15 


Forfar.... 17 

Clyde 17 

Ayr. 17 

Queen uJ South 17 
Montrose 18 


Portsmouth. _ 


.24 7 20 7 36 28 31 
.26 7 8 U 40 43 29 


n-HW 24 6 10 8 31 33 28 

port Vsle.. _.25 6 81130 38 26 

iSUfc, „.24 5 9 10 30 36 2* 

7 3W28 41 24 
5Sdrt_T -™. 23 5 9 9 27 30 24 

sStfUtd 26 5 613 3143 21 

uSl -23 4 71219 36 19 

CREWattiS 1£HMC nwmierlWWoKTor- 
hngton 2 SrtefosJ £ Pot&nHS: Caine w 
Frame; Kesriiuy v Odd Down. 

BANKSS K&serr lasts. Promfer Dt- 
«Uk AS ma*hes pcsaaneC. 


BEAZEH WM£S LQI6UEPM»0r OMsnr 

8utsr. Afesn i Gradry Rate 1: Camsrt^s 

iKB 2 Crfnsfom 3. Potepooad: 

3er v L fa s esar ; Mestw 7jCf v CteaeVtort 
Ru*3r: * 5u£sr) 1 =zr; S *d=s? v ?Jea- 
per AFC; StaSrt v t a eaaw es a* : vs Bug- 
by w ciresa.-- narseasr > ACforsare. 
Soatfwm Drvawtr fesre,- 2 Fbde Qi Cfte- 
tior. 2 CmCer'ra 2: S3; sr£ 3 e>'rttin 2 
Ash&rt 3: Scwgtocne 2 S.-asree 1; Ton- 
bnlgc 1 Uar&X 2: TraSrCff 1 tifcn*:- 

sipe^Use 0; WeywajS: 2 Setter. JCW L 

A» omer nseches ym w uu d. Mffirotd DF 

vitoaeGBesr ^Qterwe: 6; »r*a=r 9or- 
oug*! z Bstera* 2. AB other nutaws 
p oatenad. 

csoiuLtnjuttssiraroniaDMdaEA? 

rearftes vszanxi. 


Biay 22 B 8 6 24 28 32 

WUaa 22 7 B 7 28 28 29 

Enter. 24 6 11 7 28 29 29 

LsytOQ Orient — 23 7 5 10 24 33 27 

garnet ..-22 5 11 6 22 25 26 

Hmfard -22 5 10 7 2? 27 25 


North am pton— 22 

Canfifl 23 

Haftiepoof 22 


6 7 9 24 24 25 
6 7 10 23 29 25 
6 7 9 23 32 25 


MansfidW ."' '!l22 < 11 7 30 41 23 

ScantinriM 21 5 8 S 28 28 23 

Swn-......-.2 4 11 7 28 32 » 

Scarborough.... -21 5 & 8 24 31 23 

fiSST -- -.22 5 r 10 23 36 22 

Tonpiay -23 2 8 13 20 <5 14 

UH&Ofto LEAGUE Premier Division; Ac- 
cnRgaro Stnlev 0 Karra 0: Boston UM 1 
Grfnsacnmgt fnniiy 2; Hjtte Utti 0 Barrow 
O: V.OCT. 2 lee:* 1. Postponed: h.ioe.'iiev 
c WiiaSoKt MaSock 3urton; Spefinjmoor 
V Barrier 3stig*. Frst Dhoswrt Uneoln Utd 
4 Viruses k Great Har.«w! 0 Raddifle 5o»- 
4. P aetpcned: Amerton LR v Warnng- 
ct: B-asford ftrk Ai<enue . Parsley Cetrs. 


WaSng (01 1 Dover (Oi 0 

Wordsworth 66 1,006 

PosSpooeit Runcorn v staty&nc^; Taiort v 

Macderfieio. 

P W D L F A Ft* 
MacdotfieU _.,23 15 3 5 37 28 48 

Steve nag* .20 13 4 3 M 25 43 

WWdn* _,2i 13 3 5 40 24 42 

Nddannlmter ..34 12 4 8 46 34 40 

He d ne st ted — ..31 12 2 7 37 22 38 

fiotorti sa d 33 10 6 7 28 25 38 

Southport ...22 10 5 7 43 34 35 

Brtw»pWB_.-_25 9 8 6 39 39 35 

Northmen 21 10 4 7 37 34 34 

FembOftetf) 20 9 6 5 32 25 33 

Morecambe.., -.21 10 3 8 <0 38 33 

KoJifax J24 9 6 9 28 29 33 

Kettering £4 9 5 10 « 42 32 

Sough -23 8 4 U 39 45 28 

Stafybridae -23 8 3 12 26 33 27 


First Division 

POSTPONED: Airdrie v Hamilton (30 Janu- 
ary*; Oydebanv, v Dumbarton (30 January): 
Drntee v Dundee DUS 19 January?; artem&ne 
v Si Johnstone (31 January). 

P W D L F A Pts 
Duttfemflnc 18 12 1 5 36 16 37 


Dondae Utcl .. 

.20 10 

6 

435 22 36 

Morton 

..18 ID 

3 

5 33 18 33 

Dundee 

..18 

8 

l 

3 32 23 31 

St Jofmstooe 

-.18 

r 

5 

6 20 19 26 

AWri* 

..18 

6 

6 

G 23 24 24 

Dydette*.... 

..17 

6 

5 

6 20 24 23 

StMrrai) 

..18 

4 

7 

7 19 26 19 


Third Division 

Queen’s Parte i2) _Q AJbtoo Rovers iQi_l 
Ferry 32. 75 Craivforo 85 

McGddndi 41 710 

Caven 61. Fraser 65 

Postponed: Brachm v Aimcth (16 
January): East Sulmgsfnre » ABoa <16 
January/. 

P W D L F A Pte 

Livingston 17 10 4 3 22 9 34 

Breotun 18 9 5 4 23 12 32 


Dumbarton 18 

HaroBton .......19 


4 13 16 33 10 


Walfing 23 

Altrincham 23 

Bath- .24 

Runcorn 22 

Dag soti Red — 25 

Dover. — .23 

Totted 19 


7 10 29 33 25 

7 10 31 38 25 

3 14 20 37 24 

4 12 31 50 22 

8 13 25 43 20 

4 14 27 43 19 

5 10 20 32 17 


IMUETSUSSBCOUfiyiEMtEMOMtiBK 
UW 0a« 5 Sou&wck 1. 

WMSTONLEAD KENT l£AflUE ftrt OMalOK 
C*W! O DBWod 0 labenotmea alter Unm. 
fiMt&t Muter, Hjttw a WrtaraoJe 3. Po«. 
pooecL OoptewD . Beeiennam. 

JM7ERUNK EXPRE S S WOUND ALLIANCE: 
S2oerr u ,i 0 Chauraan 2. AH otter ni ate tes 
pnstpoaed. 


)OSLEAStgPraBdert>h toloi i:Bofewmwooe 

2 DJwvh H*nlH 2; Cerstiaion 1 St Wans r 

Harm Borougi 3 watting 1; Wotesey 2 fiu- 
Sea 3; Tea vfl 4 Hendon 1. Peatpmd: Ayles- 
tar> v Smrtbd to wahes^. 

7.45): Bromley r Owtsey. Hm* DMrtte: Earv 
ngOAUBtha 4; He«M»SMR&3 fUdpManor 
O. Lbbndge 0 Cneshon 0. Poctpoowt Bas- 
rngaike vAtenfon Tom; Odom cay r Bopor 
Regs. Sound BMriao: Bedford o Bantead 6. 
Bracwtefl 2 Camay Wsnd X Croydon 2 wown 
ft CBfeie 1 Hernfl Hemptead a; Ssrim (widen 

3 &»are ft Wvemoe 5 Egom 2.Pi«poaa«t 
Ctuffont Si Pm v Hun^rfan). Third DMston: 
Core 0 Ionian 3: EaaThutrtKk 1 WnOsorard 
Eton 4; Rockwell Hestn 3 Ins 4; HaraBeM 1 
FferiowiPostpdnsctHenitWvHDrretttJititttr- 
Sham * C&Tixney; inng v Southat 
JBNSONWESSQUEMUEnretDMsiiKAeic- 
snenres 1 Totlon 2. Baimemoutii 2 Douaaon 
2: Gosport Borougi 2 Bwenhuis 5. Wmhome 
2 Lymaigton 3. 


Ron County. — IB 

CalTWstle 17 

Cewdenbeath....l7 

Arbroath 17 

Queen's Park. -.19 

ABoa —.17 

East StJrttafr 18 

MUgn... ..--18 


St Helens 
Leeds 


Leeds kept their theoretical 
chance of winning the Cham- 
pionship alive by winning at St 
Helen's for the first time since 
1988, writes Dave Hadfield. 

Leeds survived a late scare, 
stirred by Scott Gibbs’ try with 
three minutes to go, finally 
making sure of taking the one- 
sided battle a little deeper into 
January when their substitute, 
Mick Sbaw. did what he does 
better than anyone else by scam- 
pering in from dummy-half. 

The visitors always bad the 
better of a match which, if it was 
sadly lacking in precision, bad 
plenty in the way of passion for 
compensation. 

They took an early lead 
through Gany Schofield, who 
confirmed his recovery from □ 
hamstring injury with a com- 
posed and influential game at 
scrum-half, but lost it through 
a mistake from their Kiwi cen- 
tre, Craig lnnes. Innes lost the 
ball in the tackle after carrying 
it one-handed in front of him and 
Karle Hammond scored from 
close range. 

Bobbie Goulding, needing 10 
points for a thousand in his ca- 
reer, kicked Saints level and 
could have given them lead if 
he had enjoyed a better day 
with the boot. Instead. Innes 
made up for his error early in 
the second half, catching the 
Saints' defence in a slack mo- 
ment and scything through 
from 20 yards out. 

Graham Holroyd's second 
goal put them 12-6 ahead and 
the only impressions Saints 
could make on that lead was 
from a Goulding penalty. 

On top of Lines' contribution, 
it was the further Kiwi connec- 
tion of George Mann and Carl 
Hall who gave Leeds what 
should have been a comfortable 
advantage. Mann, playing sur- 
prisingly' effectively at stand-off 
against his old club, sent Hall 
striding away and his fellow New 
Zealander confirmed the good 
impression he has made since 
arriving from Bradford last 
month, declining to pass to 
Schofield or Marvin Golden in 
support and going alone from 
50 yards to score. 

Gibbs had a try disallowed 
before taking advantage of a 
corned)- of handling errors to 
plunge" over. It was suddenly 
possible that a St Helens team 
with rather more of a first- 
choice look to it than the erne 
that lost at Central Park on Box- 
ing Day might do Wigan the ul- 
timate favour of ending Leeds’ 
challenge. 

Shaw's electric pace removed 
that possibility, even if Leeds 
have onfy delayed the in- 
evitable. 

“It is not in our thinking that 
we could win it from here." said 
their coach, Dean Bell. “Bui at 
least we are not handing it to 
Wigan on a plate." 

S* Helens: presenru Rflev. Norttwy. Gitcs, 

Amort; Hgmmond, (kuamg; Fogerty 
67), Veaiera. Leathern (Mataute. 24i. Boixr.. 
Ps*avance. Busby (G Cunningham. 53i. 
Substitute not uaod; U’anng 
Leeds: Hafeuyti lA Gibbons. 70); FaBon, innes. 
Hall. Golden, Maim: Schofield. Harmon; 
(owes, Howara (McOermod, 5 Oi. Morte, 
(9m. 58). FieW fFooart, 27). Foitfiaw. 
I to to ro o : C Moms iHuddetsfteld). 


■ Salford virtually clinched 
the First Division title with a 24- 
6 victory over Fealherstone yes- 
terday while second-placed 
Keighley lost 20-12 at Hull. Sal- 
ford now need just two wins 
from their last four games to 
lake the title. 


VBNDEPENDEM 


SKI 

Hotline 


Stmaraer 17 5 10 2 19 15 25 


5 6 16 25 23 
7 6 16 13 19 
4 9 14 22 IS 

6 9 18 33 12 
4 13 13 42 7 


D L F A Pte 

■J 322 9 34 

5 4 23 12 32 
8 3 30 21 29 

6 4 37 19 27 

3 7 26 25 24 
6 5 22 25 24 

4 9 23 26 22 
6 7 16 27 18 

5 9 27 35 17 
1 13 24 51 13 


SMRN0FF IRISH t£A0UE Premier DinloK 

Bangor 3 Otondle 2. Crusaders 3 'Wasov.n 

nOenavon?i3entUan3;ta(fert0Aiti&6 Rrst 

Dhrtsto n: Banymer.e 1 Wtwne 2: Carnet 
Rangers 3 hewy U 1 Eaoydan? Car- 

races 2: Omagn 1 Lame 3. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Bangw Dry 3 Ceroaes 3?- 
ihoefCaffleiTonPenOTO. Postponed; Caet- 
SWS v -On Leo. Cwnaran u Barry; Ettov Va*e ■ 
uantfr. uarsar^Dae * Caernarfon. 

BWD BA1S LEAGUE OF IRELAND Premier Di- 
vision: S*amrce* Rovsr 0 Sr«iDodrre I; Gal- 
wv Unied 0 Dragiaca Unced 3. 

NORTHERN C0WW7ES £A5TI£«GUE Premier 
DMakn: Postponed: AffiM « Osser. iw-.. 
MWERVA SOUTH MBrtAltilS LEAGUE Senior 
DMskMC Leue^uxt. Green 2 T-«c ftneft 1. 
COMBINED COUNTIES LEAGUE Premier Dnrt- 
•too: Oirfurao 2 r.emerae a Puran 2 
for) 1; A':-i:ney 3 DC* Bas.ng£i*e 2 AD 
other matches poopenea 


Be the hist in the know id find me 
teasnowi 

Dai 0891 333 110 

Accurate, up to dale snw and K&fter 
reports Irort over 100 resans <n 
Eluw and North Amedca by pnone 
or tax. (For a l* report please ice a 
phone attached to you hx machine). 


France 
Austria 
Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 


* aa omrwe! 

Ivasx} 3sava.SK 

SK1FAX 0897 300 330 
The Sid Fads 

CiC a Co; at*z st ) ! i SVa* ad w as 
CSeSO! 


r HU<reM dm; 
■ 0U12HUIJ 
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CRICKET 

Malcolm returns for fifth Test 
as Illingworth gambles 18 
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RUGBY LEAGUE 

Wigan are made to wait for 
the Championship 21 



FOOTBALL: Liverpool reiterate their championship aspirations by staging a remarkable fightback after falling two goals behind 


Collymore 
the centre 
of attention 


GUY HODGSON 


Liverpool 4 

Nottingham Forest 2 


Nottingham Forest's players 
never went overboard to cele- 
brate a Stan Collymore goal 
even when he was a colleague, 
so it caD safely be assumed his 
performance for Liverpool yes- 
terday will not have had the vis- 
iting dressing-room emitting 
many noises on the "nice to see 
you're doing well" line. 

Gwen his £S-5m move be- 
tween the clubs, attention was 
bound to focus on Collymore. 
Twice he provided crosses for 
Robbie Fowler to pounce and 


with the script line heading in his 
favour, he supplied the denoue- 
ment. getting Liverpool's third 
and forcing Colin Cooper to con- 
cede a fourth with an own goaL 

It was a victory savoured at 
An field for more than the 
chance to throw the “what a 
waste of money’’ chant back at 
the visiting supporters. Going 
2-0 down to opponents as ob- 
durate as Forest usually makes 
the result a foregone conclusion. 
To prise a win horn such an un- 
promising position restores be- 
lief in a championship campaign. 

“Stan Collymore is a good 
player, we know that,” Frank 
Clark, the Forest manager said, 
“And if you give him as much 
room as we did, he'll hurt you.” 


irpool 

ithevi 


McStay tries 
to lift Celtic 


Paul McStay will lead Celtic into 
tomorrow's Old Firm match 
against Rangers with a rallying 
call lo his team-mates that it is 
the crucial game of their season. 

McSuty insists that Celtic 
have made giant strides over the 
past 1 2 months, but he desper- 
ately wants a New Year win at 
Parkhead over their great Glas- 
gow rivals, after two defeats and 
one draw in their meetings so 
far this season. 

Rangers are eight points 
dear of Celtic after strength- 
ening the claim to retain the ti- 
tle with Saturday s 7-0 thrashing 
of Hibernian. Celtic do. at least, 
have two games in hand. 

The Celtic captain said of the 
Old Firm game: “I think it is 
veiy crucial - and maybe that is 
an understatement. It's our 
home game and wc want to go 
and win it. It will be the side who 
wants to win it more that lakes 
the three points. The two teams 
are evenly matched and I think 
it's all about determination on 
the day." 

Rangers have proved the 
hungrier at this lime of year for 
the past seven seasons. Their 
last New Year derby defeat 
came in 1988. when two Frank 
McAvennie goals helped Celtic 
to a 2-0 win and later the title. 

While McStay acknowledges 
that Celtic have made consid- 
erable progress in the past year 

- when the sides met at Jbrox 
last January. Celtic were 17 
points adrift of the champions 

- he knows that Celtic, who end- 
ed their six-year trophy famine 
with the Scottish Cup triumph 


last May. have a long way to go. 
“The consistency' is there this 
season which we have lacked in 
recent years.” he said. “But we 
are only halfway there and the 
sign of a good team is to do it 
over a full season. I've been hap- 
py with what has happened in 
1^95 at the club. I think on ttae 
park there has been a dramat- 
ic turnaround.” 

Celtic may well have to be at 
their best on Wednesday against 
a Rangers side going for a Park- 
head hat-trick. Ally McCoist's 
goal settled the Coca-Cola Cup 
quarter-final between the sides 
and 11 days later Rangers won 
2-0 in a League game. 

Rangers have scored 10 goals 
in their last two games. Gordon 
Dune, who is under pressure 
from talk of the signing of new 
strikers. like Brazil's Jardel. 
has netted five of them. “There 
are players coming and going 
here ail the time.” Durie said. 
“I don't know if the Jardel deal 
is finalised or whatever, but I 
just need lo keep playing away 
myself and do my best." 

McCoist could be fit for a 
place on the Rangers bench, but 
Stuart McCall has been ruled 
out. Celtic will be without John 
Hughes and Peter Grant, who 
are both completing three- 
match suspensions. Hughes and 
Grant would have been avail- 
able but for the postponements 
of fixtures at Raith on Boxing 
Day and Hearts last Saturday. 
Phil O'DonneU and Malcolm 
Mackny are likely to continue 
in their places. 

Ribs take heart, page 21 


proves they are capable of dross 
as well as craft, but even Doctor 

hishead at the character lurch 
they underwent in the first half. 
For 15 minutes they were ap- 
palling: for 20, breathtaking. 

The former mood was more 
rising, given a start in which 
lymore bad three headed 
attempts at goaL As if someone 
bad pulled a switch, however, 
they stopped and by 18 minutes 
they were two down. 

The first stemmed from a mis- 
take by Steve McManaman, who 
was caught in possession by Ian 
Woan. The Forest winger poked 
the ball forward and Steve Stone 
swept the hall past David James, 
curling it beyond the goalkeep- 
er’s ungainly move to his right. 
Stone is already miles ahead in 
Radio Nottingham’s sports per- 
sonality of the year poll and the 
goal might induce a landslide. 

Certainly Liverpool gave 
the impression of being over- 
whelmed when Woan side- 
footed in from five yards and 
Forest would have been 3-0 
up if Woan had been similar- 
ly accurate with a close-range 
header after 21 minutes. 

By now. Airfield had become 
a near silent pocket of dismay, 
yet from this dismal start Liv- 
erpool produced a stirring fight- 
back. Forest should have been 
in command, instead they could 
barely get a foot to the ball. 

Fowler had done little right, 
but when Collymore crossed af- 
ter 30 minutes, his predatory in- 
stincts directed him to the near 
post and he stooped to head past 
Mark Cross/ey. Seven minutes 
later the plot was repeated. 
Collymore again crossing from 
the left and Fowler heading in 
his 17th goal of the season. 

After a pulsating first period 
the second half was likely to be 
an anti-climax: Collymore en- 
sured it was not. A goal lo send 
the “Judas” chant back to the 
Trent frequently seemed possi- 
ble and after 61 minutes it ar- 
rived. the Liverpool striker 
profiting from a horrible mix- 
up between Crossley and Steve 
Chet tie to nip between them 
and score into an empty net. 

If that was hard to stomach 
for the Forest fans, worse was 
to follow four minutes from 
lime. CoUymore again crossed 
and, as the visiting defenders 
looked for Fowler, Cooper slid 
the ball into his own goal. 

UVHPOOI 150-2): James: McMmt. Scofcs. Ha*- 
ness. Babb. R Jones McManawai. Ttanre. 
Barnes Cdymoro. Fwte. MaWitei rt ww 
004*1. Kennedy. PBsreWO. 

Nottb*iM Pore* (4-4-2): Crastfay; UMfc 
Cooper. Cheffle. Peax* Sane. Bart-WHtsem. 
Haland. Woan Cate**, Mc&es* 72). 
S u tat ttu tM not wed: PNfcpe. 

Hefcree: PflfcocMRKftfi) 
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Monday's Solution 


□GKIEEQEQ BESQEDQlS 
HQQUHUnn 
SHOiiaHLJfaHEQDQan 

0 q 0 a h 

mSEBHBE HSDDQHD 
HE EJ □ E EJ 
ID □ El E HE CDS KHDEECI 
CD □ □ U E 

□0QBQ I10HQQQCJB 
□ 0 0 
EQHBOEH a 

□ □ □ a a 
mansHaaciE 
a u m □ a 
12EIHG0II HO 



ACROSS 

7 Fall right into dump (4) 

S Give severe treatment to 
hair in wrestling bold (TO) 

10 Objectively we will have 
hesitation with debts of 
loan shark 

1 1 limit scope of time and 
number (6) 

12 But it could be us if direct 

13 describing private hearing 
which upsets American 
( 2 . 6 ) 

15 Zapper destroys meteor 
with standard experiment 
(6.7) 

ISA French male called 
without being asked (8) 

20 Work I took in which will 
produce a dull effect (6) 


22 Stupid amount of money 
to pay for Chinese food 

24 Concerned with voice be- 
ing responsive (S) 

25 Sound system of mixers 
mixing loaf (5*3-2) 

26 Name of some eccentric 
items (4) 

down 

1 Urge prohibition on news- 
paper owner (5,5) 

2 Allow about a second? 
That’s for from generous 
( 6 ) 

3 It controls electricity sup- 
ply to cook the roast ( 8 ) 

4 Frenzied word of annoy- 
ance with credit reduced 

by 2000(6) 


5 Grandfather dock, an- 
tique? (3-5) 

6 Fain makes one hot within 

9 ^shimmering mists, La 
France, or part thereof? 

14 theory of kinship? (10) 

16 One sustains a blow, a let- 
ter about one's insurance 

( 8 ) -u 

17 One s upset with province 
that's just come into being 
( 8 ) 

19 Mother has to request 
material (6) 

21 Some print activity must 
be unbroken (6) 

23 It’s said in wedding cere- 
mony to Latin beloved (4) 
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In the spotlight: Stan Collymore (right) holds off the challenge of Chris Bart-Williams at Anf ield yesterday 

Newcastle look to defend 


Photograpn: Allsport 



Pavel Smicek has two wishes as 
Newcastle aim to bounce back 
from their Old Hafford defeat 
against Arsenal tonight The 
Czech Republic goalkeeper was 
beaten twice as the Premiership 
leaders crashed to a 2-0 defeat 
against their nearest rivals. 
Manchester United, who nar- 
rowed the gap to just four 
points with Saturday's win over 
Queen’s Park Rangers. 

Although Newcastle’s 100 
per cent unbeaten home record 
stretches back 10 matches. 
Srnicek stressed: “I want to 
keep a dean sheet and hope the 
team play with a positive atti- 
tude. 

“We have tried to put the 
United game behind us. We 


realise that everywhere we go, 
everyone wants to beat New- 
castle. Every game is like a cup 
tie. We would like lo pul it right 
against Arsenal, although we 
know it will be difficult. They 
have a great defensive record 
away from home.” 

ArsenaL who suffered a sur- 
prise 3-1 home defeat against 
Wimbledon on Saturday, wel- 
come back their captain Tony 
Adams after a stomach upset 
and Steve Bould, who has fin- 
ished serving his suspension. 

Kevin Keegan, the Newcas- 
tle manager, will be without 
three key players. The North- 
ern Ireland winger Keith Gille- 
spie has been ruled out by a 
thigh injury, the defender 


Philippe .Albert has suffered a 
recurrence of a knee injury 
and the full-back John Beres- 
ford is suspended. The central 
defender Steve Howey is hop- 
ing to recover from flu, but WSir- 
ren Barton has been struggling 
with a hamstring strain. 

Queen’s Park Rangers are 
another side hoping to bounce 
hack from an Old Trafford de- 
feat - with Daniele Dichio des- 
perate to succeed against 
Chelsea. The promising young 
striker scored his eighth goal of 
the season on Saturday and 
seems certain to start the Lon- 
don derby. 

"Chelsea is a big game and 
they are our arch-enemies, but 
it means even more to me." he 


revealed. “I am a Rangers lad, 
but a lot of my friends are 
Chelsea fans. I have got to go 
out and see them after the 
game. I can’t do that if we get 
beaten. It is important to pick 
ourselves up after a bad Christ- 
mas. We didn’t play that bad- 
ly against United, but we have 
got to start believing in our- 
selves.” 

Marie Hafefcy could return to 
the side after missing the match 
against United, while the QPR 
player-manager Ray Wilkins 
might also come into the reck- 
oning after being ruled out by 


a combination of flu and a nae- 
ging back injun. 

“Mark did us a favour and 
came back earlier than he 
should have done." Wilkins 
said. “The foot injur, is Mill 
there and I thought ii best io 
give him a rest against Unhed ” 

Chelsea are likeh i0 keep 
faith with their striker p JU | 
Furlong, who replaced the sus- 
pended Mark Hughes arrest 
Liverpool on Saturdav. ; f-~ e 
Vfebhman is ail] serving his 
Andy Dow will continue at left- 
back if Andy Myers Ux.n, »i' Re- 
covered from a thigh strain. 


Bolton fight the enemy within 


PHIL ANDREWS 


Sheffield Wednesday 
Bolton Wanderers 


If New Year is a time for re- 
viewing the strengths and weak- 
nesses of the past, this match 
demonstrated exactly why 
Bolton go into 1996 eight points 
adrift at the foot of the Prem- 
iership. This was their season in 
microcosm: attractive football 
and ceaseless endeavour dashed 
by their own defensive frailties. 

Bolton’s well-known failings 
tempted Wednesday lo exper- 
iment with just three at the back, 
and for a while that looked like 
dangerous over-confidence. Too 
often they seemed to be relying 
on the missing fourth defend- 
er to pick up the inventive Sasa 
Curcic, allowed to roam free in 
the “hole” behind his strikers. 


John McGinlay was twice put 
dear only to shoot in baste, first 
tamely into Kevin Pressman's 
arms and then over the crossbar. 
Then Gerry Taggart rattled the 
bar from ScottSeUars' beauti- 
fully flighted free-kick and Cur- 
rie was caught marginally offside 
after beating Pressman. 

It took a goal against the run 
of play to break Bolton's New 
Year resolution, and it came 
from a moment of inspiration by 
Chris Wtddle. He seized on a 
loose ball on the half-way line and 
his pass released David Hirst, 
who found Darko Kovacevic un- 
marked in the six-yard box lo 
head his first goal for Wednesday. 

The Yugoslav added a second 
on the stroke of half-time. Wad- 
dle this time dispensing with the 
middle man to release Kovace- 
vic with an incisive 30-yard pass. 
But Bolton’s spirits never 
flagged and, five minutes after 


the break. Curcic found space 
on the edge of the Wednesday 
box. glanced up and placed a 
rasping shot into the top corner. 

Bolton’s revival hopes were 
quickly punctured by their slack 
defending. Sellars brought down 
Andy Simon for Hirst to restore 
the margin from the penalty spot, 
and the Wednesday striker dou- 
bled his tally on the hour after 
substitute Greg Strong allowed 
him to regain possession and 
sidefoot past Keith Bnmagan. 

So when Taggart converted 
Sellars’ comer in the 77th 
minute it was already too late 
for Bolton - as perhaps it now 
is for their survival prospects. 

Sheffield Wednesday 13-4-1-2): Pressman; 
Wwton. Water. NaUrr. stefrarit. WsdOa. Sal- 
ton. Deayse; Whutwijwm: Hist Kmaoevc 
(Sign. 721 . SUbsttufaa net used: Hjde. snen- 
aan. 

Botton Wn deze w Brara&n: Gmn. 
Scutte. Taffiart. Ph*ps; Sncetea. Todd jSPortg. 
IK). Cure*. SeOais: McGway IDe Frtees. 751. 
Bate. Substitute not wed: Dunoon (gu. 
RafenMe P Cwtan (Portend, Dorset I . 


Lane conquers Frost for jackpot 

Golf I 2&Z 1 ninth after Frost bogeyed and 

conceded a 15-foot putt. 

There were some uneasy mo- 
ments for Lane in the afternoon, 
however, as he hit three 
bunkers in three holes and 
found himself putting for par 
while Frost putted for birdie. 
Frost eventually drew level on 
the 32nd. 

In the 18-hole match for 
third place, the American Mark 
McCumber won three consec- 
utive holes early on the back 
nine and easily beat Japan's 
Massy Kuramoio 4 and 3. 

McCumber earned £230,000 
and Kuramoto earned his 
biggest payday. £200.000. for fin- 
ishing fourth. In Saturday's 
semi-finals. Lane beat Ku- 
ramoio two-up while Frost de- 
feated McCumber 2 and 1. 


England’s Barry Lane landed 
the richest prize'in golf when he 
beat the South African, David 
Frost, by two holes to take the 
£660,000 first prize in the An- 
dersen Consulting World 
Championship at Scottsdale. 
Arizona, yesterday. 

Lane, representing Europe, 
went into a three-hole lead af- 
ter 25 holes of the 36-hole final 
of the £2.4m matchplay event. 
However Frost, representing 
the Rest of the World, clawed 
his way back to level the match 
six holes later. 

Lane, whose victory' moved 
him into the top 50 of the 
world rankings at No 38, re- 
gained Lhe lead with a birdie at 



Barry Lane with his trophy 
yesterday Photograph: AP 

the par-four 33rd and sealed vic- 
tory with a birdie on the lasL 
Lane shot a five under par 67 
on the first IS holes of the fi- 
nal to Frost’s 71, but was only 
one-up. Lane was credited with 
an eagle three on Lhe 562-yard 


rOUVETD CLEARANCE SENSATION 

OUVETTI MS-450 4868X2 50MHz8Mb BAM 

□ Intel 486DX2 50MHz chip. 510Mb drive. 8Mb RAM 

□ 3.5* floppy, parallel, 2 serial & PS/2 mouse ports 

□ Desktop case, 4 peripheral bays, 4 expansion slots 

□ 14* SVGA colour, UK keyboar^l^npnOliyetli) 

□ Olivetti mouse, users manual 
Q MS-DOS 6 and Windows 3.1 
OLIVETTI M480-10 486SX 25Mb 120/MSb 

□ 120Mb hard drive, 4Mb RAM. 3.5’ 1.44Mb floppy drive 

□ 14". VGA hi-res colour, UK keyboard (both non Olivetti) CQQQ 99 ! 

□ DOS 6 and Windows 3.1 - SVGA upgrade add ESOCOOO » 



SONY DUAL SPEED CD + WAVE 32 

INCLUDES MATH BLASTER AND MS-GOLF CD’s 
Q Sony internal dual speed CO-ROM drive, 

Q Sound R( 16 bit card with Wavetable 32 

Q Win 95 “plug *n play” com pa tible 


DIGITAL KNOTE 486SX N0TB00K 

SUPERB QUAUTY COMPACT MONO NOTEBOOK 

Q Intel 486SX 33MHz chip, 120Mb drive. 4Mb RAM 

□ 3.5' 1.44Mb floppy, PCMCIA sloLmains/NiCAD 
Q Weighs 2Kg. DOS Windows 3.1 CK/IQ 89 

□ Lotus Organiser version 1.12 Llf*Tw 



SAMSUNG 880 QUAD SPffl) CD I 

FREE MS-WORKS 3 FOR WINDOWS CD! J 

□ Internal E-IDE CD drive, 256K RAM CQAB 

□ 230ms access time, ATAPI interlace 


SHARP IM-135 63 PBBONAL FAX 

INCLUDES ONE YEAR ON-STTE MAmAMTY \ 

□ Fax switch, 10 sheet document feedEiyiQ 

□ BT approved & Mercury comoatlble3^l*¥w 



AST ADVANTAGE 486 MU.TIMHNA 

SUPERB CD SOFTWARE + ONE YEAR ON-SITE! 

a 486DX2 50MHz chip, 270Mb drive, 4Mb RAM 
a Dual speed CD, stereo sound card and speakers 
□ UKkdd, 14" 28 dp SVGA colour 
Q DQS/Win plus CD software suite 




t. -V 
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miAIJIY 24 PIN PHNIHi SUB £70! 

DATAPRODUCTS 7034 FACTORY CLEARANCE L 

□ 216 CPS draft/76 CPS LQ mode, parallel £fSf|SS 

□ Friction/tractof feed, IBM & Epson mode EDD 



All stock ts toanfl nea {antes tied] but priced A 8 fraction of manuftaureft to price due to 
Uagan tak pueflses at mfts towny & and ol the sac*. Goals nit npplea a> i Sitt taste. 



Rites s VAT ( 175%) S Mwy. GW* SH«W tt) nftWy. E & OE 

Morgan i 


64-F2NW Wad Street, London WC! 
in Tottenham Com Road. London W1 
34 Edgbaston Centre, HagJey Hoad, Birmingham 16 
Unit 11 -12 Station Approach. Piccadilly, Mandiesiv 1 

HAH. BUSES KPMTNSfT. CALL MW OH 


1 

H171-2S5 Z115 1 
0171-8381138 1 
0121-4521141 . 
*161-071111 ! 
(K21-456 5565J 
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